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Sept. 9 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

In the United States, miners are protected
by a strong and effective Federal statute, en-
forced by the Mine Safety and Health Adminis-
tration in the Department of Labor. A tripartite
panel of American government, labor, and busi-
ness representatives has reviewed the convention
and has concluded that the United States can
ratify Convention 176 without changing our laws
or regulations. But in other countries, miners
may lack the legal protections they need and
deserve. I urge the Senate to give its advice
and consent to ratification of this convention,
to help ensure safety and healthful working con-
ditions for miners the world over.

As an institution, the International Labor Or-
ganization plays a vital role in our efforts to
put a human face on the global economy. My
administration, led by Secretary of Labor Alexis
M. Herman and joined by our partners in labor
and business, will continue to support the efforts
of the ILO.

I look forward to working with the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee and the Senate
leadership to advance Convention Number 176
and the other ILO conventions toward ratifica-
tion.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Convention Concerning Safety and
Health in Mines
September 9, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification of the Conven-
tion (No. 176) Concerning Safety and Health
in Mines, adopted by the International Labor
Conference at its 82nd Session in Geneva on
June 22, 1995, I transmit herewith a certified
copy of that Convention.

The report of the Department of State, with
a letter from the Secretary of Labor, concerning
the Convention is enclosed.

As explained more fully in the enclosed letter
from the Secretary of Labor, current United
States law and practice fully satisfies the require-
ments of Convention No. 176. Ratification of

this Convention, therefore, would not require
the United States to alter in any way its law
or practice in this field.

Ratification of additional ILO conventions will
enhance the ability of the United States to take
other governments to task for failing to comply
with the ILO instruments they have ratified.
I recommend that the Senate give its advice
and consent to the ratification of ILO Conven-
tion No. 176.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 9, 1999.

Statement on the Situation in East Timor
September 10, 1999

Let me address the deteriorating situation in
East Timor. I am alarmed by reports I have
just received of attacks on the United Nations
compound in Dili.

It is now clear that the Indonesian military
is aiding and abetting the militia violence. This
is simply unacceptable. The actions of the Indo-
nesian military in East Timor stand in stark con-

trast to the commitments they have given to
the international community.

The Indonesian Government and military
must reverse this course to do everything pos-
sible to stop the violence and allow an inter-
national force to make possible the restoration
of security.
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