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Republican leadership would not permit these
priorities to be pursued. We could never pay
off the debt; it doesn’t add a day to the life
of the Social Security or the Medicare Trust
Funds; it doesn’t provide for prescription drug
coverage and would require cuts in education
and law enforcement. The cuts in education and
law enforcement could be up to 50 percent.

Now, in 1994, because we worked together,
we passed the crime bill that enables us to come
here and celebrate today, to enable every mayor
to sit here and say, “I wish the President were
telling this story about my hometown. There
is this thing I wish was mentioned today.” And
back home, people are celebrating, and no one
asks you when you're a victim of a crime wheth-
er you're a Republican or a Democrat.

And once a person gets elected, when the
mayor walks down the street and we're talking
about saving lives, no one cares what your party
is; they just want people to be safe. We've come
a long way since 1994 with a simple strategy:
more police, fewer guns in the wrong hands.
We don’t want to adopt laws and budgets which
would give us the reverse: fewer police and
more guns in the wrong hands. No one in Amer-

ica wants that to happen. And there is, today,
a bipartisan majority in the Congress that does
not want that to happen.

So, again, I implore the leadership of the
Congress to work with us, to give us safer streets
and a brighter future. In 1994 we were having
a discussion, a debate based on what we thought
would work, based on a year or 2 of experience
in a few places. In 1999 there is no reasonable
debate. We now have 6 years of what works.
We have proven avalanches of indisputable evi-
dence about what it takes to have safe streets
and safe futures for our children. It is an Amer-
ican issue beyond the confines of the Capital
City, and it should become America’s cause as
Congress returns to work.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:11 a.m. in Presi-
dential Hall (formerly Room 450) in the Old Exec-
utive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
to Mayor Wellington E. Webb of Denver, CO;
Police Commissioner John Timoney and Mayor
Edward G. Rendell of Philadelphia, PA; and
Mayor Thomas M. Menino of Boston, MA.

Remarks on the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit and an

Exchange With Reporters
September 9, 1999

The President. Good afternoon. Before I leave
on my trip for New Zealand, I wanted to say
a few words about the trip and a couple of
other issues. These APEC summits started in
1993 when I first invited the leaders of the
Asia-Pacific region to meet in Seattle, Wash-
ington. They bring together the leaders of more
than half the world’s people and half of its eco-
nomic activity.

What we do there will help to decide whether
the global economy continues to move in the
direction of greater openness and integration,
equity, and growth in the next century. This
year one of my most important goals is to get
a commitment on the part of all our Asian-
Pacific partners to rapid, wide-ranging market
opening so that we can launch a new trade
round at the WTO meeting in Seattle in De-

cember. We must stand together against protec-
tionism and for a common future of prosperity.

During the global financial crisis over the last
2 years, the fact that the United States kept
its markets open bolstered Asia and the world.
It helped to keep the crisis from becoming even
worse, and it certainly helped to turn it around.
All of this was good for American workers, as
you can see by the continued low unemploy-
ment rate in our country.

I will meet with Prime Minister Obuchi and
President Kim in Auckland to have the oppor-
tunity to discuss not only economic issues but
also the difficult issues surrounding our relation-
ships with North Korea. I will also meet with
President Jiang and with the new Russian Prime
Minister, Mr. Putin. We will be meeting fol-
lowing a difficult period in Asia.

1511



Sept. 9 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

There are encouraging signs of recovery from
South Korea to Thailand to Japan. There are
also continuing difficulties, as all of you know,
caused by everything from economic distress to
neglect of human rights. Nowhere are those dif-
ficulties more pressing than in Indonesia. It is
the fourth-largest country in the world and the
largest Islamic country. It has been undergoing
an important democratic transformation. It has
the capacity to lift an entire region if it suc-
ceeds, and to swamp its neighbors in a sea of
disorder if it fails.

East Timor

Precisely because Indonesia’s future is impor-
tant, I am so deeply concerned by the failure
of its military to bring a stop to gross abuses
now going on in East Timor. After 24 years,
the people of East Timor voted overwhelmingly
for independence. Now, there are forces who
want to reverse the popular will. At stake are
the lives and way of life of innocent people.
At issue is whether the democratically expressed
will of the people can be overturned by violence
and intimidation.

