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July 28 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Burdensharing
in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
July 28, 1999

Dear Mr. Chairman:
Pursuant to section 3 of the resolution of ad-

vice and consent to ratification of the Protocols
to the North Atlantic Treaty of 1949, on the
Accession of Poland, Hungary, and the Czech
Republic (the ‘‘resolution’’), I hereby transmit
a report concerning Burdensharing in the Alli-
ance.

This report is comprised of two sections,
which provide the information required by sec-
tion 3(2)(B) of the resolution to the extent that
such information is available. The unclassified
section covers common NATO budgets, national
defense budgets and their adequacy, costs in-
curred to date in connection with the member-
ship of Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Repub-
lic, and the status of discussions concerning
NATO membership for Partnership for Peace

countries. A classified addendum covers NATO
members’ capabilities to deploy and sustain
combat forces.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John W. War-
ner, chairman, Senate Committee on Armed Serv-
ices; Floyd Spence, chairman, House Committee
on Armed Services; Ted Stevens, chairman, Sen-
ate Committee on Appropriations; C.W. Bill
Young, chairman, House Committee on Appro-
priations; Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations; and Benjamin A. Gil-
man, chairman, House Committee on Inter-
national Relations. An original was not available
for verification of the content of this letter.

Remarks at ‘‘In Performance at the White House’’
July 28, 1999

The President. Thank you. The first thing I
want you to do is relax, because I’m not going
to play, and you’ll have to—[laughter]—but I’ll
be wishing.

At the millennium event on jazz we had here
last year, the great Wynton Marsalis said that
just as we wouldn’t have democracy without the
foundation of our Constitution, so we wouldn’t
have jazz without the foundation of the blues.
Like our Constitution, the blues is a great Amer-
ican tradition, whose power to move never
seems to diminish and whose influence never
seems to stop growing.

This compelling and wonderful music, once
heard only on rural Southern porches and in
South Side Chicago bars, now enjoys an audi-
ence as broad as America itself. In fact, now
the whole world knows about the blues, and
there are fans from Berlin to Bangkok who can
tell you the life stories of blues icons like Bessie
Smith and Robert Johnson. Today, there are
more blues artists, more blues listeners, more
blues clubs, and more blues recordings than

ever before. Even TV commercials now feature
the blues, which dramatically reduces the num-
ber of people who hit the mute button. [Laugh-
ter]

Tonight we celebrate the music that has given
birth to or influenced the whole large landscape
of American music, from ‘‘Rhapsody in Blue’’
to rap. So it’s fitting that our host is a master
of the great range of American music and enter-
tainment, Miss Della Reese. If talent and per-
sonality are truly gifts from above, then Della
Reese really has been ‘‘Touched by an Angel.’’
[Laughter] Please join me in welcoming Della
Reese. [Applause]

[At this point, the program proceeded. Following
the performances, the President made brief re-
marks, which are joined in progress.]

The President. ——whether I want to be
young like Jonny, or like B.B. when I’m a little
older. [Laughter] They were all magnificent.

You know, we saw tonight in all these won-
derful performers why blues is truly one of
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