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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Sept. 4

I salute America’s working men and women and
send best wishes for a wonderful holiday.

BILL CLINTON

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Proposed Juvenile Crime Legislation
September 3, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Leader:)
As the Congress returns this coming week,

I urge you to make it your first order of business
to send me a juvenile crime bill that includes
the Senate-passed gun measures.

The time is long past due to complete work
on this bill. Before the Congress went on its
recess, I asked the conferees to meet during
the break and finish work on the bill. A full
month has passed since the conferees first met,
and I urge you now to finish the job and act
immediately on this vital legislation.

The tragic shooting in Los Angeles just a few
short weeks ago is the latest reminder that we
must do all we can to keep guns out of the
wrong hands. You have the opportunity to send
me a balanced and bipartisan juvenile crime bill
that helps prevent youth violence and includes
the Senate-passed gun provisions to close the

gun show loophole, require child safety locks
for guns, and bar the importation of large capac-
ity ammunition clips. These provisions will help
save lives, and the Congress should make them
the law of the land without further delay.

As millions of our Nation’s children return
to school, we have a responsibility to do every-
thing we can, as quickly as we can, to keep
them safe. The American people are waiting:
don’t let another day pass.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Trent Lott, Senate majority leader. This letter
was embargoed for release until 10:06 a.m. on
September 4. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

The President’s Radio Address
September 4, 1999

Good morning. I’m speaking to you today
from Waterman Elementary School in
Skaneateles, New York, where children, like
those all across America, are now getting back
to the basics of reading, writing, and arithmetic.

When we took office in 1993, Vice President
Gore and I charted a new economic course for
America that took Washington back to basics:
budget discipline, expanded trade, investment in
our people. Today we received more good news
that this strategy is working. The latest economic
report shows that unemployment has now
dropped to 4.2 percent, the lowest rate since
January of 1970. In the last 61⁄2 years, we’ve
created 19.4 million new jobs, the longest peace-
time expansion and the largest budget surplus

in history. With this good news, it is more clear
than ever that the course we’ve charted for the
economy is right for America. Now we must
use this moment of great promise to meet our
large, long-term challenges: to increase oppor-
tunity and responsibility for our citizens and to
strengthen our national community.

Making the most of this moment requires us
to meet the challenges of the aging of America
by saving Social Security and strengthening and
modernizing Medicare with a prescription drug
coverage. It requires us to secure America’s
long-term prosperity by paying down our debt
and getting new investment to areas still un-
touched by our recovery, and it requires us to
continue to pursue an ambitious course to give
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