Also at stake is Indonesia’s own transition to
civilian democratic rule. For these reasons, we
will continue with our allies in Asia and else-
where to make it clear that we expect the au-
thorities to live up to their word and to their
responsibilities.

The Indonesian Government and military are
responsible for the safety of the East Timorese
and of the U.N. mission there. If Indonesia does
not end the violence, it must invite—it must
invite—the international community to assist in
restoring security. It must allow international re-
lief agencies to help people on the ground. It
must move forward with the transition to inde-
pendence. Having allowed the vote and gotten
such a clear, unambiguous answer, we cannot
have a reversal of course here.

The overwhelming weight of international
opinion, from Asia to Africa to Europe to North
America, strongly agrees with this position. Right
now, the international financial institutions are
not moving forward with substantial new lending
to Indonesia. My own willingness to support fu-
ture assistance will depend very strongly on the
way Indonesia handles this situation.

Today I have also ordered the suspension of
all programs of military cooperation with Indo-
nesia effective immediately. Our military leaders
have made crystal clear to senior military offi-
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cials in Indonesia what they must do to restore
our confidence. In the past few days, I have
made many phone calls with our partners in
the region and around the world and with Sec-
retary-General Annan. I applaud the efforts, es-
pecially, of Australia to mobilize a multinational
force to help provide security in East Timor.
I thank all countries that have already agreed
to participate.

The United States is prepared to provide sup-
port to this Australian-led effort. Although we've
made no final decisions, we are consulting with
Congress now on the best way to support this
mission if it goes forward.

The will of the people of East Timor must
not be thwarted. They have a right to live in
peace and security, and they have earned and
voted for their freedom. This issue obviously
will be an important part of our discussions in
New Zealand, and I look forward to having the
opportunity to meet with all of the leaders on
this and the other matters we will discuss. Thank
you.

Tax Cuts

Q. Mr. President, Republicans in Congress
are saying that if you veto their tax cut package,
theyre not likely to send you another one. Are
tax cuts dead for this year, or will you offer
them a little bit more, perhaps, than the $300
billion you said you might be willing to accept?

The President. My bill is $250 billion, and
it provides almost exactly as much aid to middle
class Americans as theirs does. Whether there
is a bill, of course, is up to them; they can
control what bills come up. But if they’re saying,
“Well, it’s our way or no way,” then that is
evidence that this has been pretty much about
politics all along.

I'm all about progress; I want to get some-
thing done. I'd like to see us secure and mod-
ernize Medicare. I am willing to work with them
on the Social Security issue. I think we ought
to run the life of the Social Security Trust Fund
out beyond the life expectancy of the baby boom
generation, and I am willing to provide for a
modest tax cut that will not undermine our abil-
ity to pay down the debt and make this country
debt-free over the next 15 years. So I'm willing
to work with them.

There is always some flexibility in this budget.
We can have an agreement, but it is up to
them. They know good and well I'm not going
to sign this bill. It's wrong for America; it’s
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bad for the economy; it will lead to an increase
in interest rates and a cut in education spending
and a lot of other things that won’t be good;
and it won't add a day to Social Security or
Medicare, and it will undermine our ability to
pay down the debt. So they know that. The
question is whether were going to meet and
work together. My door is open, and I hope
we will.

Go ahead, Ann [Ann Compton, ABC News].
Did you have a question?

Clemency for Members of the FALN

Q. I did, about the FALN. Do you think
now that the clemency has been accepted, but
these—the prisoners say they are political pris-
oners; they challenge the restrictions on them.
And your disagreement with the First Lady, can
you describe to us how you discussed it with
her on the issue of clemency?

The President. Well, first of all, let me discuss
this issue on the merits so youll know what
happened. It came in what I would call the
ordinary course of business from the Counsel’s
Office, and I received a very detailed statement
of the facts and the claims. I was requested
by hundreds of people, including President
Carter, Bishop Tutu, and many other religious
leaders and Members of Congress, to look at
this and act favorably on it. And then, obviously,
there were those who disagreed.

