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soon have more volunteers serving overseas than
at any time in a generation.

Mark strengthened the Peace Corps in many
ways. He has established the Crisis Corps, a
new program within the Peace Corps that en-
ables former volunteers to help people in other
countries recover from the effects of natural dis-
asters and humanitarian crises. He established
new volunteer programs in South Africa, Jordan,
and Bangladesh, and has managed the Peace
Corps with great skill and care. This record of

performance has convinced me, and the Con-
gress, that the Peace Corps should field 10,000
volunteers, and I was proud to sign into law
an authorization bill that will put us on the
path toward achieving this goal by the year 2003.

I thank Mark for his friendship and service.
Hillary and I will miss Mark, his wife, Mary,
and their two daughters, Madeleine and Kath-
leen. We wish them the very best as they take
this new step in their lives.
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Thank you very much, General Oelstrom,
Coach DeBerry, members of the team, and fam-
ily and friends. You know, one of the best things
about being the President are the things that
every President gets to do. I mean, every year
I turn on the White House Christmas tree;
every year I give a pardon to a Thanksgiving
turkey. You know, there are things you do every
year. And when the history of our administration
is written, I will be credited with instituting
a new permanent tradition. Every year 1 give
the Commander in Chiefs Trophy to the Air
Force Academy. There has been only one lapse
in 7 years now. It’s been an amazing experience.

I follow football very closely, and I know a
lot of people think this is the best Falcon team
ever. You won the conference. You had a great
record, a top-10 finish. You won the conference.
You won your bowl game, beat Army and Navy
by a combined 70 points. I hope the press won’t
report that. [Laughter] 1 still have a few more
trips to make to those academies. [Laughter]

It was a truly amazing thing. And to me,
in some ways, the most impressive statistic of
all was that for 2 years in a row you were,
next to Ohio State, the second best defensive
team in the country. I've actually met the Ohio
State football team, and they're slightly larger.
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[Laughter] 1 don’t think they could fly jet air-
planes—Ilift them maybe, but not fly them.

So I have really been amazed at the consist-
ency of performance here. And I think it’s a
real tribute not only to the young men but obvi-
ously to the coach and to the spirit and to the
idea that excellence can be achieved against con-
siderable odds.

And it’s a great honor for me to be here.
I congratulate you again. And I thank you for
making this a tradition. And I think you prob-
ably cannot imagine how many young athletes
there are out there all over America who, be-
cause you have been able to achieve this level
of excellence while pursuing a rigorous academic
program, a rigorous training program, being in
this institution of higher education for other
purposes primarily, there are all kinds of young
people who believe they can do the same thing.
And that’s worth a great deal in a world where
it's not so easy to be young anymore. And I
thank you for that, too.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:37 a.m. in Doo-
little Hall at the U.S. Air Force Academy. In his
remarks, he referred to Lt. Gen. Tad J. Oelstrom,
USAF, Superintendent, and Fisher DeBerry,
football coach, U.S. Air Force Academy.
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