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cities to the rural farming communities and the
little towns that have lost their industries, that
haven’t felt this recovery. There are still too
many working people who don’t have any insur-
ance for their children. There are still significant
environmental challenges. There are still enor-
mous opportunities out there. We’re trying to
get funding for the next generation of the Inter-
net, because it’s becoming so clogged. The fast-
est growing instrument of human communica-
tion in history. Everyone knows we need a next
generation; everyone knows we need some Gov-
ernment money to fund the basic investment.
Their party’s against funding it; our party’s for
it. We want to rehabilitate 6,000 schools. They
want to rehabilitate 600 schools. We want to
put 100,000 teachers out there to make classes
smaller so our children will learn more. They
don’t want to do that.

There are significant differences. They are
huge. And they will affect the lives of every
family in America.

So what I want you to say is that every race
is important. This one’s really important, and
she is superbly qualified. That we now are not
making an argument to the American people;
we are taking the evidence to them. And we

have to remind them of what it was like before,
so they can remember the difference.

It really matters who’s in the Congress, and
what decisions are made on any given issue.
And as someone who—probably I’m the only
person in this room that can’t run for office
again, or for the first time—[laughter]—my in-
terest is seeing my country do well. That’s what
I want.

Yes, I think the world of Regina, and yes,
I feel very loyal to my party. But we have deliv-
ered for this country, and there is so much
more to do. There are still vulnerable people.
There are still unseized opportunities. And
there’s still a lot of change to make, but it
needs to be the right kind. And if you want
it made, you need to send her to Congress.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:14 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to re-
ception hosts Representative Lloyd Doggett and
his wife, Elizabeth; and Mrs. Coggins’ husband,
Paul Coggins, U.S. Attorney for the Northern Dis-
trict of Texas. Mrs. Coggins is a candidate for Con-
gress in Texas’ Fifth Congressional District. The
transcript was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on September 22.

Remarks on the United States Lawsuit Against Major Tobacco Companies
and an Exchange With Reporters
September 22, 1999

The President. Good afternoon. Last January,
in my State of the Union Address, I announced
that the Justice Department was preparing a
litigation plan to recover the costs of smoking-
related illnesses. Over the years, smoking-related
illnesses have cost taxpayers billions of dollars
through Medicare, veterans’ health, and other
Federal health programs.

Today the Justice Department declared that
the United States is, in fact, filing suit against
the major tobacco companies to recover the cost
borne by taxpayers. I believe it’s the right thing
to do. The tobacco companies should answer
to the taxpayers for their actions. The taxpayers
of our country should have their day in court.

Thank you very much.

Q. Mr. President, the tobacco companies say
this lawsuit is pure politics, sir. What do you
say?

The President. Well, if you look at the record
of this administration, we’ve been out there on
this issue a very long time. No one else ever
tried to do that. We did our best to work with
them and with the Congress to resolve many
of these matters legislatively, and they declined.
And I believe this is the appropriate thing to
do.

North Korean Moratorium on Missile Testing
Q. Do you think the North Koreans, sir, are

going to stick to their moratorium on missile
testing now, after the lifting of sanctions?
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The President. I do. And of course, if the
future proves otherwise, then there are always
other options open to us. But former Defense
Secretary Bill Perry, and others who worked
with him, worked very hard on this, and then
our negotiator in Berlin did a very good job.
We worked very closely with the Japanese and
with the South Koreans on this approach. They
are agreed with it. And it offers the most prom-
ising opportunity to lift the cloud of uncertainty
and insecurity and danger that otherwise would

hand over that whole region, including the
American service men and women who are
there.

So I’m very, very hopeful about it. If it works,
it does; if it doesn’t, then there will be other
options open to us.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m in the
West Portico at the White House.

Statement on the United States Lawsuit Against Major Tobacco Companies
September 22, 1999

Today the Justice Department announced that
the United States is filing suit against the major
tobacco companies to recover the costs of smok-
ing-related illnesses. As I said in my State of
the Union Address in January, smoking has cost

taxpayers billions of dollars through Medicare,
veterans’ health, and other Federal health care
programs. The Justice Department is taking the
right course of action. It is time for America’s
taxpayers to have their day in court.

Remarks at a Gore 2000 Reception
September 22, 1999

Thank you, Peter. A lot of you know I’ve
been hoarse, so for me, less will be more, too.
[Laughter] I wrote out this very elaborate
speech here, you can see.

Let me say the most important thing I can
say to you tonight is, thank you. Thank you
for being here; thank you for your commitment;
thank you for your friendship to me and to
the Vice President, to Hillary, to Tipper, to our
administration over these last years; and thank
you for your commitment in this election.

I want to make some very brief points that
I hope you won’t be shy about repeating around
the country. I think it’s important that people
remember what this country was like when Al
Gore and I went out to the people in 1992
and asked them to give a chance to put people
first. We had the largest, the deepest recession
since the Great Depression. We had increasing
social division which was aggravated by the pre-
vious administration’s vetoes of things like the
family and medical leave law and the Brady
bill.

We asked the American people to give us
a chance, and they did. And the results are
clear. It’s not even really an argument anymore.
We’ve got the lowest unemployment, crime, and
welfare rates in a generation, and the longest
peacetime expansion in history.

Now, election time is coming. What is the
Vice President’s great challenge? People think
at election time they’re supposed to vote for
change, and I agree with them. The American
people always want change. The issue is what
kind of change are we going to vote for? Are
we going to build on all the good things that
are going on in America to meet the big chal-
lenges still out there, or are we going to go
back to the approach that got us in so much
trouble in the first place? That is the central
question.

Now, all of you know this, but the Vice Presi-
dent has played a more pivotal role in the good
things this administration’s been able to do than
any Vice President in history. He cast a deciding
vote on the economic plan in 1993, and just
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