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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / May 27

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
May 27, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication, stating
that the emergency declared with respect to the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro) is to continue in effect beyond
May 30, 1999, and the emergency declared with
respect to the situation in Kosovo is to continue
in effect beyond June 9, 1999.

On December 27, 1995, I issued Presidential
Determination 96–7, directing the Secretary of
the Treasury, inter alia, to suspend the applica-
tion of sanctions imposed on the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
and to continue to block property previously
blocked until provision is made to address claims
or encumbrances, including the claims of the
other successor states of the former Yugoslavia.
This sanctions relief, in conformity with United
Nations Security Council Resolution 1022 of No-
vember 22, 1995 (hereinafter the ‘‘Resolution’’),
was an essential factor motivating Serbia and
Montenegro’s acceptance of the General Frame-
work Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and
Herzegovina initialed by the parties in Dayton,
Ohio, on November 21, 1995, and signed in
Paris, France, on December 14, 1995 (herein-
after the ‘‘Peace Agreement’’). The sanctions im-
posed on the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro) were accordingly sus-
pended prospectively, effective January 16, 1996.
Sanctions imposed on the Bosnian Serb forces
and authorities and on the territory that they
control within Bosnia and Herzegovina were
subsequently suspended prospectively, effective
May 10, 1996, also in conformity with the Peace
Agreement and the Resolution.

Sanctions against both the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) and the
Bosnian Serbs were subsequently terminated by
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1074 of October 1, 1996. This termination, how-
ever, did not end the requirement of the Reso-
lution that blocked those funds and assets that
are subject to claims and encumbrances remain
blocked, until unblocked in accordance with ap-
plicable law. Until the status of all remaining
blocked property is resolved, the Peace Agree-
ment implemented, and the terms of the Reso-
lution met, this situation continues to pose a
continuing unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security, foreign policy interests,
and the economy of the United States. For these
reasons, I have determined that it is necessary
to maintain in force these emergency authorities
beyond May 30, 1999.

On June 9, 1998, I issued Executive Order
13088, ‘‘Blocking Property of the Governments
of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia
and Montenegro), the Republic of Serbia, and
the Republic of Montenegro, and Prohibiting
New Investment in the Republic of Serbia in
Response to the Situation in Kosovo.’’ Since
then, the government of President Milosevic has
rejected the international community’s efforts to
find a peaceful settlement for the crisis in
Kosovo and has launched a massive campaign
of ethnic cleansing that has displaced a large
percentage of the population and been accom-
panied by an increasing number of atrocities.
President Milosevic’s brutal assault against the
people of Kosovo and his complete disregard
for the requirements of the international com-
munity pose a threat to regional peace and sta-
bility.

President Milosevic’s actions continue to pose
a continuing unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security, foreign policy interests,
and the economy of the United States. For these
reasons, I have determined that it is necessary
to maintain in force these emergency authorities
beyond June 9, 1999.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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The White House,
May 27, 1999.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

The President’s Radio Address
May 29, 1999

Good morning. This holiday weekend, when
millions of Americans are taking to beaches and
lakes and trails, I want to talk to you about
new ways we can work together to protect the
natural treasures we all share.

Today I’m speaking to you from the banks
of the St. Mary’s River in northern Florida, near
the Georgia border, in one of the most impres-
sive nature preserves Hillary and I have ever
seen. Our visit here reminds us once again what
a gift it is to spend time outdoors, to walk
among tall trees, to see wild animals and rare
birds, to watch the Sun set and the stars come
out over a beautiful river. It also makes us ap-
preciate the generations of Americans who
fought to preserve the parklands and the beach-
es we all enjoy today.

For the past 6 years, Vice President Gore
and I have worked hard to advance the ethic
of environmental stewardship. We’ve protected
more than a million acres in the spectacular
red rock canyonlands of Utah, in priceless stands
of ancient redwoods in California. We’ve re-
duced toxic air pollution from chemical plants
by 90 percent and cleaned up more toxic waste
sites than were cleaned up in the previous 12
years. We saved Yellowstone Park from the
threat of nearby gold mining, and we’ve taken
major steps to protect our water resources, from
the precious Florida Everglades to the tap water
our children drink.

Today I’m proud to announce three new exec-
utive actions to improve the quality of our water
and the health of our families. First, I’m direct-
ing the National Park Service and other agencies
to expand public health protections on the thou-
sands of miles of stunning beaches managed by
the Federal Government, including Cape Cod,
Cape Hatteras, and California’s Point Reyes.
And I challenge the States to improve their
water quality standards. Second, I’m directing
the EPA to develop stronger measures to pre-
vent sewage spills, the major cause of beach
closures. Third, I’m directing all Federal agen-

cies to adopt a comprehensive strategy to better
safeguard rivers and other bodies of water on
Federal lands.

Of course, there are other important environ-
mental and public health challenges we must
address. The balanced budget I submitted to
Congress earlier this year contains historic in-
vestments to improve the quality of life, save
more land, and deal with the challenge of cli-
mate change by helping communities protect
farmlands, parklands, and other green spaces,
rewarding consumers who buy cars and houses
that reduce greenhouse gas pollution, controlling
polluted runoff to lakes and streams, and im-
proving the quality of air we breathe.

Unfortunately, even as we work to raise the
level of environmental stewardship for the 21st
century, some in Congress are intent on rolling
back many of the gains we’ve already make in
this century. With little fanfare, the leadership
in the House and the Senate just released
spending guidelines that would impose drastic
cuts in environmental protection and public
health. These cuts could stall toxic waste clean-
ups and undermine our efforts to ensure safe
drinking water, to improve air quality, and to
combat the threat of global warming. They could
even force us to shut down some of our national
parks.

What’s more, we’ve already seen troubling
signs that Congress again will try to gut environ-
mental protections by tacking provisions called
riders on to their budget bills. I urge Congress
to end these sneak attacks on our environment
once and for all.

We often speak of building a country where
our children have an opportunity to do even
better than we’ve done. In part, of course, we
refer to the economy, the opportunities we cre-
ate for our children to secure a good education,
a good job, and raise a family in a safe neighbor-
hood with good schools, but we also refer to
our natural world. We know our children cannot
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