
536

Apr. 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:50 p.m.
on April 9 in the administrative offices of Memo-
rial Hall in Philadelphia, PA, for broadcast at
10:06 a.m. on April 10. The transcript was made

available by the Office of the Press Secretary on
April 9 but was embargoed for release until the
broadcast.

Joint Statement by President Bill Clinton and Premier Zhu Rongji
April 10, 1999

On the occasion of the signing of the Agree-
ment on U.S. China Agricultural Cooperation,
President Bill Clinton and Premier Zhu Rongji
reaffirmed that the United States and the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China have advanced substan-
tially their common goal of China’s accession
to the World Trade Organization (WTO). This
Agreement and the significant consensus
achieved on a broad range of market access
and Protocol issues have further advanced that
goal. President Clinton and Premier Zhu wel-

come this significant progress. The United States
strongly supports the accession of the People’s
Republic of China to the WTO in 1999. There-
fore, President Clinton and Premier Zhu instruct
their trade ministers to continue bilateral nego-
tiations in order to satisfactorily resolve the im-
portant remaining issues and reach agreement
on strong commercial terms as soon as possible.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on the Observance of Orthodox Easter
April 11, 1999

I wish to send a warm message of greetings
today to the 6 million Orthodox Christian Amer-
icans and the quarter-billion Orthodox Christians
around the world, as they gather to proclaim
that ‘‘Christ has risen.’’

I know the feeling of joy that comes on Easter
Sunday, when we celebrate the miracle of Jesus’
Resurrection and His gift to us of eternal life.
Yet I also understand that on this particular
Easter Sunday, the joy Orthodox Christians feel
may be mixed with other emotions: with sadness
over the tragic events in and around Kosovo,
and with fear for those whose lives may still

be in danger. The majority of those forced from
Kosovo in the last 2 weeks are Muslim, but
among them are Catholics and Orthodox Chris-
tians, too. Our hearts and prayers must go out
to all who have suffered. We hope and pray
for the restoration of peace and a resolution
based on democracy and tolerance.

On this holiest of days, when Orthodox Chris-
tians celebrate the triumph of life over death,
of hope over despair, let us recommit to seeking
peace, human rights, and an end to suffering
for people around the world.

Remarks to the Community at Barksdale Air Force Base in Bossier City,
Louisiana
April 12, 1999

Thank you very much. Let me begin by
thanking Secretary Cohen and General Shelton
for their truly outstanding leadership on behalf

of our Nation’s military. They are eloquent and
profound representatives of what is best about
this country, and I thank them.
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