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We applaud the steps taken during the Austrian
EU Presidency to further the process of building
bridges across the Atlantic, in particular, the es-
tablishment of the Transatlantic Consumer Dia-
logue and the on-going and constructive input
we receive from the Transatlantic Business Dia-
logue. We have given encouragement to the
Transatlantic Labor Dialogue to develop further
its program of work. Building on work that
began this year, we look forward to the formal
launching of a Transatlantic Environmental Dia-
logue early next year. We welcome contacts that
are taking place between development NGOs
with a view to the possibility of establishing a
Transatlantic Development Dialogue.

We look forward to these dialogues providing
recommendations to us on an ongoing basis on
issues of mutual concern, as they have done
for today’s Summit. We welcome input from

these dialogues as well as other sectors of society
to help shape our agenda.

We will work with all of the transatlantic dia-
logues to ensure that lines of communication
to government are balanced and open. We will
work with the dialogues to help ensure their
sustainability. This process will require resources
and support from outside of government, and
we will encourage the development of links with
the private sector, including foundations. We re-
affirm our commitment to support initiatives to
deepen the commercial, social, cultural, sci-
entific and educational ties between our respec-
tive societies. We recognize that there is much
that our transatlantic communities can learn
from one another.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Message on the Observance of Ramadan
December 18, 1998

Warm greetings to all those observing the
holy month of Ramadan.

Ramadan is a special time of reflection and
renewal for Muslims around the world, including
the 6 million Americans who are making Islam
one of our nation’s fastest-growing religions.
Through fasting and devoted reading of the
Koran, Muslims strengthen their faith in God
and deepen the compassion that gives their faith
such dignity and power in the eyes of Muslims
and non-Muslims alike. It is a time for renewing

our spirituality and for recognizing our common
humanity. It is a time to remember all that
we have done and all that we have yet to do
to make this world worthy of its Creator.

As the crescent moon rises, and the ninth
month begins, Hillary joins me in extending best
wishes to you and your families for health, pros-
perity, and happiness. May our prayers for a
better world soon be answered.

BILL CLINTON

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Military Strikes Against Iraq
December 18, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
At approximately 5:00 p.m. eastern standard

time on December 16, 1998, at my direction,
U.S. military forces conducted missile and air-
craft strikes in Iraq in response to Iraqi breaches
of its obligations under resolutions of the United
Nations Security Council. The strikes will de-
grade Iraq’s ability to develop and deliver weap-
ons of mass destruction (WMD) and its ability

to threaten its neighbors. This action, carried
out in concert with military forces of the United
Kingdom, enjoys the support of many of our
friends and allies. It is consistent with and has
been taken in support of numerous U.N. Secu-
rity Council resolutions, including Resolutions
678 and 687, which authorize U.N. Member
States to use ‘‘all necessary means’’ to imple-
ment the Security Council resolutions and to
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