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In a little over a year, more than 170 people
have found work through LINKAGES. It’s an
honor to present this award to Jim Click and
hope others will follow his lead in every commu-
nity in the country.

[The President presented the award and con-
gratulated Mr. Click, co-recipient for 1998.]

The President. Finally, to Laura Hershey.
Laura has said, and I quote, ‘‘Disability is not
a tragedy. It is powerful.’’

By speaking her mind and using her gifts
as a writer to point out the shortcomings and
the possibilities of our society, Laura has found
the power to make the world a better place
for people with disabilities. As head of a variety
of disability organizations and as a private cit-
izen, she has fought to reform our Social Secu-
rity, housing, and transportation systems to bet-
ter serve Americans living with disabilities.

Economic freedom and self-sufficiency for
Americans with disabilities is her goal. I am
confident she will not rest until she achieves
it. And I am proud to present this third and
final award to Laura Hershey.

[The President presented the award and con-
gratulated Ms. Hershey, co-recipient for 1998.]

The President. So there you have them: a
high-tech headhunter from Pittsburgh, a car
dealer from Tucson, an activist from Denver.
Now, if you didn’t see them you might think,

just by those descriptions, that these people
have little in common. But they are bound to-
gether by their remarkable passion for empow-
ering Americans with disabilities and helping all
Americans to live closer to the ideal of equal
opportunity for all. Each is, therefore, a true
patriot.

President Truman once said, ‘‘We love our
country because it offers us the chance to lead
useful lives and to do what we can for those
around us.’’

I thank each of you for reminding us that,
really, those two things are two sides of the
same coin. We cannot truly lead useful lives
unless we also do what we can for those around
us. This is a good day for America.

Thank you. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:05 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Jill Rickgauer, participant in the
LINKAGES program, which links employers with
disabled job seekers; Tony Coelho, Chairman,
President’s Committee on Employment of People
with Disabilities; Justin Dart, Jr., chairman and
founder, Justice For All; President Martti
Ahtisaari of Finland; and Special Envoy and
former Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin of
Russia. The Executive order on Federal employ-
ees with psychiatric disabilities is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on South Africa’s National Elections
June 4, 1999

It is my great pleasure to congratulate Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela and the people of South
Africa for Wednesday’s successful national elec-
tions.

It has been my honor and privilege to work
with my great and courageous friend President
Mandela during the past 5 years as he and his
fellow citizens have worked to heal the wounds
of the past and build a new, inclusive, demo-
cratic, and free South Africa. The elections
Wednesday represent an important step on that
continuing journey. Their peaceful and fair con-
duct and the tremendous voter turnout are a
testament to South Africa’s extraordinary trans-

formation. I congratulate all the parties and can-
didates who participated.

And on behalf of all Americans, I congratulate
the people of South Africa for their determina-
tion and hard work to build a better future.
By doing so, South Africa has reminded us of
the preciousness of democracy and the resilience
of the human spirit. South Africa’s example
shows the way forward for other troubled areas
of the world, from Kosovo to the Middle East
to Kashmir—inclusive, democratic government
that represents the will of the people can be
a bulwark against conflict and a foundation for
reconciliation, cooperation, and lasting peace.
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We will continue to work in partnership with
South Africa to build a world of justice and

tolerance, opportunity and prosperity, democ-
racy and security.

Statement on the National Economy
June 4, 1999

Today, we have more good news about con-
tinuing prosperity in our economy. The unem-
ployment rate fell to 4.2 percent, marking the
23d month in a row that the rate has been
below 5 percent and the lowest rate in 29 years.
Combined with the continued strong overall
economic growth, low long-term inflation, and
continued rising wages, we are widening the cir-
cle of opportunity for more Americans. African-

American unemployment fell to the lowest level
on record. Nearly 19 million jobs have been
created since 1993, and nearly one million jobs
have been created in the first 5 months of this
year, showing the continued strong pace of job
creation. We need to continue our commitment
to our proven economic strategy of fiscal dis-
cipline, opening markets abroad, and targeted
investments in our people.

Statement on the Death of Zachary Fisher
June 4, 1999

Hillary and I are saddened to hear of the
death of Zachary Fisher. The brave men and
women of the United States military have lost
a true friend, and America has lost a true pa-
triot.

Over the years, thousands of military families
were touched by Mr. Fisher’s generosity: he
provided scholarships for college; built ‘‘Fisher
Houses’’ near military and VA hospitals so that
families could be close to sick or injured loved
ones; and established New York’s Intrepid Mu-

seum so that future generations could be in-
spired by America’s military history.

Through these good works, Mr. Fisher helped
all Americans repay the tremendous debt we
owe to the men and women who every day
risk their lives to defend our Nation and advance
the cause of freedom around the world. I was
proud to present him with the Presidential
Medal of Freedom last fall. Mr. Fisher’s mem-
ory will continue to inspire all Americans.

Hillary and I send our thoughts and prayers
to his family and friends.

The President’s Radio Address
June 5, 1999

The President. Good morning. I’m here today
with Tipper Gore, my adviser for mental health
policy. On Monday, together with Vice President
Gore and the First Lady, we will convene the
first White House Conference on Mental
Health. Today Tipper and I want to talk about
what we must do as a nation to fight the stigma
that prevents so many Americans with mental
illness from making the most of their lives.

For more than 6 years now, our administra-
tion has worked hard to widen the circle of
opportunity for every American. That means
making sure people living with mental illness
have the same chance to live up to their God-
given potential as all other Americans.

But the hard truth is, in too many of our
communities and in too many of our hearts,
mental illness is misunderstood and feared. Too
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