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they have something to look forward to and
something to work for and something to get
up in the morning and smile about, it's a lot
easier for people with superficial differences to
find common interests. And so we have to be
a part of that, as well.

Whenever I come to Missouri, a State I've
always loved, since I grew up to the south, in
Arkansas, I think of President Truman, who was
the President when I was born and whom my
family idolized. Congressman Skelton knew
Harry Truman, and I think that we would all
admit that Harry Truman knew something about
standing up for what he believed in. President
Truman would be very, very proud of the
Whiteman family today.

In the final days of World War II, Harry
Truman said: “It is easier to remove tyrants
and destroy concentration camps than it is to
kill the ideas which gave them birth and
strength. Victory on the battlefield was essential,
but it was not enough. For a good peace, a
lasting peace, decent people of the Earth must
remain determined to strike down the evil spirit

which has hung over the world for the last dec-
ade.”

Well, the decent people of the world are de-
termined to rebuild Kosovo and the Balkans.
Think about the spirit.

If you don’t remember anything else I said
today, remember this. Your victory was achieved
for two reasons: one, the power and skill and
courage of our pilots and our crews and the
awesome capacity of our planes and our bombs;
but two, the power of the example that you
set in our military, a stern rebuke, on a daily
basis, to ethnic cleansing and a reaffirmation
of the moral worth and the sheer joy of working
together as equal human beings for a good
cause.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. in Build-
ing 1117. In his remarks, he referred to Gen. Les-
ter Lyles, USAF, Vice Chief of Staff, U.S. Air
Force; Brig. Gen. Leroy Barnidge, Jr., USAF,
Wing Commander, 509th Bomb Wing; and Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro).
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The Senate majority even wants to kill our
successful COPS program, the very community
police who help cut crime in neighborhoods all
across America. My balanced budget, on the
other hand, extends our commitment to commu-
nity police into the 21st century, to put even
more officers on our streets, especially in the
toughest neighborhoods, and give them the tools
they need to make those streets safe.

Now is the time to build on our success,
not to undermine it. And it’s also time—high
time—to do more to keep guns out of the wrong
hands. But the House leadership seems intent
on ignoring the lessons of Littleton, the lessons
of all of our recent past. They want to water
down the commonsense, modest gun bill passed
by the Senate. According to news reports, the
NRA is crowing that the House leadership gave
them 90 percent of the new loopholes they
wanted in the gun show law.

Now, clearly, there’s a difference of approach
here. We have a simple strategy that is already
reducing crime all across America. We want
more police on the street and fewer guns in
the hands of criminals and children. They want
more guns on the street and fewer cops. I think
that's the wrong approach for America. The
House leadership should heed the clear voice
of the American people and stop listening to

the deadly backstage whispers of the gun lobby.

NoTE: The President’s remarks were videotaped
at approximately 4:25 p.m. in the Roosevelt Room
for later transmission to the U.S. Conference of
Mayors meeting in New Orleans, LA. The release
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary was a partial transcript of the President’s
remarks. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.
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