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will do its part. And that should include the
approval by our Congress of the commitments
we made at Wye to help the parties promote
the peace process.

Mr. Prime Minister, I know you are more
than ready for the challenge ahead. Americans
know you as a great war hero. They may not
know you as a classical pianist, a systems analyst,
a tinkerer who can take apart and repair any
clock, and, I am told, pick any lock. [Laughter]
I don’t know what you’re thinking about for
a career change, but—[laughter].

They may not know about your parents’ path
to Israel, how your father saw his parents killed
by Cossacks in Lithuania, while you mother’s
parents perished in the Holocaust. The qualities
you have and the experiences you have known
have shaped a leader of extraordinary breadth
and depth. A leader who is a decorated warrior
but, who, like another decorated warrior, Yitzhak
Rabin, has the courage to make peace, the hu-
manity to treat old adversaries with dignity and
fairness, the wisdom to know that the land
which brought forth the world’s great religions,
who share a belief in one loving creator, God,

that cares for us all, surely that region can be
a land of milk and honey for all who call it
home.

President Theodore Roosevelt, also a warrior
turned peacemaker, said when he received the
Nobel Peace Prize, ‘‘Words count only when
they give expression to deeds.’’ Much of the
hard work of turning words to deeds remains
to be done. I am grateful that the people of
Israel have called upon you for your greatest
command: to bring to life the cherished dream
of shalom, salaam, peace.

Please join me in a toast to Prime Minister
Barak, to Nava, to all of the friends of peace
here, especially to you, Leah Rabin, and to the
people of Israel.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:20 p.m. in the
South Lawn Pavilion at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Prime Minister Barak’s
wife, Nava; and Leah Rabin, widow of slain Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Prime Minister Barak.

Remarks to the 1999 Women’s World Cup Champion United States Soccer
Team
July 19, 1999

The President. Good morning. Please be seat-
ed. Hillary and Al and Tipper and I are de-
lighted to welcome all of you here, the members
of the team, the Members of Congress, who
are here. We want to welcome Marla Messing,
the president of the Women’s World Cup;
Donna de Varona, the chairman of the Women’s
World Cup Organizing Committee. Thank you
and—yes, give them a hand. [Applause] And
we want to welcome this remarkable team. They
are all here, but two, today; that’s an amazing
turnout. Give them a hand. [Applause]

We all know this is both a moment of celebra-
tion and a moment of sadness for the United
States, and our thoughts and prayers are with
the families of John Kennedy and Carolyn and
Lauren Bessette. It is at times like this that
we really stop to recognize that, as big and
diverse as our country is, we can come together
as a national family. We can come together in

sorrow or in joy if it reflects the values that
we honor most.

This is one of those moments. The Women’s
World Cup champions, here at the White
House, brought America to its feet, had us
screaming our lungs out with pride and joy.
They also didn’t spare us the suspense. [Laugh-
ter] But their triumph has surely become Amer-
ica’s triumph. We are all proud them, and we
are thrilled to have them here at the White
House today.

As someone who got to watch the game at
the Rose Bowl, who sat so far on the edge
of my seat I actually almost fell out of the
skybox, I can’t help recalling just a few moments
of that game. Kristine Lilly heading away what
would have been a game-winning goal for the
other side, in overtime. She’s not here, but I
have to mention Michelle Akers charging up
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and down until she collapsed from shear exhaus-
tion. The perfectly timed leap Briana Scurry
made to the left to block China’s third penalty
kick.

I might say, I saw the last three games, and
I concluded that if I had to do it all over again,
I’d like to be a goalie. [Laughter] No pressure.
[Laughter]

And of course, Brandi Chastain’s perfect shot
right into the top right corner of the goal to
win the World Cup.

The day after the game, a lot of us who
aren’t so young anymore were trying to search
the whole cluttered attic of our memories to
try to think if there was ever a time when there
had been a more exciting climax to an athletic
event that meant as much to so many. I’m not
sure that in my lifetime there has been. It’s
no wonder that so many young girls like
Stefaney Howell here are following the lead of
our World Cup champions.

Over a half million girls and young women
have begun playing soccer in the 8 years since
America won the World Cup in 1991. Thanks
to these women, America’s passion for women’s
soccer and women’s sports in general is growing,
and we owe them a lot for that.

I also can’t help mentioning briefly, again,
the role that Title IX has played in all this,
and for all of you who have supported it, I
thank you very much. I can say this: For the
Clintons and the Gores, the proud parents of
daughters, it is always a wonderful thing to see
women finding new ways of expressing their
God-given talents and abilities. Because what
we want for our children is what I think all
Americans want for all of our children, whether
they’re girls or boys, which is a chance to find
their way and to follow their dreams.

These women have sent a signal, loud and
clear, to millions and millions and millions of
girls that they can follow their dreams. And I
thank them for that.

Now, you will be happy to know I have exer-
cised some leadership today. It’s over 90 degrees
out here, and I cut my speech in half. [Laugh-
ter] Who’s next? Are you next? I don’t know
who’s next—I think Hillary is next, the First
Lady.

[At this point, the First Lady, DC SCORES
youth soccer program participant Stefaney How-
ell, Tipper Gore, Vice President Al Gore, and
team cocaptain Julie Foudy made brief remarks.
Team cocaptain Carla Overbeck then presented
several gifts to the Clintons and Gores.]

The President. You have all been very patient
in this warm, hot sun. I want to, again, say
thank you all for coming. Thank you for sup-
porting America’s soccer team. I want to thank
the women on the team. I would be remiss
if I did not say, also, how profoundly impressed
I was at the quality of their opposition.

You know, when we had the last NCAA men’s
basketball championship, and UConn beat
Duke, the Duke coach said something I think
every coach would like to say. He said, ‘‘We
did not lose this game; we were defeated.’’ The
German team, the Chinese team, the Brazilian
team, they can honestly say that, too. And this
is something happening all over the world, for
which I am very grateful. And again, I am very
grateful that our women are leading the way.

Thank you very much. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Marla Messing, president and chief
executive officer, 1999 Women’s World Cup Or-
ganizing Committee; and Duke University men’s
basketball coach Mike Krzyzewski. The President
also referred to Title IX, Prohibition of Sex Dis-
crimination, of the Education Amendments of
1972 (Public Law 92–318).

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Ehud Barak of
Israel
July 19, 1999

President Clinton. Good afternoon. Please be
seated. Prime Minister Barak and I have had

a very good series of meetings over the past
few days. Of course, we have focused primarily
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