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But we both believe tomorrow can be better
than today, and we believe that our responsi-
bility is to make it so before our brief journeys
through life are over.

Last year on March 5th, the Chinese people
celebrated the centennial of the birth of the
first Premier of the People’s Republic, Zhou
Enlai. Americans still remember well the man
who greeted President Nixon in 1972 and said
to him in a toast: “The people, and the people
alone, are the motive force in the making of
world history. We are confident,” he went on
to say, “that the day will surely come when
this common desire of our two peoples will be

realized.” Mr. Premier, as Zhou Enlai’s suc-
cessor, you have done much to bring this day
closer.

Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in a
toast to the Premier of China, Zhu Rongji,
Madam Lao, and the people of China.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:04 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Premier Zhu’s wife, Lao
An, and cellist Yo Yo Ma. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Premier Zhu.

Remarks on the Situation in the Balkans
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Good morning. Before we depart, I'd like to
say a few words about the situation in Kosovo.
Over the last several days, we have struck hard
at Serbia’s machinery of repression and at the
infrastructure that supports it. Our humanitarian
relief operation is bringing life-saving supplies
to refugees in Macedonia and Albania. Our mili-
tary is doing its part to help there, too.

I'm gratified by the efforts of all involved
and confident that, after 2 weeks, NATO is de-
termined to persist and prevail. If anything, Mr.
Milosevic’s actions have strengthened the unity
and resolve of our allies.

As our strikes have intensified, Mr. Milosevic
has tried to rearrange the facts on the ground
by declaring a cease-fire while holding his bor-
ders—closing his borders to fleeing refugees.
But the fundamental reality is unchanged. At-
tacks on innocent people continue. Refugees
who were pushed from their homes by force
now see their escape routes blocked by force.

Mr. Milosevic still thinks he can manipulate
the situation by cynically using innocent people.
He hopes that we will accept as permanent the
results of his ethnic cleansing. We will not, not
when a quarter of Kosovo’'s people are living
in refugee camps beyond Kosovo’s borders, not
when hundreds of thousands more are trapped
inside, afraid to go home, but unable to leave.

If we settle for half-measures from Mr.
Milosevic, we will get nothing more. And what
we have from Mr. Milosevic today is not even

partial compliance but the illusion of partial
compliance. We and our allies have properly
rejected it.

President Milosevic must withdraw from
Kosovo his military police and paramilitary
forces; they are responsible for the violence. He
must permit deployment of an international se-
curity force, for we have seen in the past that
this is the only way to ensure his promises are
kept. He must allow the unconditional return
of our refugees because their expulsion from
their homes and their land cannot be tolerated.

He must take these essential steps as we
move toward self-government and security for
the people of Kosovo. In the meantime, we will
continue to do all we can to help the victims
of the tragedy.

Today the First Lady is going to Dover Air
Force Base in Delaware, the main east coast
departure point for humanitarian supplies,
where a C-5 aircraft, our largest transport plane,
loaded with humanitarian daily rations headed
for Albania and Macedonia, will be stocked.
Thus far, we have seen 800,000 of the 1.1 mil-
lion daily rations we’ve pledged for the region.

I am deeply gratified that the American peo-
ple have placed over 15,000 calls to the 1-800
number I announced Monday to make dona-
tions. I also know that many churches and other
religious institutions have been taking up collec-
tions and sending them in; we are grateful for
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that as well. T ask the American people to con-
tinue their steadfast support. I believe that they
will. I am confident we will prevail.

Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:53 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, prior to his de-
parture for Philadelphia, PA. In his remarks, he
referred to President Slobodan Milosevic of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro).
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Thank you, Joan, for making the trip up here
and for your very, very moving account of your
experience. I want to thank all of you who have
come here today: John Sweeney; and Congress-
men Brady, Borski, and Fattah; Congresswoman
DeLauro; my good friend Congressman Dingell,
who flew up with me this morning; and Con-
gressman Dave Bonior.

T'd like to thank the other Members of Con-
gress who are here: Congressmen Ron Klink
and Joe Hoeffel, from Pennsylvania; Congress-
men Donald Payne and Rob Andrews from New
Jersey; Congresswomen Carolyn Maloney, Caro-
lyn McCarthy, Congressman Joe Crowley from
New York; Congressman Ted Strickland from
Ohio. That's a pretty impressive group, and we
had Congressman Pallone here a little earlier,
from New Jersey. I thank them all.

I also want to thank Judy Lichtman from the
National Partnership for Women and Families;
Ron Pollack and Families USA; Fran Visco and
the National Breast Cancer Coalition; Beverly
Malone and the American Nurses Association.
And there are 150 other provider, consumer,
and patient organizations, all of them working
for the Patients’ Bill of Rights. I thank them
all. That’s very, very impressive.

I want to thank the local Pennsylvania leaders
who are here: Senator Schwartz; Senator Fumo;
former Congresswoman Marjorie Margolies-
Mezvinsky; Representative Bill DeWeese, the
Democratic House leader. And I think the city
council president is here, Anna Verna, and other
members of the Philadelphia City Council. I
thank them all for coming.

But I want to say a special word of congratu-
lations to the mayor. This is the last year of
his term. You know, I was a Governor for a
dozen years, and I loved every day of it. And
in the late 1970’s and early 1980’s, most of the
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new ideas for what we should be doing as a
people were coming out of the Governors’ man-
sions of the country. In the 1990’s, most of
the new ideas and most of the innovations have
come out of the mayors’ offices. There’s not
a better mayor in America than Ed Rendell,
and I'm very proud of him. I also want you
to know that he has worried me to death on
a number of issues for Philadelphia—{laugh-
ter]—but none more than the Philadelphia Navy
Yard. And I am so glad we got that worked
out, so that the city can be—[applause]

And you know, I've been working on this
Patients” Bill of Rights for a long time. And
I've listened to all the Members of Congress
speak, to my good friend John Sweeney, to the
mayor, and to Joan, and—did you watch the
Oscars? You know, where Benigni, that great
Italian actor, says—the second time they called
him up, he said, “This is a terrible mistake.
I used up all my English!” [Laughter] They used
up all my English! [Laughter] They have said
everything that needs to be said.

But I would like to make a couple of points,
to hammer home what this is about and why
we're here. First of all, we're here in Philadel-
phia, as has been said, not only because it is
the home of the Constitution, the Declaration
of Independence, the Bill of Rights; it was also,
interestingly enough, the home of the very first
petition drive. Back in 1701, the citizens of
Philadelphia launched what I think was the first
successful petition drive in the New World,
when they asserted and won the full and unfet-
tered right to practice whatever religion they
chose.

Philadelphia, thanks to Ben Franklin, was the
home of America’s first hospital, later America’s
first medical school and first nursing school, still
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