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get every day and every week, and I dealt with
it the way I deal with everything.
Q. The First Lady says you didnt tell her
about your deadline when she
The President. That’s also true.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:26 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House prior to depar-
ture for New Zealand. In his remarks, he referred
to Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi of Japan; Presi-
dent Kim Dae-jung of South Korea; President
Jiang Zemin of China; Prime Minister Vladimir

Putin of Russia; U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan; former President Jimmy Carter; Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu; Prime Minister Antonio
Guterres of Portugal; Prime Minister John How-
ard of Australia; Prime Minister Jennifer Shipley
of New Zealand; former Senator John C. Dan-
forth, recently appointed Special Counsel to inves-
tigate the Justice Department’s role in the 1993
siege in Waco, TX; and former Counsel to the
President Charles F.C. Ruff. A reporter referred
to FALN, the Puerto Rican Armed Forces of Na-
tional Liberation.

Statement on the Recommendations of the Patten Commission

September 9, 1999

I welcome the unanimous recommendations
of the Independent Commission on Policing (the
Patten Commission), which represent an impor-
tant outcome of the Good Friday agreement.
While it is up to the people of Northern Ireland
to address the specific proposals, I strongly en-
dorse the report’s guiding objective: to take poli-
tics out of policing in Northern Ireland. The
benchmarks identified—effectiveness, efficiency,
impartiality, accountability, representativeness,
and respect for human rights—are the guide-
posts for good policing everywhere. The Com-

mission’s recommendations focus on assuring a
professional police service in Northern Ireland
that meets the highest possible standards and
that enjoys the support of the community as
a whole. The Commission’s approach draws on
best practices from other police forces, including
those in the United States. I am pleased that
two distinguished Americans served on the Pat-
ten Commission, and I commend Chris Patten
and all the members of the Commission for
their efforts.

Statement on the Convention Concerning Safety and Health in Mines

September 9, 1999

Today I am sending to the United States Sen-
ate for advice and consent to ratification Inter-
national Labor Organization (ILO) Convention
Number 176, the “Convention Concerning Safe-
ty and Health in Mines.” I have previously sub-
mitted to the Senate ILO conventions on em-
ployment discrimination (Convention Number
111) and the worst forms of child labor (Con-
vention Number 182). Taken together, these
steps demonstrate the importance I place on
the ILO’s work and my commitment to work
together with labor and business interests
through the ILO to raise labor standards around
the world.

Mining has long been recognized as one of
the most dangerous jobs in the world. Men,
women, and sometimes even children are ex-
posed to hazards that can claim their lives or
destroy their health. Mining employs more than
30 million people worldwide. Although that fig-
ure accounts for only one percent of the world’s
entire work force, mining is responsible for
about 8 percent of fatal accidents at work, or
around 15,000 per year. Despite the consider-
able advances in safety and health throughout
this century, mining remains one of the most
hazardous occupations worldwide.
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In the United States, miners are protected
by a strong and effective Federal statute, en-
forced by the Mine Safety and Health Adminis-
tration in the Department of Labor. A tripartite
panel of American government, labor, and busi-
ness representatives has reviewed the convention
and has concluded that the United States can
ratify Convention 176 without changing our laws
or regulations. But in other countries, miners
may lack the legal protections they need and
deserve. 1 urge the Senate to give its advice
and consent to ratification of this convention,
to help ensure safety and healthful working con-
ditions for miners the world over.

As an institution, the International Labor Or-
ganization plays a vital role in our efforts to
put a human face on the global economy. My
administration, led by Secretary of Labor Alexis
M. Herman and joined by our partners in labor
and business, will continue to support the efforts
of the ILO.

I look forward to working with the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee and the Senate
leadership to advance Convention Number 176
and the other ILO conventions toward ratifica-
tion.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Convention Concerning Safety and

Health in Mines
September 9, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification of the Conven-
tion (No. 176) Concerning Safety and Health
in Mines, adopted by the International Labor
Conference at its 82nd Session in Geneva on
June 22, 1995, I transmit herewith a certified
copy of that Convention.

The report of the Department of State, with
a letter from the Secretary of Labor, concerning
the Convention is enclosed.

As explained more fully in the enclosed letter
from the Secretary of Labor, current United
States law and practice fully satisfies the require-
ments of Convention No. 176. Ratification of

this Convention, therefore, would not require
the United States to alter in any way its law
or practice in this field.

Ratification of additional ILO conventions will
enhance the ability of the United States to take
other governments to task for failing to comply
with the ILO instruments they have ratified.
I recommend that the Senate give its advice
and consent to the ratification of ILO Conven-
tion No. 176.

WiLLIAM |. CLINTON

The White House,
September 9, 1999.

Statement on the Situation in East Timor

September 10, 1999

Let me address the deteriorating situation in
East Timor. I am alarmed by reports I have
just received of attacks on the United Nations
compound in Dili.

It is now clear that the Indonesian military
is aiding and abetting the militia violence. This
is simply unacceptable. The actions of the Indo-
nesian military in East Timor stand in stark con-
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trast to the commitments they have given to
the international community.

The Indonesian Government and military
must reverse this course to do everything pos-
sible to stop the violence and allow an inter-
national force to make possible the restoration
of security.
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