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Statement on People Magazine’s Decision To Print a Cover Story
Featuring Chelsea Clinton
February 3, 1999

We deeply regret and are profoundly sad-
dened by the decision of People magazine to
print a cover story featuring our daughter, Chel-
sea. For over 6 years, the media has understood
and respected the unique situation facing Chel-
sea as she grows up in the spot light focused
on her parents. Other than at public situations
where she is an integral part of our family, Chel-
sea has not taken on a public role. We have
been very grateful for the media’s restraint in
allowing Chelsea the privacy that any young per-
son needs and deserves.

Unfortunately, despite personal appeals with
respect to her privacy and her security from
her parents, People magazine has chosen to run
the story. We can only hope that the media
will continue its policy of restraint with respect
to our daughter.

NOTE: This statement was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary as a statement by the Presi-
dent and the First Lady.

Statement on Action Against Invasive Species
February 3, 1999

Today I am signing an Executive order direct-
ing Federal agencies to expand and coordinate
their efforts to combat a serious environmental
threat: the introduction and spread of plants and
animals not native to the United States.

Many Americans are all too familiar with
gypsy moths and other non-native insects that
devour our gardens and trees. Few realize, how-
ever, that countless other non-native plants and
animals are upsetting nature’s balance, squeez-
ing out native species, causing severe economic
damage, and transforming our landscape. Those
affected range from western ranchers plagued
by a weed called leafy spurge to Chicago home-
owners whose stately maple trees have fallen
prey to the Asian long-horned beetle. Some ex-

perts estimate the cost to the American econ-
omy to be as high as $123 billion a year.

The Executive order mobilizes the Federal
Government to defend against these aggressive
predators and pests. Led by the Departments
of the Interior, Agriculture, and Commerce,
Federal agencies will work together to prevent
the introduction of non-native species and con-
trol those already here. My fiscal year 2000
budget proposes an additional $29 million to
support these efforts, and I urge Congress to
join us in protecting our economy and our nat-
ural heritage against the threat of non-native
species.

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Remarks at the Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony for the ‘‘Marching Toward
Justice’’ Exhibit
February 3, 1999

Thank you very much. Judge Keith, it’s good
to be in your presence again. Mrs. Marshall;
Rosa Parks; Mr. Hill, I’m honored to be in

your presence, sir. President Swygert, President
Reid, Mr. Mecham; to Congressman Clyburn
and members of the Congressional Black Caucus
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and any other Members of Congress who may
be here; Mr. Holder, Mr. Lee, and Justice De-
partment officials who are here; to all the mem-
bers of the White House staff, but especially
Thurgood Marshall, Jr. I thank you for permit-
ting me to be a small part of this momentous
day.

‘‘We are all created equal,’’ the simplest, most
powerful idea about human beings ever articu-
lated. Our history is largely the story of Ameri-
cans of courage and vision who have stepped
forward, often at risk to their lives, to lead us
in our ongoing march toward justice and equal-
ity. I thank you for chronicling their journey
in this exhibit.

Perhaps no one in this century did more to
open the doors to ‘‘the glorious temple of Amer-
ican liberty’’ than the man we honor and re-
member tonight, Justice Thurgood Marshall.
You honor with this exhibit the courage of a
man who traveled to towns of the segregated
South, places where he couldn’t find a bite to
eat when he was hungry, a bed to rest when
he was tired, a police officer’s protection when
he was threatened. He did all that to argue
that we are all created equal.

We honor the genius of a man who master-
minded a strategy to dismantle Jim Crow, case
by case, trial by trial, decision by decision, from
Baltimore to Topeka to Little Rock to the
United States Supreme Court.

The 14th amendment, with its promise of
equal protection under law, was Thurgood Mar-
shall’s sword and shield. It was pretty moribund
when he began to work on it, but he breathed
life into it and transformed it into a living char-
ter of freedom. The legacy of the 14th amend-
ment—the legacy of Justice Marshall, the legacy
of his mentor, Charles Houston, his colleagues
such as Wiley Branton and Jack Greenberg and
Oliver Hill, the legacy of others we have lost,

like that great lion, Leon Higginbotham, our
friend—that legacy can be seen every day, ev-
erywhere in America, in classrooms, in libraries,
in restaurants, and in the lives and careers of
so many of the men and women standing here
tonight.

Because the road to freedom and justice is
long and never ends, we can honor Thurgood
Marshall best not only with grand buildings and
museum exhibits but with great vision and vig-
orous action, to make equality ever more real
and discrimination that some day will be some-
thing that can only be found in museum exhib-
its. No one should be denied a home or a job,
a world-class education or equal pay for equal
work or, indeed, any part of the American
dream, because of race or disability or gender
or sexual orientation or religion.

During some of the darkest days of Jim Crow,
a single phrase whispered in African-American
communities all across the South would give
hope to millions: ‘‘Thurgood is coming.’’ Today,
at the dawn of a new century, it is up to each
and every one of us to ensure that Thurgood
is still coming.

So let us pick up his sword and his shield
and fight for that more perfect Union, that one
America that was his great and lasting gift to
all of us.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:15 p.m. in the
atrium at the Thurgood Marshall Federal Judici-
ary Building. In his remarks, he referred to Judge
Damon J. Keith, U.S. Court of Appeals, Sixth Cir-
cuit; Justice Marshall’s widow, Cecilia Marshall;
Rosa Parks, civil rights activist; Oliver White Hill,
attorney who worked with Justice Marshall at the
NAACP Legal Defense Fund; H. Patrick Swygert,
president, Howard University; and Irvin D. Reid,
president, Wayne State University.

Remarks at the National Prayer Breakfast
February 4, 1999

Thank you very much, Steve. Distinguished
head table guests; to the leaders from around
the world who are here; the Members of Con-
gress, Mr. Speaker and others; ladies and gentle-
men.

You know, I feel exactly the way I did the
first time I ever gave a speech as a public offi-
cial to the Pine Bluff Rotary Club officers instal-
lation banquet in January of 1977. The dinner
started at 6:30. There were 500 people there.
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