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do better tomorrow if we’re willing to squander
precious environmental resources today.

More than ever, the American people recog-
nize the inherent value of pristine peaks, un-
spoiled beaches, clear and safe water. They be-
lieve in the value of environmental stewardship.
I think all of us believe in the value of that
stewardship.

Now is the time, on the edge of a new cen-
tury, for us to unite as Americans and chart
that course of stewardship. We must work to-

gether to leave our land, in the words of Theo-
dore Roosevelt, ‘‘an even better land for our
descendants than it is for us.’’

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:34 p.m. on
May 28 at the White Oak Plantation in Yulee, FL,
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 29. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on May 28 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Memorandum on Clean Water Protection
May 29, 1999

Memorandum for the Secretary of the Interior,
the Secretary of Agriculture, the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency

Subject: Clean Water Protection

Fifteen months ago, celebrating the 25th anni-
versary of the Clean Water Act, my Administra-
tion set forth a vision for a new generation of
clean water protection through our Clean Water
Action Plan. The Action Plan strengthens pro-
tections for our Nation’s waters, addresses the
remaining sources of water quality impairment,
and provides the tools and resources that States,
Tribes, and communities need to control pollu-
tion on a coordinated basis throughout their wa-
tersheds.

The Action Plan recognizes that despite sig-
nificant progress, the challenge for all of us in
protecting our Nation’s waters remains unfin-
ished. The health of our people continues to
be threatened by exposure to harmful organisms
in our waters; consumption of fish from many
of our waters presents a threat to the most
vulnerable among us; polluted runoff has for
too long eluded remedy using conventional ap-
proaches. The Action Plan was coupled with a
challenge to the Congress to reauthorize and
strengthen the Clean Water Act, but the Con-
gress has yet to act on this challenge.

As we begin the beach-going season, when
families are reminded again about the impor-
tance of clean water to their recreation, their
well-being, and the economy, we remain anxious
to work with the Congress on strengthening the
Clean Water Act. We must not wait for the
Congress, however, before using our available

resources and authority to further accelerate the
effort to protect America’s waters and the health
and safety of the American public.

Accordingly, I direct you to take the following
additional steps, consistent with the Clean Water
Act and the Clean Water Action Plan, to protect
public health and clean water.

First, I direct the Park Service and other units
of the Department of the Interior to strengthen
water-quality protections at all beaches managed
by the Department. Improved monitoring
should be used wherever necessary to enhance
the public’s right to know that beaches are safe
for their families and to assist the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), States, and Tribes to
identify and stop the causes of beach closures.

Second, I direct the EPA to work with the
States to expedite the pace at which they will
strengthen their beach and recreational water
quality standards, so that the public will be able
to enjoy the same strong level of protection at
all the Nation’s beaches no later than 2003. In
accordance with the EPA’s Beach Action Plan,
the EPA should promulgate standards in cases
where a State does not amend its water quality
standards to include the EPA-recommended cri-
teria in a timely manner.

Third, I direct the EPA to improve protection
of public health at our Nation’s beaches by de-
veloping, within 1 year, a strong national regula-
tion to prevent the over 40,000 annual sanitary
sewer overflows from contaminating our Na-
tion’s beaches and jeopardizing the health of
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our Nation’s families. At a minimum, the pro-
gram must raise the standard for sewage treat-
ment to adequately protect public health and
provide full information to communities about
these water quality problems and associated
health risks.

Fourth, I direct the Department of the Inte-
rior and the Department of Agriculture to en-
hance management of Federal lands to increase
protection of waters on or near Federal lands,
and to identify waters on or near Federal lands
that require special protection. Specifically, a
proposal for a unified Federal policy on water-
shed management, developed under the Clean
Water Action Plan, should be circulated first
for consultation with States and Indian Tribes,

and then published in the Federal Register for
public comment no later than July 15, 1999.

Each of these measures should be imple-
mented through a process that provides appro-
priate opportunities for participation and com-
ment by States, Tribes, and the affected public.

This memorandum is not intended to create
any right, benefit, or trust responsibility, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or eq-
uity by a party against the United States, its
agencies or instrumentalities, or any other per-
son.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: This memorandum was embargoed for re-
lease until 10:06 a.m.

Remarks at a Memorial Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia
May 31, 1999

Thank you very much, Secretary Cohen, for
your remarks, your devotion to your country,
and your outstanding leadership. Secretary West,
thank you for your work on behalf of our Na-
tion’s veterans. And to both of you, thank you
for your support of the recent actions in Con-
gress to raise the pay of our military personnel
and to improve their quality of life, to improve
the retirement systems of the veterans and their
readiness.

General Ivany, thank you for your remarks,
your example, and your leadership. Colonel Bro-
gan, thank you for your prayers. Superintendent
Metzler, thank you for doing such a magnificent
job of maintaining Arlington National Cemetery,
in honor of those who are buried here and as
a tribute to all America stands for. I thank the
members of the Cabinet, the Joint Chiefs, Con-
gress, the diplomatic corps, the armed services
who are here. I welcome the veterans and the
families of veterans and members of the armed
services, my fellow citizens.

I’d like to begin by asking that we all join
in expressing our thanks to the Air Force Band
and the Singing Sergeants for doing such a fine
job here today. [Applause] They deserve it.
Thank you.

Even though the day is bright and warm, I
ask you to indulge me, to spend a few extra
moments to think about what it means that we

here today mark the final Memorial Day of this
century. To be sure, it has been a century that
saw too many white stones added to these gentle
hills, marking America’s sacrifices for freedom
for over 100 years, in two World Wars and many
other conflicts. Again and again, America has
been tested in the 20th century, coming through
it all, down to the present day, with even greater
blessings of liberty and prosperity, with our en-
during optimism and steady faith in our com-
mon humanity.

Thanks to our brave men and women in uni-
form, our Nation has never been more secure.
Thanks to them, the cold war is now another
chapter in the history books. Thanks to them,
nations that fought two World Wars in Europe
and in Asia, some of which had battled each
other for centuries, now cooperate with each
other as never before.

On the eve of a new millennium, we can
see clearly how closely the sacrifices of our men
and women in uniform in the 20th century are
linked to the yearning for freedom that gave
birth to our Nation over 200 years ago, a yearn-
ing based on the then radical premise that we
are all inherently equal, fully able to govern
ourselves, and endowed with a God-given right
to liberty. That is our history, a history that
beckons us especially on this Memorial Day and
especially here at Arlington, the most powerful
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