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to ask our Congress to reduce tariffs for most
exports to the United States from Bosnia and
other countries in the region. I pledged to pro-
vide an investment fund of $150 million to en-
courage Americans to invest here and to help
others to set up small businesses.

I pledged to work with our friends here to
bring all nations who comply into the world
trading system so that we can have more bene-
fits flowing into Bosnia and the other countries
in the region. We pledged to expand NATO’s
political and economic partnerships throughout
southeastern Europe. And I asked the Euro-
peans to join with me in helping you economi-
cally and politically. It is time to build the peace.
The war is over, but we have to build a better
peace for Bosnia and all the people of south-
eastern Europe.

Let me say I hope that before long, Serbia,
too, will participate in this economic reconstruc-
tion. But I do not believe that we should give
reconstruction aid to Serbia as long as it rejects
democracy and as long as Mr. Milosevic is in
power. We have had enough of ethnic cleansing.

But I want you to understand, I did not in-
volve the United States in Bosnia or in Kosovo

to hurt Serbian people. We took a stand for
the humanity of all people and against anyone
who seeks to use racial, religious, or ethnic dif-
ferences to promote hatred and crush people’s
hopes and deny children like those on this stage
with me their God-given right to an education
and a safe future.

I want this school—this school rebuilt—to be
the symbol of all of our tomorrows. And I will
do my best to see that the United States is
your partner and your friend.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:52 p.m. in the
courtyard at Treca Gimnazija (Third High
School). In his remarks, he referred to student
Jana Jakic, who introduced the President; Sarajevo
Canton Prime Minister Beriz Belkic; former Bos-
nia-Herzegovina Presidency Members Kresimir
Zubak (Croat) and Momcilo Krajisnik (Serb); cur-
rent Presidency Members Alija Izetbegovic (Mus-
lim), Ante Jelavic (Croat), and Zivko Radisic
(Serb); and President Slobodan Milosevic of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro).

Statement on the Murder of Neelan Thiruchelvam
July 30, 1999

Hillary and I were shocked and saddened by
the tragic death of Neelan Thiruchelvam at the
hands of terrorists in Sri Lanka today. We ex-
tend our deepest condolences to his wife and
family.

Neelan Thiruchelvam was a constitutional law-
yer and human rights advocate who was well-
known and well-respected far beyond his coun-
try. He devoted himself to seeking a peaceful

and just solution to the tragic conflict that has
caused so much bloodshed in Sri Lanka.

Hillary was deeply moved by her meeting
with Mr. Thiruchelvam during her 1995 visit
to Sri Lanka. With his death, a powerful voice
for reconciliation in Sri Lanka has been silenced.
I hope that this tragedy will spur efforts to find
an end to the fighting and to build a lasting
peace in Sri Lanka.

Statement on Senate Action on a Proposed Republican Tax Cut
July 30, 1999

The Senate made the wrong choice for Amer-
ica’s future today. By pushing through a tax plan
that is too big and too bloated, the majority

party has pushed aside our vital national prior-
ities.
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The Republican tax cut is so large it would
undo our fiscal discipline and imperil our pros-
perity. It would crowd out our commitments
to pay down the debt, to save Social Security,
and to strengthen and modernize Medicare with
a long-overdue prescription drug benefit. And
it would demand drastic cuts in defense, edu-
cation, law enforcement, agriculture, and the en-
vironment.

Let’s be clear on what exactly this fight is
about and what it isn’t. It’s not about whether
to cut taxes. It’s about whether to have tax cuts
that save Social Security and Medicare, or tax

cuts that undermine them; tax cuts in the na-
tional interest, or tax cuts for special interests.

I will not sign a tax plan that shortchanges
our seniors and our young people. I will not
sign a plan that signs away our future. If Con-
gress passes that kind of plan, I will veto it.

We should put first things first. We should
pay down the debt, save Social Security,
strengthen and modernize Medicare, and keep
our crucial national commitments. We can do
these things and still have the right kind of
tax cuts. I urge the Congress to put aside plans
that are plainly wrong for America and to work
with me for what’s right.

Remarks in a Discussion With Regional Independent Media in Sarajevo
July 30, 1999

Postwar Bosnia

[The discussion began with a Sarajevo journalist
thanking the President for his action in Bosnia
and his support for democracy. He asked about
the leadership of President Slobodan Milosevic
of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia
and Montenegro) and U.S. efforts to help deliver
indicted war criminals to the U.N. War Crimes
Tribunal.]

The President. Let me answer the second
question first because I think it leads us back
to the first question. We were the principal sup-
porter of creating this War Crimes Tribunal,
and we have made very strong contributions to
it, financial contributions. And we have worked
hard to cooperate with it. So the answer to
that is, we have cooperated strongly.

We also have been a part of an operation
in Bosnia that has arrested, I think, about 29
of the 80 people who have been indicted. In
the case of Mr. Mladic and Mr. Karadzic,
they’re not in the American sector. And when
the United Nations accepted the mandate of
going into Bosnia, the mandate was that they
could and would arrest any people who had
been indicated by the War Crimes Tribunal if
they, in effect, came across them, but they
wouldn’t start another war to get them. That
was basically the mandate. And I think we
should continue to do everything we can to ar-
rest people. But I think if—there’s no question
that the effectiveness, the impact, of both those

men has been, in effect, ended or dramatically
reduced.

Now, to go back to your first question. You
said, is Milosevic the only nationalist politician
who’s causing problems? I don’t think you could
go that far, but I believe that basically the mis-
ery of Bosnia, the war, the 4-year war, and what
happened in Kosovo is because of his 12-year
rule and because he had a policy to gain and
enhance his power based on selling Greater Ser-
bia to people, the idea that anybody who wasn’t
a Serb was an enemy, had no political legit-
imacy, that their religion was no good, their
ethnic background was no good, it was okay
to disregard them and uproot them, and maybe
okay to kill them.

And here in Bosnia, 250,000 people died, and
a quarter of a million people were made refu-
gees. In Kosovo, because we acted more quickly,
not so many people died. We know of 10,000,
although there are a lot of mass graves that
have been dug up, and people have been
moved, so we don’t know for sure. But 800,000
or more refugees—most of them have gone
home in Kosovo, unlike Bosnia, where, because
the thing went on longer here, they are taking
longer to go back.

So I say, you know, each—the politicians,
when they run for office, there are all kinds
of shades, you know. There are people who may
be nationalists but still prepared to work with

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 14:26 Sep 06, 2001 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00258 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\TEMP\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T11:51:18-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




