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launched the most ambitious restoration effort
ever in the magnificent Florida Everglades. And
we’re acting to restore healthy air and pristine
skies to our national parks so that future genera-
tions can see and enjoy them, just as the first
explorers did.

Last year, at my request, Congress approved
new funding to protect other precious lands.
Today I’m pleased to announce our latest ef-
forts. We’ve just reach a landmark agreement
to protect more than 9,000 acres of critical land
next to Yellowstone, another milestone in our
effort to preserve the matchless wonders of
America’s first national park.

Permanently protecting these lands will help
to ensure the survival of the bison and other
herds that roam the wilds of Yellowstone. And
by removing a threat to the underground springs
that feed Yellowstone’s geysers, we’ll ensure that
Old Faithful remains faithful for years to come.
A hundred years from now, families still will
be able to experience the magnificent glory of
Yellowstone.

We’re also protecting several other natural
and historic sites across our country, from an-
cient ruins in Bandelier National Monument,
to the birthplace of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
to California’s spectacular Big Sur coast. We
can all be proud of these latest additions to
our Nation’s endowment. Yet, with more Ameri-
cans visiting our national parks and forests than
ever before, we must do more. Every child de-
serves a chance to hike in an old-growth forest
or wade in a clear, cool stream. And our land
is more than a haven for wildlife or a vacation
spot; it embodies our very history and our cul-
ture.

In too many places, vital pieces of this herit-
age are disappearing. Once lost, they can’t be
replaced. That is why I proposed an historic
lands legacy initiative to open the new century
with an unprecedented commitment to pre-
serving our most precious lands for all time.
First, as part of our balanced budget for the

coming year, I proposed a record $1 billion to
protect natural treasures and provide new re-
sources to States and communities to preserve
farms, urban parks, wetlands, coastlands, and
working forests.

Second, I asked for permanent funding of at
least a billion dollars a year to continue these
efforts through the coming century. My prior-
ities for the new year include new protections
for Civil War battlefields, the Lewis and Clark
trail, the Cape Cod National Seashore, and the
Pelican Island refuge in Florida, America’s first
wildlife refuge.

But these priorities are at risk because Con-
gress has approved only a fraction of my re-
quest. And while we’re taking action to protect
our environment and the public health, the Re-
publican leadership’s risky tax plan would actu-
ally roll back our progress. It would cut funding
to our national parks, even threaten to shut
some of them down.

Now, throughout this century the stewardship
of our lands has not been a partisan issue; it’s
been a bipartisan cause. In that spirit, I urge
Congress to approve my full request for the
coming year for the lands legacy initiative, to
work with me to create a permanent fund to
preserving our lands.

We’re indebted to those who safeguarded our
natural treasures so that we might enjoy them
today, and we owe that same debt to the future.
It is our sacred obligation to leave this land
a better land for our children and for genera-
tions yet to come. Theodore Roosevelt was right,
and it’s time we all heeded him.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:50 p.m. on
August 20 at a private residence in Nantucket,
MA, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 21.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 20 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast.

Statement on the Earthquake in Turkey
August 21, 1999

On behalf of all Americans, Hillary and I offer
our deepest condolences to the loved ones of

those who have lost their lives in this week’s
devastating earthquake in Turkey. Our thoughts
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and prayers are with all of those affected by
this tragedy.

Turkey is our long-time ally, and the people
of Turkey are our friends. Now, with many of
them in desperate need, we must do all we
can to help. And we will. Working with the
Turkish Government and other partners, we are
already engaged in a broad-ranging assistance
effort. Our civilian and military personnel are
participating in search and rescue efforts; assess-
ing emergency humanitarian needs; providing

medical services; delivering medicines, blankets,
and shelter materials; and helping to coordinate
overall international aid.

The task ahead is immense. Approximately
one million people are sleeping outdoors; clean
water is scarce; and the risk of disease is rapidly
increasing. I know many Americans will want
to help relieve the suffering and restore hope
to the people. So I encourage my fellow citizens
to give generously to responsible charitable orga-
nizations that are supporting relief efforts.

Remarks at a Reception for Hillary Clinton in Nantucket
August 21, 1999

[The President’s remarks are joined in progress.]

The President. We met in 1971. I noticed
her in a class we were in in law school. And
I had just broken up with this girl I was going
with. [Laughter] And I noticed her in this class,
and the reason I noticed her in this class, to
be honest, is that she attended it less frequently
than I had. [Laughter] And she was an inter-
esting, compelling looking woman, so I followed
her out of this class. And I got right behind
her, and I said, ‘‘No, this is nothing but trou-
ble.’’ And I turned around, and I walked off,
didn’t say a word to her.

And then I kind of stalked her around the
law school for 2 or 3 weeks, and I’d get up,
and I’d say, ‘‘No, this is nothing but trouble,’’
and I would walk off. [Laughter] So one night
I was in the Yale Law School library. Now,
any of you who have ever seen it, it’s a big
sort of long, gothic room. It’s a skinny, long
room. I’m at one end; Hillary is at the other.
And there was a guy—I still remember this guy’s
name; his name was Jeff Glekel—trying to talk
me into joining the law journal.

And I said—and it was one of these affirma-
tive action things; he wanted a token guy with
an accent. [Laughter] And so he wanted some
redneck on the law journal at Yale. You know,
it seemed like it would be a good thing. And
I kept telling him I didn’t want to be on the
law journal because I was going home to Arkan-
sas to live and what the hell did I need to
be on the law journal. [Laughter] And all the
time I’m staring at Hillary who is at the other
end of the room, with a book.

So in the middle of this guy’s passionate en-
treaty for me to join the law journal, Hillary
slams down the book, and she walks across the
library, and she looks at me and says, ‘‘Look,
you have been staring at me for weeks, and
I’ve been staring back. So at least we ought
to know each other’s name. I’m Hillary Rodham.
What’s your name?’’ I couldn’t remember my
name. [Laughter]

Now, question number one, this woman has
initiative—good in a Senator.

The second thing I want to tell you is this:
In 1973, after we had gone together for 2 years
and we were very much in love, I was very
ambivalent about Hillary coming home to Ar-
kansas. She actually moved to Massachusetts for
a while to work for the Children’s Defense
Fund. And I wanted her to go to New York
or go home to Chicago because I thought she
had such enormous potential for public service.
I didn’t want her to, of course; I wanted her
to go with me. But I was so afraid I was, in
effect, taking away from her life and from this
country the most gifted person I had ever
known up to that time.

Well, over 25 years later, I still haven’t met
anybody I thought was as gifted. And in 1993,
when we moved to the White House, I said,
‘‘I want you to decide where you want to go
and what you want to do when we get out
of here. For 20 years we’ve gone where I want-
ed to go and done what I wanted to do, and
I’ll give you the next 20 years. And if I’m still
alive after that, we’ll fight over the rest.’’
[Laughter]
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