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safer, it is a hopeful moment for vaccine re-
search in America, including the challenge of
finding a vaccine against AIDS.

Today, one out of every 100 people in the
world is living with HIV and AIDS. With the
recent news that AIDS has surpassed tuber-
culosis and malaria to become the leading infec-
tious killer in the world, claiming 2% million
lives in 1998 alone and growing, I might add,
at truly breathtaking rates in Africa and India,
we cannot afford to waste a second in our fight
against it.

Over the past 6 years, we have worked hard
to conquer this disease. We have established
the Office of National AIDS Policy to lead an
effort full-time, expanded our investment in
AIDS research to a record $1.8 billion, acceler-
ated the approval of new drugs. Two years ago,
as Secretary Shalala said, I challenged America
to come together to develop a vaccine for AIDS
within 10 years. Our balanced budget will target
$200 million toward this goal. And until an
AIDS vaccine is tested and approved, it will
remain the primary mission of the Dale and
Betty Bumpers Vaccine Research Center.

I am confident that this is a place where
miracles will happen, miracles born of hard
work, ceaseless effort, visionary dreams. I look
forward to the day when I can come back here,
to a grand facility with, in Murrow’s words,
“banners blowing in the breeze and trumpets
in the distance,” heralding another great vaccine
achievement for mankind, the end of AIDS.

When that day comes, it will be due in large
part to the people who will be here at the
Bumpers Center and to the two truly wonderful
people for whom the center is named.

Thank you, for your work and for letting me
be a part of today’s ceremony. And God bless
you, Dale and Betty.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. at the
National Institute of Health. In his remarks, he
referred to National Institutes of Health Director
Harold E. Varmus; Surgeon General David M.
Satcher; and Director of National AIDS Policy
Sandra Thurman.

Statement on the Military Technical Agreement on Kosovo

June 9, 1999

The agreement reached today by NATO and
Serbian military officials is another important
step toward achieving our objectives in Kosovo.
It lays out the details to meet the essential con-
ditions for peace: the rapid, orderly withdrawal
of all Serb forces from Kosovo and the deploy-
ment of an international security force, with
NATO at its core, which means a unified NATO
chain of command, so that Kosovars can return
home safely. We and our Allies will watch care-
fully to see whether the Serb forces are peace-

fully leaving Kosovo in accordance with the
agreed timetable. We have made clear to the
leaders of the Kosovo Liberation Army that we
expect them not to hinder the Serb withdrawal.

NotE: The statement referred to the Military
Technical Agreement Between the International
Security Force (KFOR) and the Governments of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Re-
public of Serbia.

Remarks on the Military Technical Agreement on Kosovo and an Exchange

With Reporters
June 10, 1999

The President. Good morning, ladies and gen-
tlemen. I have just spoken with NATO Secretary

General Solana, who, as you know, has deter-
mined that the Serb forces have begun their
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