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restore peace and security in the region and
establish the terms of the cease-fire mandated
by the Council, including those related to the
destruction of Iraq’s WMD programs.

United States strikes are ongoing. United
States forces have targeted facilities that are ac-
tively involved in WMD and ballistic missile ac-
tivities, or pose a threat to Iraq’s neighbors or
to U.S. forces conducting this operation.

At the same time I ordered the strikes, I
authorized the deployment of additional U.S.
forces to Southwest Asia. These forces include
U.S. Army, U.S. Navy, and U.S. Air Force units
to reinforce those forces already present in the
region. These forces will remain in the region
as long as is necessary to protect the national
security interests of the United States.

I directed these actions pursuant to my au-
thority under the Constitution as Commander

in Chief and as Chief Executive, and to conduct
U.S. foreign relations, as well as under the Au-
thorization for Use of Military Force Against
Iraq Resolution (Public Law 102–1) enacted in
January 1991.

I am providing this report as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress fully informed, con-
sistent with Public Law 102–1. I appreciate the
support of the Congress as we continue to take
all necessary steps to secure Iraqi compliance
with U.N. Security Council resolutions.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Address to Arab Nations
December 19, 1998

Thank you for this opportunity to address
America’s friends throughout the Arab and the
entire Islamic world. I want to explain why we
have taken military action against Saddam Hus-
sein, and why we believe this action is in the
interests of the Iraqi people and all the people
of the Middle East.

Saddam has ruled through a reign of terror
against his own people and disregard for the
peace of the region. His war against Iran cost
at least half a million lives over 10 years. He
gassed Kurdish civilians in northern Iraq. In
1990 his troops invaded Kuwait, executing those
who resisted, looting the country, spilling tens
of millions of gallons of oil into the Gulf, firing
missiles at Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Israel, and
Qatar. He massacred thousands of his own peo-
ple in an uprising in 1991.

As a condition for the Gulf war cease-fire,
Iraq agreed to disclose and to destroy its weap-
ons of mass destruction and to demonstrate its
willingness to live at peace with its neighbors.
Iraq could have ended economic sanctions and
isolation long ago by meeting these simple obli-
gations. Instead, it has spent nearly 8 years
defying them. Saddam has failed to disclose in-
formation about his weapons arsenal. He has

threatened his neighbors and refused to account
for hundreds of Kuwaitis still missing from 1991.

Each time Saddam has provoked a crisis,
we’ve tried hard to find a peaceful solution,
consulting our friends in the Arab world and
working through the United Nations. A month
ago we joined the other 14 members of the
U.N. Security Council in demanding that Sad-
dam come into compliance immediately. We
supported what Iraq said it wanted: a com-
prehensive review of its compliance after it re-
sumed full cooperation with the U.N. weapons
inspectors. And we were gratified when eight
Arab nations, Egypt, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Ku-
wait, Bahrain, Qatar, the UAE, and Oman,
warned that Iraq would bear the blame—Iraq
alone would bear the blame for the con-
sequences of defying the U.N.

Now, I canceled a military strike when, at
the last moment, Saddam promised to cooperate
unconditionally with the inspectors. But this
month he broke his promises again, and again
defied the U.N. So, we had to act. Saddam
simply must not be allowed to threaten his
neighbors or the world with nuclear arms, poi-
son gas, or biological weapons.
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America understands that Saddam’s first vic-
tims are his own people. That is why we ex-
empted food and medicine when sanctions were
imposed on Iraq. That is why, since 1991, we
have offered to allow Iraq to sell its oil and
use the proceeds to pay for humanitarian sup-
plies. For 5 years, Saddam rejected that offer
while building lavish palaces for himself and di-
verting resources to his military.

Finally, in 1996, Saddam allowed the oil-for-
food program to take effect. Since then, the
U.N. has delivered nearly $3 billion worth of
food and medicine to the Iraqi people every
year. Without the watchful eye of the U.N.,
we would soon see the oil-for-food program be-
come oil-for-tanks, leading to less food for the
Iraqi people and more danger for Iraq’s neigh-
bors.

No decision to use force is easy, especially
at a time when I’m working so hard to build
peace in the Middle East and to strengthen
our own relations with the Arab world. My visit
to Gaza last week reflected my deep commit-
ment to the peace process. I will never forget
the warm welcome I received from the Pales-
tinian people, eager to shape their own future
at last.

Let me also state my deep respect for the
holy month of Ramadan. In the days ahead,
I hope all Muslims will consider America’s sin-
cere desire to work with all people in the Mid-
dle East to build peace. We have the most pro-
found admiration for Islam. Our dispute is with
a leader who threatens Muslims and non-Mus-
lims alike.

As the crescent moon rises, and the ninth
month begins, Muslim-Americans and all Ameri-
cans wish you the blessings of faith and friend-
ship. May our prayers for a better world soon
be answered.

Ramadan Kareem [Blessed Ramadan].

NOTE: This address was videotaped at approxi-
mately 12:20 p.m. in the Cabinet Room on De-
cember 18 for later broadcast on the U.S. Infor-
mation Agency WORLDNET. In his address, the
President referred to President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 18
but was embargoed for release until 7 a.m. on
December 19. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this address.

The President’s Radio Address
December 19, 1998

Good morning. As I speak to you, America’s
men and women in uniform and our British
allies are fighting for security, peace, and free-
dom in the Persian Gulf. They’re doing an out-
standing job, showing bravery and skill, making
our country proud. Our thoughts and prayers
are with them.

Putting our troops in harm’s way is the hard-
est decision any President faces. I believe our
action in Iraq clearly is in America’s interest.
Never again can we allow Saddam Hussein to
develop nuclear weapons, poison gas, biological
weapons, or missiles to deliver them. He has
used such terrible weapons before against sol-
diers, against his neighbors, against civilians. And
if left unchecked, he’ll use them again.

For 71⁄2 years, United Nations weapons in-
spectors did a truly remarkable job in forcing
Saddam to disclose and destroy weapons he in-

sisted he did not have. But over the past year,
Saddam repeatedly has blocked their efforts.
Each time, with intensive diplomacy backed by
the threat of force, we compelled him to back
down.

Last month, when he agreed to fully cooper-
ate, I canceled an American military action. But
I, along with Prime Minister Tony Blair of Great
Britain, made it absolutely clear that if he did
not fully cooperate, we would have no choice
but to act without further negotiation or warn-
ing.

For 3 weeks, the U.N. inspectors tested
Saddam’s commitment. He failed the test, hin-
dering and preventing inspections, withholding
and destroying documents. As their chairman
concluded, the inspectors can no longer do their
vital job. Under these circumstances, had we
failed to respond, it would have given Saddam
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