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Lafayette being the first—to address both
Houses of Congress. Crowds greeted him wher-
ever he went. He was a true American hero.

Mr. President, like Kossuth, you taught your-
self English while you were in prison, at a time
when you had just escaped a death sentence
and faced a life term because you stood for
liberty. Later, you translated the works of many
great writers: Edith Wharton, Thomas Wolfe,
William Faulkner, Ernest Hemingway, Arthur
Miller, James Baldwin, John Updike, Alice
Walker. And at least two I think are here to-
night, William Styron and Susan Sontag. These
translations offered Hungarians a window on the
West and earned you many admirers at home.
This work is just one part, but it is a vital
part, of your contribution to ending the division
of Europe.

I even noted in preparing for this that you
translated into Hungarian President Bush’s 1988
campaign biography, ‘‘Looking Forward.’’
[Laughter] Now by the time Al Gore and I
published our book, ‘‘Putting People First,’’ in
1992, you were already President of Hungary
and unfortunately too busy to translate this pro-
foundly important work. [Laughter] At least, I
choose to believe that is the reason you did
not choose to translate it. [Laughter]

In this decade, your own works have been
translated and published in English, your plays
performed in the United States. They are a
brave set of explorations of political conflict and
war, freedom and betrayal, the struggle for daily
survival and dignity in the face of adversity.
Americans have absorbed these works as we
have watched you lead your nation, deepening
freedom there and promoting human rights and
ethnic tolerance around the world and especially

in your own region. The only Hungarian head
of state to make an official visit to Romania
in this century, you told the joint session of
Parliament there that ethnic minorities enrich
their nations and form a valuable connective
link in strengthening relations between nations.

Your vision of people living together and na-
tions living together, resolving differences peace-
fully, drawing strength from their diversity,
treating all people with equal dignity, this will
form the basis of a better future for Europe
and the world. It is at the heart of what we
have been trying to do in our efforts to reverse
ethnic cleansing in Kosovo and to build a south-
eastern Europe in which all people can live to-
gether in dignity and freedom.

Now, Mr. President, normally when I propose
a toast to a visiting head of state, I say some-
thing like ‘‘cheers.’’ I have been advised by the
State Department that the Hungarian word for
‘‘cheers’’ is, and I want to quote from the memo
I got—[laughter]—‘‘practically impossible to
pronounce correctly.’’ [Laughter] I have accept-
ed their considered judgment. [Laughter] So,
instead, I would like to salute you and Mrs.
Goncz with the words that greeted Kossuth on
streamers all across New York City on the day
he arrived in America: Isten Hozta. Welcome.

I ask all of you to join me in a toast to
President and Mrs. Goncz and to the people
of Hungary. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:35 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Maria Zsuzsanna Gonter, wife of
President Goncz. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of President Goncz.

Opening Remarks at a Roundtable Discussion on Increasing Trust Between
Communities and Law Enforcement Officers
June 9, 1999

Thank you very much. Madam Attorney Gen-
eral, Secretary Slater, Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee, Congressman Greg Meeks, Mayor
Williams, and other distinguished panelists in
the gathering: Let me say I will try to be brief
because I want to get to the roundtable discus-

sion, but there are one or two things that I
want to say.

First, I thank all of you for coming here.
This is a truly extraordinary group of Americans,
people who don’t always see eye to eye on
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issues, sitting down for a real heart-to-heart con-
versation about something that is profoundly im-
portant to all of us. And I thank you for that.

Second, before we get into this whole issue
about the safety and security of our commu-
nities, I’d like to say a few words about another
important law enforcement issue that is breaking
today in Washington, involving our efforts to
keep guns out of the wrong hands. Just before
the Memorial Day recess, the United States
Senate passed a bill designed to close the dan-
gerous gun show loophole, to require that safety
locks be sold with every handgun, to ban the
importation of large-capacity ammunition clips,
and to ban violent juveniles from owning hand-
guns as adults. Now the House of Representa-
tives will take up such legislation.

According to reports in the morning paper,
the House leadership has decided to bypass the
Judiciary Committee and just report out a bill
that dramatically waters down the provisions in
the Senate. It is a bill plainly ghost-written by
the NRA. I think it is wrong to let the NRA
call the shots on this issue. They’ve been calling
the shots on this issue for decades now, and
we have failed to do what is manifestly in the
interest of our children and our community.

Now, I don’t know what else to say about
this. But if the American people care about it,
if we can still remember Littleton—it hasn’t
even been 2 months—then we ought to speak
up and be heard. This is a classic, horrible ex-
ample of how Washington is out of touch with
the rest of America, and it is time that the
rest of America corrected it.

Now, why are we here? For several years
now, crime has been going down in nearly every
category, in virtually every community in Amer-
ica. In the areas where it is highest, or was
highest several years ago, there is no question
that one of the reasons, and perhaps the prin-
cipal reason, that crime has dropped so much
is that communities all across our country have
put more dedicated community police officers
on the street, working the neighborhoods, know-
ing families, knowing children, going the extra
mile to help prevent crime in the first place.