My judgment was that these people should
be offered a conditional clemency for two rea-
sons: One, none of them, even though they be-
long to an organization which has espoused vio-
lent means, none of them were convicted of
doing any bodily harm to anyone; and two, they
had all served sentences that were considerably
longer than they would serve under the sen-
tencing guidelines which control Federal sen-
tencing now. Most of them had been in for
somewhere around 19 years; they had served
very long sentences for offenses that did not
involve bodily harm to other people.

Because I did not believe they should be held
in incarceration, in effect, by guilt by association,
I agreed to offer them clemency if they would
abide by the conditions of parole and specifically
renounce violence.

What that means is, if they get out and they
violate the conditions of parole, and particularly
if they are engaged in any way with people
who are espousing violence, that their parole
will be revoked and theyll have to go back

to prison. So under those circumstances, I felt
then and I still feel that that was the just deci-
sion.

She didn’t know anything about it, as far as
I know, until someone from her office called
and asked her for a comment, because I did
not discuss it with her. I haven’t discussed other
clemency issues with her, and I didn’t think
I should discuss this one. So it was up to her
and entirely appropriate for her to say whatever
she wanted to about it. But I did what I thought
was right, and that’s what I'll continue to do.

Gene [Gene Gibbons, Reuters].

Q. As a very skilled politician, using that per-
spective, if your wife decides on a run for office,
does she figure to be hurt by what many people
perceive as a flip-flop on the issue of clemency
for the Puerto Rican nationalists?

The President. Well, you know, theyll have
to evaluate that as they please. You know what
she said in her statement; I don’t know that
that'’s a flip-flop. I had a different position. I
thought they should be given another week. If,
in the course of this week, if we had come
to tomorrow and they hadn’t taken it and I
had revoked the offer, would that have been
a flip-flop by me? I don’t think so.

The reason I felt they should be given to
this week is, I knew that their lawyer was actu-
ally physically going around to see all of them
and would not finish until, T think, yesterday.
So I thought they ought to be given that amount
of time, and it’s a judgment I made.

East Timor

Q. Mr. President, what level of military sup-
port are you prepared to provide to any peace-
keeping mission, and what recourse do you have
if Indonesia continues to refuse an international
mission for East Timor?

The President. The answer to the first ques-
tion is, we're still—we’re consulting with the
Australians and with others, and we’re also talk-
ing to interested Members of Congress about
this, and no decision has been made. I want
the American people to know two things: Num-
ber one, the Australians have made it clear that
they, being the nearest military authority, intend
to play the largest role and provide the lion’s
share of the effort, and that many other coun-
tries have already agreed to contribute.

But, secondly, the United States has been,
certainly since the Second World War, and in-
deed, going back before, heavily involved in the
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Asia-Pacific region. The Australians and many
of these other countries have been our allies
in every difficulty that we have faced, and I
believe that we should support them in an ap-
propriate way. But that is something that would
still have to be worked out.

Now, the second question you asked is the
most difficult one. There are any number of
countries that are willing to support this endeav-
or; there are any number of countries on the
Security Council who are willing to support it
if Indonesia will ask. The problem is, we're in
this interim period where the East Timorese
have voted for independence, but East Timor
is still a part of Indonesia, and were going
through this transition period.

The frustrating thing to me—and I don’t
know how many phone calls I've made the last
3 or 4 days about this, but the thing that’s
frustrating people all over the world is, they
either can’t or won't stop the violence, which
is leading people to leave. But they don’t want
to admit they can’t, so they don’t want to ask
anybody else to come in. That is why I have
made the statements I've made today about eco-
nomic aid and the military cooperation.

I tried to do this with telephone calls, working
with others. I have seen the frustration and the
anxiety in the voice of the Portuguese Prime
Minister and any other number of leaders who
are passionately concerned about this area, and
obviously Prime Minister Howard in Australia,
Prime Minister Shipley in New Zealand, and
others. We are doing our best. Kofi Annan is
doing his best. He sent a U.N. delegation there.
They arrived there yesterday. So this may be
a question that you'll have to ask me again to-
morrow and the next day and the next day,
because I don’t have a clear answer for you
et.

