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Statement on the Death of Oseola McCarty
September 27, 1999

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of the
passing of Oseola McCarty of Hattiesburg, Mis-
sissippi. Ms. McCarty is a true American hero.
In 1995 she donated $150,000 to the University
of Southern Mississippi for scholarships for
needy students. The extraordinary thing about
this gift was that Ms. McCarty accumulated the
money from working 75 years washing and iron-
ing people’s clothes.

I had the pleasure of awarding this extraor-
dinary woman the Presidential Citizens’ Medal

for her extraordinary act of generosity. While
we mourn her passing, Oseola McCarty’s com-
mitment to the dignity of work, her belief in
the power of education, and her extraordinary
generosity ensure that her memory will live on
for generations to come. Our country needs
more people like her, who don’t just talk about
responsibility and community but who live those
values everyday.

Statement on Postponing Deportation of Certain Liberians from the United
States
September 27, 1999

Today I directed the Attorney General and
the Immigration and Naturalization Service to
defer for one year from September 29 the de-
portation of certain Liberians who are present
in the United States on that date. This action
is aimed at promoting stability in Liberia and
west Africa. In particular, I am concerned that
a decision by our Government to deport Libe-
rians who have enjoyed the protection of our

country for many years could cause governments
in west Africa to deport many thousands of Li-
berians in their own countries. This would se-
verely burden Liberia and threaten the fragile
peace that has been recently achieved in west
Africa. Furthermore, this action preserves the
status quo for these Liberians while the Con-
gress actively considers legislative relief for
them.

Memorandum on Measures Regarding Certain Liberians in the United
States
September 27, 1999

Memorandum for the Attorney General

Subject: Measures Regarding Certain Liberians
in the United States

Over the past 10 years, many Liberians have
been forced to flee their country due to civil
war and widespread violence. From 1991
through 1999, we have provided Liberians in
the United States with Temporary Protected
Status because of these difficulties. Although the
civil war in Liberia ended in 1996 and condi-
tions have improved such that a further exten-
sion of Temporary Protected Status is no longer

warranted, the political and economic situation
continues to be fragile. There are compelling
foreign policy reasons not to deport these Libe-
rians at this time, including the significant risk
that such a decision would cause other countries
in West Africa to repatriate involuntarily many
thousands of Liberian refugees, leading to insta-
bility in Liberia and potentially threatening
peace along the Liberian border.

Pursuant to my constitutional authority to
conduct the foreign relations of the United
States, I have determined that it is in the foreign
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policy interest of the United States to defer
for 1 year the deportation of any Liberian na-
tional who is present in the United States as
of September 29, 1999, except for the categories
of individuals listed below.

Accordingly, I now direct you to take the nec-
essary steps to implement for these Liberians:

1. deferral of enforced departure from the
United States for 1 year from September
29, 1999; and

2. authorization for employment for 1 year
from September 29, 1999.

This directive shall not apply to any Liberian
national: (1) who is ineligible for Temporary
Protected Status for the reasons provided in sec-
tion 244(c)(2)(B) of the Immigration and Na-

tionality Act; (2) whose removal you determine
is in the interest of the United States; (3) whose
presence or activities in the United States the
Secretary of State has reasonable grounds to be-
lieve would have potentially serious adverse for-
eign policy consequences for the United States;
(4) who voluntarily returned or returns to Libe-
ria or his or her country of last habitual resi-
dence outside the United States; (5) who was
deported, excluded, or removed prior to the
date of this memorandum; or (6) who is subject
to extradition.

These measures shall be taken as of the date
of this memorandum.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Angola (UNITA)
September 27, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the National

Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit
herewith a 6-month periodic report on the na-
tional emergency with respect to the National

Union for the Total Independence of Angola
(UNITA) that was declared in Executive Order
12865 of September 26, 1993.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 27, 1999.

Remarks at a Dinner for Representative William J. Jefferson in New
Orleans
September 27, 1999

The President. Thank you very much. First
of all, like everyone else, I want to thank the
Davises for having us in this magnificent home.
And thank you for the tour through all the art
and all the books and all the history of your
life. It was fascinating. And I didn’t steal any
books or artwork. [Laughter] And I can’t afford
the discount price, either. [Laughter] But it’s
really wonderful, and we thank you for having
us here.

Q. What about the golf——
The President. I’m getting there. [Laughter]

I want to thank the mayor for making me so
welcome in New Orleans and tell you that he

has done a truly magnificent job. New Orleans
has had one of the biggest drops in violent
crime of any major city in America under his
leadership. And I applaud him for that.

I would like to thank Sheriff Harry Lee, who
is back there, for many things, being my friend
for a long time. But you should know that he
came with a group of people from Louisiana
to the White House and stayed 2 days this week
and provided good Cajun cooking for the annual
congressional picnic, with all the families there,
and the annual press picnic. And while he is
a strong supporter of mine, he did not taint
the food of any of the Members of Congress
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