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fact, they’re so busy trying to figure out how
to pay for their irresponsible tax plan that
they’re in serious danger of not meeting their
obligation to finish the budget by the end of
the budget year. Even worse, they’re preparing
to pay for their own pet projects at the expense
of our children’s education.

We know now that the Republicans’ risky tax
cut would force us to slash vital funding for
education by as much as 50 percent over the
next 10 years. But what many people don’t know
is that next year alone, the Republican plan
would cut the bill that funds education by nearly
20 percent.

Now, if carried out, this plan would lead to
some of the worst cuts in education in our his-
tory. More than 5,000 teachers, hired as part
of my class size initiative, could be laid off.
Fifty thousand students could be turned away
from after-school and summer school programs.
More than 2 million of our poorest students
in our poorest communities would have a small-
er chance of success in school and in the work-
places of the future. These aren’t just numbers
on a balance sheet; they’re vital investments in
our children and our future.

In a time when education is our top priority,
Republicans in Congress are making it their low-
est priority. So let me be clear: If the Repub-
licans send me a bill that doesn’t live up to
our national commitment to education, I won’t
hesitate to veto it. If it undermines our efforts
to hire high-quality teachers to reduce class size
or to increase accountability in our public
schools, I will veto it. If it fails to strengthen
Head Start, after-school and summer school pro-
grams, I’ll veto it. If it underfunds mentoring
or college scholarship programs, I will veto it.
If it sends me a bill that turns its back on
our children and their future, I’ll send them
back to the drawing board. I won’t let Congress
push through a budget that’s paid for at the
expense of our children and our future pros-
perity.

So again, I ask Congress to put partisanship
aside and send me a bill that puts our children’s
education first. Let’s use the last school semester
of the 21st century to prepare our children and
our Nation for excellence in the 21st century.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Radio Remarks on Terrorist Attacks in Russia
September 18, 1999

On behalf of the American people, I want
to extend our deepest condolences to the fami-
lies and friends of those who lost their lives
in the recent terrorist bombings in Russia. We
share your outrage over these cowardly acts. We
know what kind of pain such tragedies can
cause. Our own citizens have suffered from re-
peated acts of terrorism.

Not very long ago, a terrorist bombing took
the lives of more than 160 Americans in our
State of Oklahoma. The World Trade Center
in New York City was bombed. Last year bomb-
ings at our Embassies in east Africa took the
lives of American diplomats, along with hun-
dreds of Kenyans and Tanzanians.

The crimes they suffered remind us that ter-
rorism knows no borders, and that acts of terror
anywhere are a threat to humanity everywhere.
While we stand united with you in our grief,

we also stand united with you in our resolve
that terrorism will not go unpunished and will
not undermine the work of democracy.

The United States is ready to work with Rus-
sia and the Russian people to stand against the
scourge of terrorism. We are working with the
allies elsewhere to make sure there is no safe
haven for terrorists, and we want to work with
Russia to isolate nations that support terror. To-
gether, we can ensure that the future belongs
to peacemakers not bomb throwers.

In the days ahead, our thoughts and our pray-
ers will be with you as you work to rebuild
from these terrible tragedies.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
approximately 10:45 a.m. in the Oval Office at the
White House for later broadcast in Russia. These
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remarks were also made available on the White
House Press Office Radio Actuality Line.

Remarks at a Congressional Black Caucus Foundation Dinner
September 18, 1999

Ladies and gentlemen, the main thing I want
to say tonight is, thank you. Thank you to the
Congressional Black Caucus for your leadership
and your partnership, for your genuine friend-
ship. Thank you to Jim Clyburn; to my friend
of 27 years Eddie Bernice Johnson; to Eva Clay-
ton; to the dean of the delegation, John Conyers;
to your retiring member and a great champion
of education and human welfare, Bill Clay; to
Corrine Brown and Elijah Cummings and Sheila
Jackson Lee and all the other members of the
CBC, I thank you for your kindness, your
friendship, your support to me, to Hillary, to
Al and Tipper Gore, to what we have done
together. I thank Senator Carol Moseley-Braun
for her continuing willingness to serve.

I welcome and congratulate the award win-
ners, my friends Julius Chambers and Alvin
Brown and Tom Joyner. Can you imagine Tom
Joyner and his son thanking Al and me for being
on his radio program? [Laughter] You know,
even the people that don’t like us don’t think
we’re stupid. [Laughter] And I want to thank
and congratulate Rear Admiral Evelyn Fields,
who has done such a great job. She started
as a cartographer and went on to chart a new
course of opportunity not only for African-Amer-
ican women but for all women. And thank you
for honoring them.

I also would like to welcome the President
of Haiti here, President Rene Preval. We’re de-
lighted to have him here, and we thank him
for his friendship.

There are so many people here who have
been associated with our administration, and
they were all asked to stand. You know them
well. I want to just mention two, if I might.
One is my chief speechwriter, Terry Edmonds,
because he’s the first African-American to ever
hold that job, and the reason I’m introducing
him is, since Al and Eddie Bernice and Jim
talked, I can’t give half the speech that he wrote
for me, so the least I can do is acknowledge

that he did it. Thank you my friend. You’re
doing great.

The other person I want to thank for his
extraordinary leadership as our special rep-
resentative to the continent of Africa is Rev-
erend Jesse Jackson, and I want to thank him
very much for that and particularly his role in
ending the disastrous conflict in Sierra Leone.

I want to congratulate some of the current
judicial nominees, more than half of whom are
women and minorities, including Judge James
Wynn, who would be the first African-American
to serve on the fourth circuit; Judge Ann Wil-
liams, the first African-American on the seventh
circuit; and this week I nominated Kathleen
McCree Lewis to serve on the sixth circuit. I
congratulate them.

There are just two more people I want to
thank. I want to thank my wife for her love,
her friendship, and for her leadership for our
children and our future; for the way she has
represented us around the world and for having
the courage to stay in public service. After all
we’ve been through, she would be the best
United States Senator you could ever elect to
anything.

I also want to thank all the members of the
administration here, the Cabinet members; some
are African-American, some are not. But one
of the most interesting things that anyone ever
said to me is—the Presidential scholar, that the
Vice President and I knew, came from Harvard
one night to a dinner at the White House, and
we were pretty low. It was after we had been
waxed in the ’94 congressional elections; and
this man said, ‘‘I have been studying administra-
tions for a long time, and you should know
that I believe that yours will be reelected; and
one reason is, you have the most loyal Cabinet
since Thomas Jefferson’s second administration.’’
So to all who are here—Secretary Slater, Ma-
dame Attorney General, Secretary Herman, any
other members of the Cabinet who are here,
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