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menorah will once again brighten steadfast spir-
its and gladden faithful hearts. Commemorating
the rededication of the Holy Temple in Jeru-
salem more than two millennia ago, Hanukkah
is a joyous celebration of the victory of the
righteous over oppression and a reaffirmation
of religious freedom as a fundamental right of
people everywhere. This Festival of Lights is
a reminder to all of us of the many blessings

that brighten our lives: the love of God, the
gift of freedom, the strength of family and com-
munity, and the hope of lasting peace.

As millions of families gather to kindle the
flames of the menorah and to recite the special
prayers of Hanukkah, Hillary and I extend our
best wishes for a memorable celebration and
for happiness and peace in the coming year.

BILL CLINTON

Memorandum on the Eleanor Roosevelt Award for Human Rights
December 9, 1998

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: The Eleanor Roosevelt Award for
Human Rights

This month we mark the 50th anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
United Nations General Assembly declaration af-
firming a universal standard of human rights
and fundamental freedoms. In so doing, we also
honor the legacy of Eleanor Roosevelt, who
served as the first Chairperson of the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights and who
was the driving force behind the Declaration.

To reaffirm our commitment to the principles
of the Declaration and to honor the contribu-
tions of Eleanor Roosevelt, I hereby direct you
to establish the Eleanor Roosevelt Award for
Human Rights. You are authorized to take all
necessary steps to establish an appropriate
awards program under the auspices of your De-
partment to recognize distinguished Americans
who have made especially meritorious contribu-
tions to the promotion and protection of human

rights within the United States or around the
world.

These awards will be presented on or about
December 10 of each year as part of the com-
memoration of the anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. Prior to Novem-
ber 15 of each year, you shall present to me
a list of nominees from which I will select up
to five individuals or groups of individuals to
receive this award. In preparing your list of
nominees, you may consider the recommenda-
tions of appropriate individuals and groups and
coordinate your nominations in consultation with
other Federal agencies as appropriate. You may
include recommendations for posthumous
awards.

You are directed to publish this memorandum
in the Federal Register.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: This memorandum was not received for
publication in the Federal Register.

Remarks on Presenting the Eleanor Roosevelt Awards for Human Rights
December 10, 1998

Thank you very much. I want to welcome
all of you here, the Members of Congress, the
members of our foreign policy team who have
worked on this, National Security Adviser
Berger, Under Secretary Loy, Assistant Secretary
Koh. I welcome Ambassador Nancy Rubin, the
Ambassador to the U.N. Commission on Human

Rights; Theresa Loar, the Senior Coordinator
for International Women’s Issues; members of
the Roosevelt family; and other distinguished
guests.

I would like to say also, before getting into
my prepared remarks, that someday when I
write the memoirs of these last several years,
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