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mother-in-law, Dorothy Rodham; U.S. Ambas-
sador to New Zealand Josiah H. Beeman; Presi-
dent Kim Dae-jung of South Korea; Prime Min-
ister Keizo Obuchi of Japan; President Jiang

Zemin of China; ABC News correspondent Jack
Smith; and President Joseph Estrada of the Phil-
ippines.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Kim Dae-jung of South
Korea and Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi of Japan and an Exchange With

Reporters in Auckland
September 12, 1999

President Clinton. Let me say just very briefly,
I am honored to have the opportunity to have
this meeting with President Kim and Prime
Minister Obuchi. We have much to discuss, but
I would just mention two or three issues: our
common interest in stability and reconciliation
on the Korean Peninsula, our concern about
events in East Timor, our commitment to try
to find a common ground on economic issues
here and at the WTO meeting to be held in
Seattle in the next couple of months, and our
commitment to continued, sustained economic
growth in the nations of Asia.

I'm very concerned and pleased with the ap-
parent economic turnaround in the region, and
I want to do whatever I can to continue to
support both these leaders as they attempt to
lead the way there.

I also will reaffirm what I said yesterday in
my meeting with President Jiang, which is the
interests of the United States in the long-term
stable, constructive relationship with China,
something I know that is supported by both
President Kim and Prime Minister Obuchi.

So I am delighted to have them here.

East Timor

Q. Mr. President, you mentioned earlier that
you would support an international force in East
Timor, but you didn’t say anything about a com-
mitment of U.S. troops. Could you give us your
thinking on that, sir?

President Clinton. Well, the discussions that
I have had with Prime Minister Howard and
others—but since Australia would lead this mis-
sion and provide most of the troops—have cen-
tered around our providing some of the things
that only we can provide, probably, like exten-
sive airlift support to bring troops from other
countries, primarily of Asia, into the theater,
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other logistical support—intelligence, commu-
nications—some things which would require our
presence in a limited way within the country,
within East Timor.

Our people are working that out. General
Shelton and our commander, our commander
in chief of the Pacific, Admiral Blair, are work-
ing with the Australians, and no final decisions
have been made, nor could they be until I have
extensive congressional consultations. I've talked
to, oh, probably 8§ or 10 congressional leaders
on this, and the Secretary of Defense and Mr.
Podesta, on my behalf back home, have talked
to many more. But we haven't finalized anything
yet.

Keep in mind, the position of the inter-
national community at the moment is that such
a force would have to be approved by the
United Nations, which would only happen if In-
donesia asked for it. So right now I think the
important thing is to keep the pressure up here
to try to get the Indonesians to fix the problem
and, if not, to go on and ask for help, support
from the United Nations.

[At this point, a question was asked in Korean,
and President Kim replied also in Korean. A
translation was not provided.]

President Clinton. Would you like to say any-
thing?
[At this point, Prime Minister Obuchi made brief
remarks in Japanese, and no translation was
provided.]

President Clinton. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:02 p.m. in the
Stamford Ballroom at the Stamford Plaza Hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to President Jiang
Zemin of China; and Prime Minister John Howard
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of Australia. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Trilateral Summit Joint Press Statement

September 12, 1999

United States President William Jefferson
Clinton, Republic of Korea President Kim Dae-
jung and Japanese Prime Minister Obuchi Keizo
met today in Auckland to continue to coordinate
their respective policies toward the DPRK and
to discuss regional and global issues.

The three leaders expressed their expectation
that the comprehensive and integrated approach
developed jointly by the U.S., the ROK, and
Japan provides an invaluable opportunity to en-
sure peace and stability on the Korean penin-
sula, and they also expressed their hope that
the DPRK responds positively to the concepts
discussed by Dr. Perry during his visit to
Pyongyang last May.

The three leaders confirmed that they are
prepared to undertake measures to improve
their respective relations with the DPRK as the
DPRK addresses the concerns of the U.S., ROK,
and Japan, and takes steps to reduce tensions
and establish lasting peace on the Korean penin-
sula and beyond.

The leaders confirmed that the 1994 Agreed
Framework serves as an integral part of their
joint efforts as they seek improved relations with
the DPRK.

The three leaders reconfirmed their commit-
ment to continue to act in close coordination
at all times.

The leaders expressed grave concern over the
continuing violence and resulting humanitarian

disaster in East Timor. They reaffirmed that the
primary responsibility of restoring law and order
in East Timor resides with the Indonesian gov-
ernment, and urged the Indonesian government
to take prompt measures to ensure that the free
will of the East Timorese people, as clearly ex-
pressed in the referendum of August 30, be
fully respected. They agreed to work closely with
the United Nations and other members of the
international community toward that end, keep-
ing in mind the desirability of maintaining the
stability of Indonesia as a whole in order to
avoid possible negative consequences which
might arise in the region.

The three leaders welcomed the fairly smooth
progress being made in the efforts to overcome
the Asian financial crisis as various economic
indicators show signs of economic recovery, and
have agreed to cooperate closely in order to
sustain the momentum for recovery of the Asian
countries. They underscored the need for APEC
economies to work together for the successful
launching of a new three-year WTO Round at
the November Seattle WTO Ministerial. They
agreed that the region’s leaders must stay the
course with politically difficult macroeconomic
and structural reforms to sustain the region’s
recovery.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the contents of this joint statement.

Remarks on the Situation in East Timor and an Exchange With Reporters

in Auckland
September 13, 1999

The President. Let me begin by saying that
I welcome the statement of President Habibie
last night inviting the United Nations to send
a security force into East Timor. I think that
this is a real tribute to the determination of

the friends of the people there, the Australians,
the New Zealanders here, all the people here
at APEC who express solidarity.

I think there are a couple of points I'd like
to make about it. Number one, it’s important
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