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African nations that involves listening and work-
ing with them. It serves America’s national inter-
ests in creating new markets for American goods
and services; in building strong, reliable, and

democratic partners overseas; and in creating
a more prosperous and stable world. I urge Con-
gress to seize this opportunity by passing the
African growth and opportunity act.

Statement on the Deutch—Specter Commission Report

July 14, 1999

I welcome the report of the Commission To
Assess the Organization of the Federal Govern-
ment To Combat the Proliferation of Weapons
of Mass Destruction (the Deutch-Specter Com-
mission).

The Chairman, John Deutch, the Vice Chair-
man, Senator Specter, and other commissioners
have provided a comprehensive study of how
we should organize the U.S. Government to deal
with the threat of proliferation, which poses one

of the most serious challenges to national and
international security that we face.

The Commission’s report contains a number
of interesting recommendations and observations
that deserve serious consideration. I have asked
my National Security Adviser, Samuel Berger,
to coordinate an interagency review and assess-
ment of the Commission’s recommendations and
report back to me within 60 days with advice
on specific steps.

Remarks to the College Democrats of America
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Thank you. I ought to quit while I'm ahead.
[Laughter] Harold, you ought to be giving that
speech for yourself some day. That was pretty
great. I was definitely impressed.

Thank you for your wonderful welcome. I
want to thank all the College Democrat officers:
your national chair, Reta Lewis, who used to
be in the White House with me; Vice President
Brendan Tully; Executive Director  Jeff
Schulman; National Field Director Lisa Kohnke;
and all the people who helped to organize this,
your largest meeting ever.

Let me say a special word of welcome or
greetings on behalf of the Vice President. Elev-
en years ago he almost single-handedly brought
the College Democrats of America back, and
I'm glad you came back. We have needed you.

My administration has been, in large measure,
about giving the young people of America a
better America in the 21st century, an America
where there is opportunity for every responsible
citizen and where we are coming together as
a community across all the lines that divide us.

When I ran for President in 1992, I was infu-
riated that I had seen election after election
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after election and then Washington in between
use rhetoric to divide us and to create a majority
based on not being “them.” I didn’t think it
was good for America then; I don’t think it’s
good for America today. I have done everything
I could do to get all of us to see that what
we have in common is much more important
than what divides us.

I must say that the young people of America,
who increasingly live more and more together
with those who are at least superficially different
from themselves, are going to have to lead
America to that future. The work that you have
done, the registration efforts that you have
done—in 1996, under the leadership of your
former executive director, Susan Blad Seldin,
CDA helped to register over a million young
people—that is very, very important.

I want to say something serious tonight. This
is—we've got a very festive atmosphere, and I
know the fire marshal is concerned about how
many people we've crammed in this room—
[laughter]—but I want to say something really
serious to you. I'm not running for anything
anymore. I'm not on the ballot in 2000. I'm
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