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education. Then, together, we can budget for
the kind of tax cuts we need and can afford
while we pay off the debt and guarantee a
strong America in the 21st century.

This is a very good time for our country.
We’re on the right path; let’s stay on it, use
our surplus wisely, think about our children’s
future. Then the 21st century will be America’s
best days.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:30 p.m. on
July 16 in Room 136 at Amos Hiatt Middle School
in Des Moines, IA, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m.
on July 17. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on July 16 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.

Statement on Representative Michael P. Forbes’ Decision To Join the
Democratic Party
July 17, 1999

Politics at its best is about ideas, ideas that
lead to real advances for the American people.
That is why I welcome Congressman Michael
Forbes’ decision to join the Democratic Party,
a decision based on our shared commitment to
a vigorous, innovative agenda for America’s fu-
ture.

Our party is inclusive and committed to a
new direction for the 21st century. Today, we
are fighting for the Patients’ Bill of Rights, for
using the surplus first to save Social Security
and Medicare and provide seniors access to pre-
scription drugs, for paying off our national debt
and investing more in quality education for all

our children, and for a responsible middle class
tax cut. Michael Forbes has embraced these
ideas. The congressional Republicans have re-
jected them. We welcome him to the Demo-
cratic Party and to the fight for America’s fu-
ture.

Michael Forbes has changed parties because
he believes it is best for his constituents, for
the people of New York, and for our country.
He is joining a party that welcomes independent
thinking and the courage to change. I know
he made a hard choice, but it is the right choice
for his constituents, for his own children, and
for our Nation.

Remarks on the Search for John F. Kennedy, Jr., Carolyn Bessette
Kennedy, and Lauren Bessette
July 18, 1999

As the search continues, I want to express
our family’s support, and offer our prayers and
those of all Americans for John Kennedy, Jr.;
his wife, Carolyn; her sister Lauren; and to their
fine families.

I also want to thank the Coast Guard and
all those who have worked so hard in this en-
deavor.

For more than 40 years now, the Kennedy
family has inspired Americans to public service,
strengthened our faith in the future, and moved
our Nation forward. Through it all they have
suffered much, and given more.

In recent years, in particular, John Kennedy,
Jr., and Carolyn have captured our imagination
and won our affection. I will always be grateful
for their kindnesses to Hillary and Chelsea and
me.

At this difficult moment, we hope the families
of these three fine young people will feel the
strength of God, the love of their friends, and
the prayers of their fellow citizens.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:13 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to the search and rescue efforts off
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