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Sept. 27 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

you, a lot of times you have to make decisions
that nobody is smart enough to make. A lot
of times decisions come to me that, no matter
how smart I think I am, I cannot think my
way through. And all you can do is pray to
God to give you the wisdom to do it, and listen
to your heart, not your head.

So the last thing I’ll say is, remember every-
thing—the man has proven he’s had the courage
to take a tough decision. He cast a decisive
vote on the most important bill that brought
us the prosperity we enjoy today. He has wide
experience in State Government. He has the
capacity to get people together. He clearly has
the right agenda. There is no more important
agenda for Louisiana’s future than getting the
education up to world-class levels.

But when it’s all said and done, what really
counts is, do you have a good heart. Keep in
mind, 50 years later I still remember my mother
loved me enough to kneel down on those rail-
road tracks and cry when I had to go away.
When it’s all said and done, you don’t remember
first and foremost in the last moments of your
life the honors you had, the riches you had;
you remember who you liked and who you

loved, how it felt when the seasons changed,
and what it felt like to be really, really impor-
tant, to matter in the lives of other people.
The people of Louisiana will matter to Bill Jef-
ferson if he is the Governor.

I agree with what has been said. You should
only vote for him if you think he’d be the best
Governor. But if you think he’d be the best
Governor and you let him be defeated, it would
be a terrible thing, because the children here,
the children of this State deserve the very best
person they can get in experience, in mind, and
in heart.

Thank you. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in the
Green Velvet Ballroom at St. Elizabeth’s Orphan-
age. In his remarks, he referred to luncheon hosts
Anne and Stan Rice and their son, Christopher;
Representative Jefferson’s father, Mose, mother-
in-law, Bernice Green, wife, Andrea, and their
daughters Jamila, Jalila, Jelani, Nailah, and Akilah;
Victor Bussie, president emeritus, Louisiana
AFL–CIO, and his wife, Fran; and Mayor Marc
H. Morial of New Orleans.

Statement on Action To Fight Global Climate Change
September 27, 1999

I commend the hundreds of mayors and other
local officials across the country who today are
committing themselves to the fight against global
climate change. The communities they represent
understand that the threat of global warming
is real. They also understand that we can begin
to address this threat through actions that both
help our environment and save money for tax-
payers, consumers, and businesses. Today’s
pledge will help encourage other communities
across American to do their part to meet this
global challenge.

Regrettably, even as ordinary citizens, local
leaders, and a growing number of leading cor-
porations are taking action, many in Congress
are ignoring the mounting evidence of global
warming and thwarting commonsense efforts to

address it. I urge Congress to fully fund my
proposed package of investments to accelerate
the deployment of clean energy technologies for
the 21st century including the proposed clean
air partnership fund, which will provide grants
to State and local governments for projects that
reduce both greenhouse gases and pollutants
like soot, smog, and air toxics. Finally, I call
on Congress to withdraw all appropriations rid-
ers aimed at strangling programs that save en-
ergy, save consumers and businesses money, and
reduce global warming pollution.

I look forward to working with local leaders
to meet this pressing environmental challenge,
and I applaud their leadership and dedication.
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