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Remarks at the Welcoming Ceremony for President Jerry John Rawlings
of Ghana
February 24, 1999

President and Mrs. Rawlings, distinguished
members of the Ghanaian delegation, my fellow
Americans. Mr. President, Hillary and I are de-
lighted to welcome you and Mrs. Rawlings to
the United States. Nearly a year ago, your coun-
try gave us a greeting I will always remember.
On that great day, it was over 100 degrees Fahr-
enheit—[laughter]—and we had a half million
people in Independence Square in Accra. We
thought we should arrange a similar meeting
here today. [Laughter]

Actually, for the South Grounds of the White
House, we have a large crowd of people, young
and old, from all parts of America, including
a significant number of people whose roots are
in your country. And in our hearts, our welcome
is warm. In Independence Square, before the
largest crowd I had ever addressed, I learned
the meaning of akwaaba, your word for ‘‘wel-
come.’’ It was also written on billboards and
on posters, and unforgettably written in the
faces of all the Ghanaian people we saw. Mr.
President, Mrs. Rawlings, it gives me great
pleasure to say to you this morning, akwaaba.
Welcome to the United States.

Our trip to Ghana marked an important step
forward for Africa and the United States, sym-
bolizing a new beginning for both of us, a part-
nership built on mutual respect and mutual ben-
efit. On our part, it signaled to the world our
respect for Africa’s achievements and aspirations
after centuries of colonialism and decades of
cold war. On Africa’s part, it signaled your readi-
ness to work with us to forge a better future
of open societies and shared responsibilities.

Mr. President, under your leadership, Ghana
has continued to flourish. It remains a vivid
example of what democracy and open markets
can do for the African people. Over the past
5 years, your economy has grown steadily. You
have an independent judiciary, a lively Par-
liament, a thriving civil society.

Ghana is a partner with other African nations,
seeking to preserve peace in the region, in Libe-
ria and Sierra Leone, where you support the
ECOMOG regional peacekeeping forces, and
through your partnership in the Africa Crisis
Response Initiative. You also send peacekeepers

to other spots far from home, from Lebanon
to the former Yugoslavia. And for that, we are
grateful.

The United States needs strong partners like
Ghana. It is no secret that hard challenges lie
ahead for Africa. Recent headlines have de-
scribed the continuing upheaval caused by ter-
rorism, civil war, military aggression, the sense-
less cruelty suffered by innocent people caught
in a web of violence. Clearly, there remains
much to be done. But equally clearly, these
headlines do not tell the full story of Africa,
of more than 700 million people who want what
people the world over want: to work, to raise
a family, to live a full life, to bring a better
future to their children.

A year after my trip to Africa, it is important
to highlight what the headlines often don’t: the
hard work of the African people toward these
lofty goals, the progress we are making in spite
of setbacks. In Ghana, as in other African na-
tions, we are deepening our link through grow-
ing trade and investment, air travel, and Internet
access. I look forward to discussing this progress
with the President and to talking about how
we can build on it.

Something else of far-reaching importance is
happening in Africa, something unthinkable last
year when I visited Accra. Three days from now
there will be a democratic Presidential election
in Africa’s most populous country, Nigeria. For
28 of its 38 years of independence, Nigeria has
been run by military dictators. Now it has a
chance to start anew.

The friendship between Ghana and the
United States grows deeper every year. Ghana
received our very first Peace Corps volunteers
in 1961, and nearly four decades later, new
Peace Corps volunteers still make a difference
there. Across a wide range of common endeav-
ors, our nations cooperate and learn together.
More and more Ghanaians are coming to Amer-
ica to help us build our future. More and more
Americans visit Ghana and the rest of the con-
tinent to understand the history that binds us
together.
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Mr. President, your visit underscores the debt
all Americans owe to Ghana and to Africa for
the brilliant contributions that African-Ameri-
cans have made and continue to make to the
United States.

The writer and crusader W.E.B. Du Bois was
a citizen of both Ghana and the United States.
Near the end of his life, he wrote his great-
grandson that his very long life had taught him
two things: first, that progress sometimes will
be painfully slow, and second, that we must
forge ahead anyway because, and I quote, ‘‘the
difference between 100 and 1,000 years is less
than you now think.’’ He concluded, ‘‘doing
what must be done, that is eternal.’’

Mr. President, you have done so much of
what must be done. It will live eternally, and

we will be eternally grateful for the friendship
between our two nations. Let us extend it in
the new century for the new millennium.

Mr. President, Mrs. Rawlings, welcome to the
United States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, where President
Rawlings was accorded a formal welcome with full
military honors. In his remarks, he referred to
Nana Konadu Agyeman-Rawlings, President
Rawlings’ wife. The President also referred to the
Economic Community of West African States
Monitoring Group (ECOMOG). The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of President Rawlings.

The President’s News Conference With President Jerry John Rawlings of
Ghana
February 24, 1999

President Clinton. Mr. President, distin-
guished members of the Ghanaian delegation,
it’s been a real pleasure for me to welcome
President Rawlings back to Washington to ad-
vance the partnership between the United States
and Ghana.

On my visit to Africa last spring, I said the
United States wanted and very much needed
a new partnership with Africa. We face stiff
challenges: a border war between Ethiopia and
Eritrea; civil wars in the Congo, Angola, Sierra
Leone; famine and disease causing heartbreaking
human loss. But it is important not to forget
how far Africa has come since the days of apart-
heid and authoritarianism.

In a few days, we’ll have an election in Nige-
ria to elect a President and to give the largest,
most populous country in Africa a chance to
chart a new course. Over half the countries of
sub-Saharan Africa already have democratically
elected governments. It is clearly in our interest
to have a broad and constructive partnership.

Since Kwame Nkrumah led Ghana to inde-
pendence in 1957, Ghana’s example has inspired
other nations to take control of their destinies.
Over the past decade, Ghana has continued to
lead the way, with a growing economy, with

peacekeeping forces in west Africa and around
the world, with its efforts to strengthen democ-
racy at home.

Today President Rawlings and I are broad-
ening our partnership. We’re encouraging multi-
lateral African forces to respond quickly to out-
breaks of violence. We’re providing more train-
ing for Ghana’s battalion in the new African
peacekeeping enterprise, the African Crisis Re-
sponse Initiative. We’re supporting Ghana’s ac-
tive role in stemming violence in west Africa
through ECOMOG’s regional peacekeeping
force, as it seeks to stop the carnage that has
racked Sierra Leone.

For our part, we have contributed logistical
and medical support for peacekeeping troops
there, and we will continue to do so. In fact,
I want to increase our support for ECOMOG,
and I hope Congress will support my proposal
to do so. In the last 18 months, we have also
provided over $75 million in humanitarian assist-
ance to refugees and victims of violence.

President Rawlings and I also agreed on a
number of steps to increase trade and invest-
ment between our nations. Tomorrow our U.S.
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