: Q. What are they telling you? What are the
Indonesians telling you, and have you thought
of economic sanctions?

Q. [Inaudible]—force change in Indonesia
right now would suspend temporarily IMF and
World Bank, who are set to go there. Do you
think that’s the right approach?

The President. First of all, I think today the
right thing to do is to make it clear what our
intentions are. And our intentions are: one, to
stop military and military cooperation right now
until this matter gets resolved; and two, we have
sent a clear signal about what we will do on
economic cooperation if it is not resolved.
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It would be a pity if the Indonesian recovery
were crashed by this, but one way or the other,
it will be crashed by this if they don’t fix it,
because there will be overwhelming public senti-
ment to stop the international economic co-
operation, but quite to the side of that, nobody
is going to want to continue to invest there
if they are allowing this sort of travesty to go
on.

So I think one way or the other, the economic
consequences to them are going to be very dire,
but I think—my statement clearly signals where
I'm prepared to go on the economic issue.

Yes.

Q. If you got asked this, I didn’t hear the
question and I apologize. But what about in
terms of support troops for any international
mission or infantry-level troops? Would it be
mostly just support the United States is consid-
ering at this point?

The President. There are any number of ways
that we can support this mission and participate
in it. But I normally make a practice, and you
will know now after several years of our doing
this from, I guess we started with Haiti and
then Bosnia, I like to consult with the leaders
of Congress. They've been gone; they’re coming
back.

What I want the American people to know
is that the Australians are clearly prepared to
lead this. Prime Minister Howard’s been very
strong, very unambiguous, and very impressive,
I think, in his determination to try to help.
Several other countries have said they will go
along if the Indonesians ask and the United
Nations approves. And I think the United States
should support this mission.

Whatever we do, the lion’s share of the peo-
ple involved will be from the region. But a lot
of those people, starting with the Australians,
have been with us every step of the way for
decades now, and I think we have to be involved
with them in whatever way we can; and our
military people will have to work that out, and
we’ll have to work that out—some consultation
with Congress as well.

Yes, in the back.

Medicare

Q. Yesterday the Senate was nearing to have
some form of prescription drug coverage. Would
you be willing to compromise with the Repub-
licans on this issue to include a means testing
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on Medicaid coverage in order to jump start
negotiations?

The President. In order to jump start what?
I think the question is, would I be willing to
work with the Republicans and take a smaller
drug benefit in order to get one started? Is
that what you said? Is that—what did you say?
I don’t want to misstate you.

Q. If you would accept means testing.

The President. Well, what I don’t want to
do is to accept something that's so meager it
doesn’t mean anything. The real problem with
the medical benefits, the prescription drug ben-
efits available to seniors today in so many of
these programs is that they are so expensive,
they're unaffordable, or they’re so meager, they
don’t mean anything.

Any proposal the President sends to Congress
has got to be, by definition, subject to negotia-
tion and modification. I mean, that's just any
proposal, and you know that. There are things
we could do apart from the prescription drugs
proposal to come closer together on Medicare.
They have acknowledged, as Senator Lott said,
which, as I said at the time, for him was prob-
ably high praise, when I proposed my Medicare
program and I called him about it, he said,
“Well, it’s not as bad as I thought it would
be,” which is another way of saying that I adopt-
ed a lot of the competitive mechanisms and
structural reforms in Medicare that were em-
braced by the Medicare Commission.

I'm willing to work with them, but I don’t
want to undermine the universal character of
the program, the clear benefits of the program.
I don’t want to force people into managed care
by some pricing gimmick, and I don’t want the
drug benefit to be so small as to be meaningless
or so expensive as to be unaffordable. And I
think that—I frankly think the areas we have
for compromise and where I think they want
to go may be more in other areas. But I am
willing—I just want to sit down and talk to
them about it.

Now, we are going to have a chance to do
that because Senator Roth has committed to
mark up a Medicare bill. And so what I would
urge you to do is to watch the progress of the
Medicare bill in the Senate, in the Finance
Commiittee, and see what we have to say about
it. And you'll see whether were working to-
gether or at cross purposes.

