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the first time since 1835 and taking extra steps
to bring money into these inner-city neighbor-
hoods, the rural neighborhoods, the Indian res-
ervations, where there has been no economic
recovery.

Let’s continue to make sure that we are in-
vesting in the education of our young people.
We’ll still have money for a tax cut that could
include long-term care, child care—for me,
helping ordinary families save for retirement.
But the main thing is not so much what the
elements of it are but that it’s not so big that
it either throws us into debt or requires us to
compromise our future.

Now, that is the way I see this. I wonder
if 36 years from now you will remember what
was going on in Washington with the same clar-
ity that I remember. But I can tell you, it was
by no means certain that Congress and the
country would do the right thing on civil rights.
Indeed, President Kennedy, when he addressed
the Boys Nation delegates, thanked us for our
resolution on civil rights and bemoaned the fact
that the Governors, who had just met a week
before we did, could not reach agreement; they
could not reach across party lines and regional
lines to stand up for the elemental principal
of civil rights. And he thanked us for doing
it.

Thirty years later, 36 years later, it looks like
Boys Nation was right, and the Governors’ Asso-
ciation was wrong. [Laughter] Just look around
this crowd today. Look at all the differences
represented by the young men and women here.
Who could possibly say that America is not bet-
ter off for the progress we have made? But
you need to know a lot of people lost their
jobs in election sticking up for civil rights in

places where it wasn’t so popular. A lot of Con-
gressmen lost their jobs in 1994 because they
voted to bring the deficit down, or they voted
for the Brady bill or the assault weapons ban,
which helped to give up the lowest crime rate
in 26 years.

But sometimes you have to look to the long
run. And one of the things that the sad events
of the last couple of weeks have reminded us
all of is that the gifts of life and the burdens
of life do not fall according to some rational
plan—that all of our lives, even if we live to
be 80—or in the case of Secretary Riley’s father,
over 90—life is still fleeting. And the great test
is to try to enjoy and make the most of every
day and still sow the seeds for your children
to have a better tomorrow.

That is what we are trying to do here. Thomas
Jefferson said every difference of opinion is not
a difference of principle. If we can remember
that here, I think we can once again reach
across the party lines and the regional lines and
think about the long-term interest of America.
It has been a long, long time since our country
has had a chance to make provisions for the
next generation with absolute confidence,
unencumbered by the burdens of just getting
through the day. That is where we are. And
I am determined to do everything I can to see
that we make the most of it to give you the
chance to live your dreams.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:52 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Teah Frederick, president, Girls
Nation; Ryan Rippel, president, Boys Nation; and
authors Donald L. Barlett and James B. Steele.

Statement on Senate Action on Juvenile Crime and Gun Legislation
July 28, 1999

Today, after weeks of partisan delay, the Sen-
ate finally appointed conferees on juvenile crime
and gun legislation. While I am heartened by
this modest progress, more than 3 months have
passed since the tragedy at Columbine, and
Congress has yet to send me a bill to make
commonsense gun reforms the law of the land.
I challenge the House to follow the Senate’s

lead and appoint conferees before the August
recess, so that the full Congress can get back
to work and pass a bill with strong gun provi-
sions as our children go back to school.
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