Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Jan. 16
There are many other ways citizens can honor
Dr. King. For one thing, you can give the gift
of life by donating blood. America’s blood supplies are now critically low because severe winter weather has hindered blood drives in several
regions. I urge every American to find out
where you can donate blood by calling 1–800–
GIVE LIFE.
We can also honor Dr. King by working in
our own neighborhoods to promote racial reconciliation. Today I am proud to release a report
growing out of our Presidential Initiative on
Race. It’s called, ‘‘Pathways To One America
in the 21st Century,’’ and it’s a guide to some
of our communities’ best ways of building that
elusive one America, one neighborhood, one
school system, one workplace at a time.
For example, thanks to a creative initiative
in greater Philadelphia, students from different
parts of town have formed teams to design and
then conduct projects such as food drives or
after-school programs for younger kids. In the
beginning, suburban students and city students
tended to stick to themselves. But gradually,
the students discovered the things they had in

common, and by the end, the barriers had broken down. It has been a stunning success.
To learn more about this promising practice
and more than 100 others, please visit the White
House website. We want every community in
America to get involved in projects such as
these.
Until all children of all backgrounds have the
chance to live up to their God-given potential,
free from want, in a world at peace, Dr. King’s
work, and our work, will not be complete. To
honor what would have been Dr. King’s 70th
birthday, I urge all Americans to rise to the
highest calling in our land: the calling of active
citizenship. For if we work together as true
neighbors, we can realize Dr. King’s most enduring dream.
Thanks for listening.
NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House. The Martin
Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday proclamation
of January 15 is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Statement on the Situation in Kosovo
January 16, 1999
I condemn in the strongest possible terms
the massacre of civilians by Serb security forces
that took place last night in the village of Racak
in Kosovo. This was a deliberate and indiscriminate act of murder designed to sow fear among
the people of Kosovo. It is a clear violation
of the commitments Serbian authorities have
made to NATO. There can be no justification
for it.
The perpetrators must be brought to justice.
The Serb authorities must act immediately to
identify those responsible. They must cooperate
with the Kosovo Verification Mission and the
International War Crime Tribunal. They must

withdraw security forces, carry out all the commitments they have made to NATO, and cease
their repression.
We are in close contact with Secretary-General Solana and our NATO allies. Together, we
will work to stop the repression and prevent
an escalation of fighting.
It is urgent that these murders not trigger
a spiral of reprisals. Both sides have a responsibility to work towards a peaceful resolution of
this crisis and for a settlement that allows the
people of Kosovo the self-government they so
clearly deserve.
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