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reports, the full horror of that campaign is only
now becoming clear.

I would like to thank the President and the
Prime Minister for all that you have done to
protect democracy and the tolerance it needs
to thrive. Now that ethnic cleansing has been
defeated in Kosovo, we must build something
better in its place throughout Europe, and espe-
cially in southeastern Europe.

You know, every leader likes to talk of the
future, but today in your Congress Square I
saw the future in the faces of the young people
who braved the rains to express their support
for our shared dreams. I saw those who will
lead a free Slovenia into the new millennium.

Your history is enshrined in this magnificent
castle we enjoy this evening, but your future

is in those young people. And it is in good
hands.

So I ask you now to rededicate yourselves
to the dreams which brought the people out
in the rain today. We owe it to them, to our
forebears, and to generations yet unborn.

Please join me in a toast to the President,
to the Prime Minister, and the people of this
wonderful country.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:40 p.m. in the
Dining Hall at Brdo Castle. In his remarks, he
referred to Stefka Kucan, wife of President Kucan;
and Prime Minister Janez Drnovsek of Slovenia.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.
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President Gligorov. 1 wish to thank President
Clinton for his personal contribution and for
everything he has done for the Republic of Mac-
edonia, supporting our independence and secu-
rity, and especially now, during the course of
the Kosovo crisis, which I wish to believe we
will soon be leaving behind us.

President Clinton’s visit to the Republic of
Macedonia is a confirmation of this personal
engagement. And I would not wish to miss this
opportunity to express my appreciation also to
Mrs. Hillary Clinton, the First Lady of the
United States, for her readiness and under-
standing to help.

Our discussions were, in effect, a continuation
of top level of the fruitful dialog that exists
between our two countries and is particularly
intensive in these past few months. We dis-
cussed the situation in the region. We reiterated
our views that a democratized Yugoslavia is the
key to stability and prosperity of the whole of
the Balkans. Yugoslavia should preserve its terri-
torial integrity and sovereignty, and with it,
Kosovo should obtain broad autonomy and max-
imum possible guaranteed rights for its citizens
and minority members, in accordance with Eu-
ropean standards. The Macedonian model of
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multiethnic democracy is proof that this is pos-
sible, even in the Balkans.

Today we also—the essential need for the
presence of the United States of America in
southeastern Europe. The war in Bosnia and
now in Kosovo has confirmed this.

Now, the active engagement of the United
States of America to the realization of the Sta-
bility Pact is enforced with the same necessity.
It is time for active American economic pres-
ence in the region, which is also important for
its stability, development, and prosperity.

We here in the Republic of Macedonia antici-
pate American support in the speeding up of
the democratic processes in the whole region,
integration into NATO and consequently the
European Union.

Once again, my most sincere regards to our
esteemed and high guest.

President Clinton. Thank you very much, Mr.
President, Mr. Prime Minister, leaders of the
Macedonian Government and political life, par-
ties in Parliament who were freely elected last
November.

I thank the President for his statement and
would like to reply by saying that I came here
for two reasons. First, I want to thank the lead-
ers and the people of Macedonia for helping
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a just cause to prevail in Kosovo, for giving
shelter and hope to the Kosovar refugees, and
for welcoming our NATO troops who came here
to help those refugees.

NATO could not have achieved its mission
without you; the people of Kosovo would not
be going home to security and autonomy with-
out you. I came here, as much as anything else,
to say thank you.

Second, I came here because I believe the
United States, our NATO Allies and, indeed,
all nations of the world who support the reversal
of ethnic cleansing and respect for human rights
and minority rights have a responsibility to help
Macedonia to overcome the economic hardships
that the recent crisis has imposed and to return
to a path to prosperity and even stronger de-
mocracy and freedom.

Already, our total aid to Macedonia has more
than tripled over last year to $72 million, and
today we will provide another $12 million in
food commodities. In the months ahead, we will
do more. But we are also committed to the
restoration of economic opportunity and jobs in
Macedonia. Today I am delighted that an
executive of the American company Liz Clai-
borne came with the First Lady here to Mac-
edonia to follow up on her trip and to announce
that they would be reopening facilities and em-
ploying somewhere between 2,000 and 3,000 of
your people. We will encourage other American
businesses now to look at Macedonia as a model
of stability at the end of the conflict in Kosovo.

Finally, Mr. President, let me reaffirm once
more our belief that in order to build a future

of freedom and prosperity, in which human
rights and minority rights are everywhere re-
spected, in which nations are not torn apart
by yesterday’s hatreds and violence, we must
make this Stability Pact a success. We must cre-
ate real opportunities for ordinary citizens
throughout ~southeastern Europe. And the
United States is committed to doing that.

But the thing that is even more important,
Mr. President, is that the Macedonian people
and leaders are committed to that kind of fu-
ture. I think it is worth noting that this country
is not ethnically homogeneous. It has its own
challenges. And yet, in spite of that, you were
willing to take these refugees, 300,000 of them;
50,000 have already gone home. You bore this
burden at great cost and considerable risk so
that we could together pursue a vision of south-
eastern Europe very different from what the
horrible ethnic cleansing in Bosnia and Kosovo
represent.

We have stopped that. Now it is time to build
that better future. And I pledge to you, sir,
that the United States will work with you, and
we will do this together.

Thank you.

NoOTE: The remarks began at 1:43 p.m. in the
President’s Ceremonial Office at the Parliament
Building. In his remarks, President Clinton re-
ferred to Prime Minister Ljubco Georgievski of
Macedonia; and Paul R. Charron, chairman and
chief executive officer, Liz Claiborne, Inc. Presi-
dent Gligorov’s remarks could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.
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Thank you. Thank you very much. First of
all, T would like to thank all the people who
have shared time with my family and me, all
these children and their parents. And I would
like to say a special word of appreciation to
all the workers here who have come from all
over the world to help you recover your lives.
I thank them very much.

The second thing I would like to say is that
I have brought with me a number of people
who helped me make sure the United States

and NATO did the right thing by the people
of Kosovo, and they are also very proud to be
here. And I want to thank them, and I hope
you will thank them—Mr. Berger and all the
other people on our team—because we’re proud
of what we did because we think it’s what Amer-
ica stands for, that no one ever—ever—should
be punished and discriminated against or killed
or uprooted because of their religion or their
ethnic heritage. And we are honored to be here
with you.
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