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get every day and every week, and I dealt with
it the way I deal with everything.

Q. The First Lady says you didn’t tell her
about your deadline when she——

The President. That’s also true.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:26 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House prior to depar-
ture for New Zealand. In his remarks, he referred
to Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi of Japan; Presi-
dent Kim Dae-jung of South Korea; President
Jiang Zemin of China; Prime Minister Vladimir

Putin of Russia; U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan; former President Jimmy Carter; Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu; Prime Minister Antonio
Guterres of Portugal; Prime Minister John How-
ard of Australia; Prime Minister Jennifer Shipley
of New Zealand; former Senator John C. Dan-
forth, recently appointed Special Counsel to inves-
tigate the Justice Department’s role in the 1993
siege in Waco, TX; and former Counsel to the
President Charles F.C. Ruff. A reporter referred
to FALN, the Puerto Rican Armed Forces of Na-
tional Liberation.

Statement on the Recommendations of the Patten Commission
September 9, 1999

I welcome the unanimous recommendations
of the Independent Commission on Policing (the
Patten Commission), which represent an impor-
tant outcome of the Good Friday agreement.
While it is up to the people of Northern Ireland
to address the specific proposals, I strongly en-
dorse the report’s guiding objective: to take poli-
tics out of policing in Northern Ireland. The
benchmarks identified—effectiveness, efficiency,
impartiality, accountability, representativeness,
and respect for human rights—are the guide-
posts for good policing everywhere. The Com-

mission’s recommendations focus on assuring a
professional police service in Northern Ireland
that meets the highest possible standards and
that enjoys the support of the community as
a whole. The Commission’s approach draws on
best practices from other police forces, including
those in the United States. I am pleased that
two distinguished Americans served on the Pat-
ten Commission, and I commend Chris Patten
and all the members of the Commission for
their efforts.

Statement on the Convention Concerning Safety and Health in Mines
September 9, 1999

Today I am sending to the United States Sen-
ate for advice and consent to ratification Inter-
national Labor Organization (ILO) Convention
Number 176, the ‘‘Convention Concerning Safe-
ty and Health in Mines.’’ I have previously sub-
mitted to the Senate ILO conventions on em-
ployment discrimination (Convention Number
111) and the worst forms of child labor (Con-
vention Number 182). Taken together, these
steps demonstrate the importance I place on
the ILO’s work and my commitment to work
together with labor and business interests
through the ILO to raise labor standards around
the world.

Mining has long been recognized as one of
the most dangerous jobs in the world. Men,
women, and sometimes even children are ex-
posed to hazards that can claim their lives or
destroy their health. Mining employs more than
30 million people worldwide. Although that fig-
ure accounts for only one percent of the world’s
entire work force, mining is responsible for
about 8 percent of fatal accidents at work, or
around 15,000 per year. Despite the consider-
able advances in safety and health throughout
this century, mining remains one of the most
hazardous occupations worldwide.
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