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areas we have mentioned. And I will do my
best to make sure that we have the kind of
partnership that will make both our countries
stronger and address the specific concerns you
have outlined today.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:45 p.m. in the
Reception Hall in the National Palace of Culture.
In his remarks, he referred to President Alvaro
Arzu of Guatemala.

Radio Remarks on Proposed Airline Passenger Protection Legislation
March 10, 1999

Our country’s airlines serve millions of Ameri-
cans a year, but as more planes are taking off,
so are passenger complaints. That’s why I’m pro-
posing a new law requiring all airlines to spell
out how they will address problems such as
delays, overbooking, and missing baggage. This
airline passenger protection act has over-
whelming bipartisan support. With its passage,

we can make the best airline system in the
world even better.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
approximately 4:15 p.m. on March 5 in the Oval
Office at the White House for later broadcast.
These remarks were also made available on the
White House Press Office Radio Actuality Line.

Statement on the Kennedy-Murray Amendment to Proposed Education
Flexibility Partnership Legislation
March 10, 1999

I am pleased that the Senate leadership has
finally agreed to allow an up-or-down vote on
an amendment to hire 100,000 teachers to re-
duce class size in the early grades. Last year,
with bipartisan support, Congress enacted a
downpayment on this class size initiative, and
school districts across the country will soon re-
ceive funds to begin hiring teachers. It is now
time for Congress to finish the job by making
a long-term commitment to class size reduction.
I call on every Senator to vote for the Murray-
Kennedy amendment to bring every class in the
early grades down to a national average of 18.

I will vigorously oppose any Republican
amendments to undermine the bipartisan agree-
ment we reached last year on class size by di-
verting those funds to other uses, including spe-

cial education. While we should increase funding
for special education—as we have done in past
years and as my budget recommends continuing
to do in the future—we should not take this
money from the recently enacted class size ini-
tiative. We should not pit our children against
one another or change the rules now on our
critical efforts to reduce class size. Smaller class-
es will help all students do better and will re-
duce the need for special education services by
helping teachers identify and assist as early as
possible children who have learning problems.
I call on every Member of Congress to reject
these efforts to tear down what we accomplished
last year, and call on them instead to build on
that significant bipartisan achievement.
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