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today, to open their arms, their hearts to chil-
dren who need them very much, to give them
the futures they deserve, and to make sure that
in all of the Thanksgivings to come, we will
all be blessed as a nation as more and more
of our children come into loving homes.

A very happy Thanksgiving to all of you. And
now let me invite all of you to join us to cele-
brate this special day with a reception in the
State Dining Room.

Thank you very much.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:26 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to adoptee Charday Mays, who intro-
duced the President; Gov. Jim Edgar of Illinois
and his wife, Brenda; Jean Oberstar, wife of Rep-
resentative James L. Oberstar; Mayor Marion S.
Barry, Jr., and Mayor-elect Anthony A. Williams
of Washington, DC, and Mr. Williams® wife,
Diane; Chief Judge Eugene N. Hamilton, Supe-
rior Court, Washington, DC; and Wendy’s Inter-
national, Inc., senior chairman Dave Thomas,
founder, Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption.
The National Adoption Month proclamation of
October 29 is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Memorandum on Using the Internet To Increase Adoptions

November 24, 1998

Memorandum for the Secretary of Health and
Human Services

Subject: Using the Internet to Increase
Adoptions

Technology will be an ever more important
part of achieving our national goals as we ap-
proach the new millennium. New technological
tools mean new opportunities for progress—
helping us to strengthen the global economy,
bolster public education, and improve the health
of American families. Technology can also assist
our continuing efforts to meet our national goal
of doubling, by the year 2002, adoptions and
other permanent placements from our Nation’s
foster care system.

As we celebrate National Adoption Month,
it is fitting that we reflect on the important
steps we have taken to strengthen our child
welfare system and, specifically, to improve the
process of adoption. Through the Family and
Medical Leave Act and tax credits, we have
made it easier for families to adopt children.
We have worked to eliminate discrimination and
delay based on race and ethnicity. And, last year,
I was proud to sign into law the Adoption and
Safe Families Act, tightening the time frame
for decision-making and affirming that the
health and safety of children in foster care must
always come first.
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We are making progress but there is more
work to be done. Because geographic and other
barriers to adoption still exist, we must do a
better job of informing America’s families about
the many children that wait in foster care for
permanent, adoptive homes. To give those chil-
dren the future they deserve, to give our fami-
lies the opportunity to provide them with happy,
healthy homes, we must infuse the public child
welfare system with the power of technology.

Therefore, I am directing you to work with
the States, courts, private agencies, and others
to develop a plan for expanding appropriate use
of the Internet as a tool to find homes for
children waiting to be adopted from the public
child welfare system. There are approximately
100,000 children in our country waiting in foster
care for permanent adoptive homes. Sharing in-
formation through a national Internet registry
about children legally available for adoption
could shorten the time needed to find adoptive
families for such children. To take full advantage
of the Internet’s potential to promote adoptions
while also ensuring appropriate confidentiality
safeguards, close consultation with the States
will be necessary.

You should report to me within 60 days with
a plan to carry out this consultation; identify
important issues and strategies to address them;
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and build on promising existing efforts to create
an effective, national registry.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

NoTE: The National Adoption Month proclama-
tion of October 29 is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Radio Remarks on Disaster Relief for Central America

November 25, 1998

Throughout this week, families in the United
States are coming together to give thanks for
the blessings we enjoy. As we celebrate, we
must remember our neighbors, particularly the
people in Central America whose lives were dev-
astated by Hurricane Mitch a month ago.

The Americas are also a family, and many
relatives of our own citizens live in the nations
hardest hit by the hurricane: Honduras, Nica-
ragua, Guatemala, and El Salvador. The United
States has already pledged $263 million to the
relief effort, offering food, loans, and vital health
services. Our Armed Forces are on the scene
transporting supplies, rebuilding roads and com-

Statement on the Murder of Russian
November 25, 1998

Americans everywhere join people across Rus-
sia in mourning the murder of Russian parlia-
mentarian Galina Starovoytova. Through her
work as a deputy in the State Duma, as an
adviser to President Yeltsin, and as an early ad-
vocate of political change in Soviet times, Ms.
Starovoytova made an immeasurable contribu-
tion to the development of democratic values
and institutions throughout Russia. This tragic
crime represents an assault on the Russian peo-
ple’s aspirations to build a society that is peace-
ful, tolerant, and governed by the rule of law.
It is a terrible loss for friends of democracy
around the world.

munities. The First Lady and Tipper Gore vis-
ited the region and renewed our pledge to do
all we can to help.

So this Thanksgiving I ask you to keep the
hurricane victims in your thoughts and prayers
and to continue your generous donation to relief
organizations. In this season of need, we will
not let down our fellow Americans.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
approximately 5:40 p.m. on November 23 in the
Oval Office at the White House for broadcast on
November 25. The transcript was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on November 25.

Parliamentarian Galina Starovoytova

In recent days, the outpouring of grief in Ms.
Starovoytova’s  beloved St. Petersburg and
throughout Russia has testified to the enduring
strength of the values she championed through-
out her career. In mourning her loss, Russians
and Americans are reminded of the importance
of sustaining democracy and civility even at the
most difficult times. Indeed, we are troubled
by recent expressions of anti-Semitism and ex-
tremism in Russia, and we will continue to stand
with those who, like Ms. Starovoytova, have
been leading Russia toward a more pluralistic,
more tolerant future. Our thoughts and prayers
go to her family and friends.
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