East Timor

Q. You've left a big blank on what kind of
response youre getting from the Indonesian
Government. You keep saying what we’re willing
to do and what the Australians—what are
they

The President. The reason I left a big blank
there is that, so far, both the political and mili-
tary authorities have been unwilling—they have
been very clear; they do not want to ask for
international assistance.

Now, that is subject to one of two or three
interpretations. Interpretation number one is,
they believe they can stop this madness in East
Timor and they want to do it, and they don’t
want to have to admit that they have to have
help to do it. Two is, nobody’s got the authority
to make a decision because it’s chaotic there;
they've already had a Presidential election and
parliamentary elections, but they haven't, be-
cause of the complex system for picking a new
leader, they havent done that. Three is that
at least some elements in the country support
what is happening in East Timor for whatever
reasons.

In other words, they didn’t like the results
of the referendum, and they’re trying to undo
it by running people out of the country or into
the grave. There may be other explanations. But,
no, we've gotten very clear answers, which is
at this time they are not prepared to ask for
international help, and we have continued to
press them in our military-to-military contacts,
which have been quite extensive over the last
several years. General Shelton, in particular, has
worked very, very hard to push the Indonesians
to send people in there that can stop this killing
and stop these people from being run out of
their country.

We want to get the humanitarian agencies
in there as well. So that’s what we're doing.
But we've gotten a clear answer. The answer
to date has been no, and that’s what we’re frus-
trated about, because if the answer were no
and they were fixing the problem, that would
be the best of all worlds.

]ap(mese Economy

Q. Mr. President, are you confident that
Japan is on the path to economic recovery?
Today they reported a second straight quarter
of economic growth.
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The President. They're doing better, and I'm
real pleased about it. I think the world should
be pleased about it. I know some in America
are worried. Theyre afraid that a resurgent
Japan means more competition for money and
more pressure on the dollar. But on the whole,
a Japan that could buy more American products
and buy more products in Asia from other Asian
countries would be very much good for the
global economy and therefore good for Amer-
ica’s working people.

So you're asking me, do I know for sure that
their recovery is underway? I think they’re doing
better, and I think Mr. Obuchi has shown real
ability, real talent in getting people together.

We—as you know, our Treasury officials have
continued to recommend things in conversations
with the Japanese that we think will help to
speed up the recovery, but were working with
them well, and I'm pleased that they seem to
be turning around. It's a good thing for the
word.

China-U.S. Relations

Q. Are our relations with China on the mend
now? And what are the prospects for signing
a WTO deal with President Jiang?

The President. Well, we’ve done our best to
do what I think is the honorable and decent
thing in the wake of the terrible accident involv-
ing the Embassy in Belgrade. And we have
made it clear in the recent tensions between
Taiwan and China that we still strongly support
the “one China” policy and the so-called Three
Noes. But we also believe that any differences
between them should be resolved in a peaceful
manner, and we feel very strongly about it.

I hope that those things and the passage of
time will permit us to resume constructive con-
versations with the Chinese, beginning with my
meeting with President Jiang, and I would very
much like to resume the WTO negotiations. I
think it would be good for China, good for the
United States, and good for the world economic
system. So I hope we’ll be able to resume our
talks, and if we resume them, obviously, I hope
we’ll be able to bring them to a successful con-
clusion.

Religious Persecution in China

Q. Sir, have you seen the new State Depart-
ment report on religious persecution out today,
and do you plan on talking about China’s actions
when you meet
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The President. On what?

Q. the State Department report on reli-
gious persecution. Have you seen that today,
and do you plan on talking about China’s ac-
tions, the allegations, when you see President
Jiang on the weekend?

The President. 1 have not seen it, but I will
see it, and if I think it’s appropriate, I'll certainly
bring it up. I brought it up before, and as you
remember, I actually sent a delegation of reli-
gious leaders to China to tour around the coun-
try and to talk to religious leaders in China
and also talk to high representatives of the Chi-
nese Government about that. That'’s a big issue
for the United States. We have legislation on
it, and it’s a very large issue for me, personally.

