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Statement on the Death of Morris K. Udall
December 13, 1998

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of the
death of Representative Morris Udall. Mo Udall
was a leader whose uncommon wisdom, wit, and
dedication won the love of his colleagues and
the respect of all Americans. It was my pleasure
to award him the Medal of Freedom, the high-
est civilian award a President can bestow.

Mo Udall represented the people of Arizona
for more than three decades and guided the
Nation forward on issues ranging from the re-
form of our election laws to improving the Post-
al Service. As a Presidential candidate and a
leader of our party, his was an articulate voice

reminding us of what our Nation can achieve
when we leave no one behind. Above all, he
was a devoted steward of the land that God
gave us and was responsible for the preservation
of some of our most important wilderness areas.
It is fitting that the easternmost point of the
United States, in the Virgin Islands, and the
westernmost point, in Guam, are both named
‘‘Udall Point.’’ The Sun will never set on the
legacy of Mo Udall.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to his wife
Norma, their six children and many grand-
children, and the people of Arizona.

Remarks to the People of Israel in Jerusalem
December 13, 1998

Thank you very much. Let me begin by
thanking the Prime Minister for his leadership
for peace and his leadership of Israel; Mrs.
Netanyahu, members of the Israeli Government;
to the distinguished American delegation here.
I want to say a special word of appreciation
to the young man who spoke first, Ben Mayost.
Didn’t he do a good job? [Applause]

This is my third trip to Jerusalem as Presi-
dent, my third time in this magnificent hall,
and the young woman who was with me here
last time on the stage, Liad Modrik, is also here.
Thank you; I’m really glad to see you. I’d like
to also thank this magnificent choir, the Ankor
Choir. Didn’t they do a good job? They left,
but they were great. I understand we have stu-
dents here from Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Haifa,
Beer Sheva, Akko, and other cities; welcome
to you all.

We come here today to speak about the fu-
ture of Israel and the Middle East—your future.
Six weeks ago Prime Minister Netanyahu came
to the United States to seek a new under-
standing with the Palestinian Authority on the
best way to achieve peace with security. Today
I come to Israel to fulfill a pledge I made to
the Prime Minister and to Chairman Arafat at
Wye River, to speak to Israelis and Palestinians
about the benefits of peace, and to reaffirm

America’s determination to stand with you as
you take risks for peace.

The United States will always stand with
Israel, always remember that only a strong Israel
can make peace. That is why we were, after
all, your partners in security before we were
partners for peace. Our commitment to your
security is ironclad. It will not ever change.

The United States stood with Israel at the
birth of your nation, at your darkest hour in
1973, through the long battle against terror,
against Saddam Hussein’s Scuds in 1991. And
today, American marines and Patriot missiles are
here in Israel exercising with the IDF. We have
also stood with you as you reached out to your
neighbors, always recognizing that only Israelis
can make final decisions about your own future.

And as the Prime Minister said in his remarks
about education for peace, we agree that peace
must begin with a genuine transformation in
attitudes. Despite all the difficulties, I believe
that transformation has begun. Palestinians are
recognizing that rejection of Israel will not bring
them freedom, just as Israelis recognize that
control over Palestinians will not bring you secu-
rity.

As a result, in just the last few years you
have achieved peace with Jordan, and the Arab
world has accepted the idea of peace with Israel.
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