Now, that has worked very well on the whole.
But we also know that we have a major prob-
lem, which in some places has gotten worse
as our communities have grown increasingly di-
verse. While public confidence in the police has
been growing steadily overall, people of color
continue to have less confidence and less trust

and believe that they are targeted for actions
by the police not because of their illegal conduct
but because of the color of their skin.

We have to restore the trust between commu-
nity and police in every community in America.
It is the only way that community policing can
really work to make our streets safe. The vast
majority of police officers do great honor to
the badges they wear with pride. But we must
continue to hold accountable those who abuse
their power by using excessive or even deadly
force. These cases may be relatively rare, but
one case can sear our hearts forever.

We also must stop the morally indefensible,
deeply corrosive practice of racial profiling. Last
year I met with a group of black journalists,
and I asked how many of them had been
stopped by the police, in their minds for no
reason other than the color of their skin, and
every single journalist in the room raised his
hand—every one.

People of color have the same reaction wher-
ever you go. Members of Congress can tell this
story. Students, professors, even off-duty police
officers, can tell this story. No person of color
is immune from such humiliating experiences.
A racial profiling is, in fact, the opposite of
good police work, where actions are based on
hard facts, not stereotypes. It is wrong; it is
destructive; and it must stop.

As a necessary step to combat it, we, too,
need hard facts. Today I am directing my Cabi-
net agencies to begin gathering detailed infor-
mation on their law enforcement activities. The
Justice Department will then analyze this data
to assess whether and where law enforcement
engage in racial profiling and what concrete
steps we need to take at the national level to
eliminate it anywhere it exists. We are com-
mitted to doing this, and we hope that all of
you will support us in this endeavor.

Of course, we must also recognize that only
a fraction of our law enforcement officers work
under the jurisdiction of the Federal Govern-
ment. So today I ask all State and local police
forces and their agencies to make the same com-
mitment to collecting the same data. And I ask
Congress to provide them with the resources
they need to take this vital step, as the bill
sponsored by Representative Conyers would do.

We all have an obligation to move beyond
anecdotes to find out exactly who is being
stopped and why. We all have an obligation
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to do whatever is necessary to ensure equal pro-
tection under the law.

Some say police misconduct is an inevitable
byproduct of the crackdown on crime. I don’t
believe that’s so. As a society, we don’t have
to choose between keeping safe and treating
people right, between enforcing the law and up-
holding civil rights. We can do both. Everybody
in this room knows it, and you know we have
to do both.

We have seen this happen in city after city:
in Boston, where the community is involved at
every level of problem solving, where crime has
fallen and trust in the police and minority com-
munities has grown; we see it in communities
in Chicago and San Diego and Houston. We
can see it in every community in America.

We have our models. We need to work on
them. We need to find out what is going on.
We need to talk freely. We need to listen care-
fully. One of the things I have learned, much
to my surprise, since I moved to Washington
is that there are probably more words spoken
and fewer heard here than any place I have
ever lived. [Laughter]

So let us listen to each other, as well as speak
our piece. Let us emerge from this conference
with a concrete plan of action for keeping up
the work. We can do it. We must start today.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:08 p.m. in the
Cotillion Ballroom at the Marriott Wardman Park
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor An-
thony A. Williams of Washington, DC.

Memorandum on Fairness in Law Enforcement
June 9, 1999

Memorandum for the Secretary of the Treasury,
the Attorney General, the Secretary of the
Interior

Subject: Fairness in Law Enforcement:
Collection of Data

We must work together to build the trust
of all Americans in law enforcement. We have
great confidence in our Federal law enforce-
ment officers and know that they strive to up-
hold the best principles of law enforcement in
our democratic society. We cannot tolerate,
however, officers who cross the line and abuse
their position by mistreating law-abiding individ-
uals or who bring their own racial bias to the
job. No person should be subject to excessive
force, and no person should be targeted by law
enforcement because of the color of his or her
skin.

Stopping or searching individuals on the basis
of race is not effective law enforcement policy,
and is not consistent with our democratic ideals,
especially our commitment to equal protection
under the law for all persons. It is neither legiti-
mate nor defensible as a strategy for public pro-
tection. It is simply wrong.

To begin addressing the problem of racial
profiling, Federal agencies should collect more

data at all levels of law enforcement to better
define the scope of the problem. The systematic
collection of statistics and information regarding
Federal law enforcement activities can increase
the fairness of our law enforcement practices.
Tracking the race, ethnicity, and gender of those
who are stopped or searched by law enforce-
ment will help to determine where problems
exist, and guide the development of solutions.

I therefore direct you to design and imple-
ment a system to collect and report statistics
relating to race, ethnicity, and gender for law
enforcement activities in your department. Spe-
cifically, you shall:

(1) develop a proposal within 120 days, in
consultation with the Attorney General, for
a system of data collection and an imple-
mentation plan for a field test of that sys-
tem, including the law enforcement agency
components, sites, data sets, training, and
other methods and procedures to be in-
cluded in the field testing. You shall im-
plement field tests within 60 days of final-
izing their proposals;

(2) to the extent practicable, collect data that
is sufficiently detailed to permit an analysis
of actions relevant to the activities of the
included law enforcement agencies by
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