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to walk away here without an agreement.” And
so he did.

And he took a house, and some days he could
only work 30 minutes or an hour. But every
day we needed him in that long Wye peace
accord, he was there. Every day he was needed,
he was there—no matter how sick he was, no
matter how bad he felt. And his son, the new
King, told me tonight, he said, “You know, the
truth is it put some days on his life because
he was doing what he believed in.” And all
the icy atmosphere of those tense talks would
immediately disappear when Hussein walked in
the room, because all the differences and ani-
mosities and grievances seemed small in the face
of this very large presence. And it was almost
as if the more frail his body became, the more
powerful the essence of his spirit was.

Every Jordanian citizen can be proud of
that—can be proud that on every continent, in
every country of the world, people said that
is the sort of person we all ought to be.

The last point I would like to make is that
I would like to join the previous speakers in
saying that I have great confidence in the young
King of Jordan. I had a very good meeting with
him today. He clearly understands his mission.
He said in the most moving way—he said, “I
and all of my brothers and sisters have absorbed
our father’s teaching; we know what we are sup-

posed to do, and I intend to do it.” And he
said it in a way that exuded the quiet, humble
confidence that I saw so often in his father.

And finally, just on a purely personal note,
I was deeply honored to be able to bring Queen
Noor’s mother and father over on the airplane
with me. They are in this audience tonight, be-
cause we are leaving from here. And I think
we should let them know that our prayers and
support are with them, and we are grateful that
their daughter, a daughter of America, has been
a magnificent Queen of Jordan and a great
friend to the people of both countries.

Hillary and I have had so many unbelievable
experiences as a result of the great honor of
serving in the White House. But among those
I will treasure most every day of my life are
the times we had with the King of Jordan. He
made us all a little better, and he always will.

Thank you very much.

NotE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. in the
Ballroom at the Marriott Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to U.S. Ambassador to Jordan William
J. Burns; and Queen Noor’s parents, Najeeb and
Doris Halaby. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of former Presidents Gerald R. Ford,
Jimmy Carter, and George Bush; the First Lady;
and Ambassador Burns.

Statement on the Eritrea-Ethiopia Border Conflict

February 9, 1999

I am deeply concerned by the heavy fighting
along the border between Ethiopia and Eritrea.
Since the dispute began in May 1998, my ad-
ministration has sought to work with these two
friends of the United States to achieve a peace-
ful resolution. Susan Rice, the Assistant Sec-
retary of State for African Affairs, has conducted
intensive shuttle diplomacy between Ethiopia
and Eritrea, and former National Security Ad-
viser Anthony Lake has made four trips to the
region at my request.

We remain committed to this crucial effort.
A peaceful solution can and must be found with-
out delay. I urge both parties to halt the fighting
immediately. If the conflict continues, its human
and economic cost will be incalculable for the
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people of Ethiopia and Eritrea and for the en-
tire region.

I am disappointed that hostilities resumed
while sustained diplomatic efforts by the inter-
national community were continuing. We wel-
come Ethiopia’s standing acceptance of the Or-
ganization of African Unity’s Framework Agree-
ment and maintain our support for the efforts
of the OAU and others to promote a peaceful
resolution of this conflict.

The return to hostilities cannot bring about
a lasting solution to this dispute. I am particu-
larly alarmed by the recent use of air power,
which escalates the conflict and violates the
agreed airstrike moratorium. I urge the Ethio-
pian Government to refrain from further use
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of its aircraft as currently employed along the
border, and I ask both sides to renew their
commitment to the moratorium.

For the sake of their people, the leaders of
Ethiopia and Eritrea must immediately halt the
fighting and recommit themselves to diplomatic
efforts to secure a peaceful settlement.

Statement on the Nomination of Richard C. Holbrooke To Be Ambassador

to the United Nations
February 9, 1999

I will soon send to the Senate my nomination
of Richard C. Holbrooke to be the next United
States Ambassador to the United Nations.

From building a lasting peace in Bosnia to
searching for a political settlement in Kosovo
to finding a workable solution in Cyprus, Rich-
ard C. Holbrooke’s intellect, vigor, and diplo-
matic skills have significantly advanced the val-
ues and interests of the American people.

At a time when international crises, from Iraq
to Kosovo, demand the leadership of the United
States and the United Nations, it is essential
that we have a strong and capable diplomat like
Richard C. Holbrooke as our U.N. Ambassador.
He is extraordinarily well qualified for this vital
position, and I look forward to the Senate’s
timely consideration of his nomination.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Romania-United States
Peaceful Nuclear Cooperation Agreement With Documentation

February 9, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153(b) and (d)), the text of a proposed
Agreement for Cooperation Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of Romania Concerning
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, with accom-
panying annex and agreed minute. I am also
pleased to transmit my written approval, author-
ization, and determination concerning the agree-
ment, and the memorandum of the Director
of the United States Arms Control and Disar-
mament Agency with the Nuclear Proliferation
Assessment Statement concerning the agree-
ment. The joint memorandum submitted to me
by the Secretary of State and the Secretary of
Energy, which includes a summary of the provi-
sions of the agreement and various other attach-
ments, including agency views, is also enclosed.

The proposed agreement with Romania has
been negotiated in accordance with the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954, as amended by the Nuclear

Non-Proliferation Act of 1978 and as otherwise
amended. In my judgment, the proposed agree-
ment meets all statutory requirements and will
advance the nonproliferation and other foreign
policy interests of the United States. The agree-
ment provides a comprehensive framework for
peaceful nuclear cooperation between the
United States and Romania under appropriate
conditions and controls reflecting our common
commitment to nuclear nonproliferation goals.
Cooperation until now has taken place under
a series of supply agreements dating back to
1966 pursuant to the agreement for peaceful
nuclear cooperation between the United States
and the International Atomic Energy Agency
(TAEA).

The Government of Romania supports inter-
national efforts to prevent the spread of nuclear
weapons to additional countries. Romania is a
party to the Treaty on the Nonproliferation to
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and has an agreement
with the TAEA for the application of full-scope
safeguards to its nuclear program. Romania also
subscribes to the Nuclear Suppliers Group
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