I've been working on that issue ever since
I got here and in many countries, so I look
forward to having a chance to review the con-
tents of the report and to taking appropriate
action. Thank you.

Attorney General and FBI Director

Q. There’s a lot of pressure on Reno to re-
sign. Do you think Freeh should resign?

The President. 1 think Janet—first of all, in
terms of the merits of this and the FBI, I don’t
have anything to add to what I said last week.
I think that she did the right thing in asking
an outside person to review it. I think that Mr.
Freeh did the right thing in supporting that.
I've known Senator Danforth for—well, I met
him when President Carter was in office, some-
time during that period, so somewhere around
20 years. And I have always thought him an
honorable man and an intelligent and straight-
forward man.

The only thing that I would ask is that he
conduct a thorough and honest inquiry and do
it as promptly as he can so that we can get
the facts, take appropriate action, and go for-
ward. But based on what I know of him and
what I have observed, I think that’s a good
move by the Attorney General, and I certainly
don’t think there’s any reason for her to resign.

Thank you.

Clemency for Members of the FALN

Q. Mr. President, can you say that New York
senatorial politics played no role in the Puerto
Rican decision?

The President. Absolutely. Absolutely. I got
the memo from Mr. Ruff. I didn’t know it was
coming; it came with all the other papers I
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get every day and every week, and I dealt with
it the way I deal with everything.
Q. The First Lady says you didnt tell her
about your deadline when she
The President. That’s also true.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:26 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House prior to depar-
ture for New Zealand. In his remarks, he referred
to Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi of Japan; Presi-
dent Kim Dae-jung of South Korea; President
Jiang Zemin of China; Prime Minister Vladimir

Putin of Russia; U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan; former President Jimmy Carter; Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu; Prime Minister Antonio
Guterres of Portugal; Prime Minister John How-
ard of Australia; Prime Minister Jennifer Shipley
of New Zealand; former Senator John C. Dan-
forth, recently appointed Special Counsel to inves-
tigate the Justice Department’s role in the 1993
siege in Waco, TX; and former Counsel to the
President Charles F.C. Ruff. A reporter referred
to FALN, the Puerto Rican Armed Forces of Na-
tional Liberation.

Statement on the Recommendations of the Patten Commission

September 9, 1999

I welcome the unanimous recommendations
of the Independent Commission on Policing (the
Patten Commission), which represent an impor-
tant outcome of the Good Friday agreement.
While it is up to the people of Northern Ireland
to address the specific proposals, I strongly en-
dorse the report’s guiding objective: to take poli-
tics out of policing in Northern Ireland. The
benchmarks identified—effectiveness, efficiency,
impartiality, accountability, representativeness,
and respect for human rights—are the guide-
posts for good policing everywhere. The Com-

mission’s recommendations focus on assuring a
professional police service in Northern Ireland
that meets the highest possible standards and
that enjoys the support of the community as
a whole. The Commission’s approach draws on
best practices from other police forces, including
those in the United States. I am pleased that
two distinguished Americans served on the Pat-
ten Commission, and I commend Chris Patten
and all the members of the Commission for
their efforts.

Statement on the Convention Concerning Safety and Health in Mines

September 9, 1999

Today I am sending to the United States Sen-
ate for advice and consent to ratification Inter-
national Labor Organization (ILO) Convention
Number 176, the “Convention Concerning Safe-
ty and Health in Mines.” I have previously sub-
mitted to the Senate ILO conventions on em-
ployment discrimination (Convention Number
111) and the worst forms of child labor (Con-
vention Number 182). Taken together, these
steps demonstrate the importance I place on
the ILO’s work and my commitment to work
together with labor and business interests
through the ILO to raise labor standards around
the world.

Mining has long been recognized as one of
the most dangerous jobs in the world. Men,
women, and sometimes even children are ex-
posed to hazards that can claim their lives or
destroy their health. Mining employs more than
30 million people worldwide. Although that fig-
ure accounts for only one percent of the world’s
entire work force, mining is responsible for
about 8 percent of fatal accidents at work, or
around 15,000 per year. Despite the consider-
able advances in safety and health throughout
this century, mining remains one of the most
hazardous occupations worldwide.
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