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Back in Washington, we’re working hard to
make sure our forces have the resources they
need to remain the best in the world. Every
time we face a challenge, our Armed Forces
deliver for America. It is imperative that we
deliver for them by giving our military the sup-
port they need and deserve, from cutting-edge
technology to the most basic parts, from the
best training in the world to a good quality
of life.

On Veterans Day I was pleased to release
$1.1 billion in readiness funding authorized by
Congress. With the support of Congress, we’ve
also obtained nearly $2 billion to support peace-
keeping and shifted another billion dollars with-
in the Defense budget for additional readiness.
Now, this money will help to ensure that we
preserve a high state of readiness for our for-
ward-deployed and first-to-fight forces, while we
continue to fund other important initiatives such
as quality of life, recruiting, and pay raises.

And we can’t rest there. We must also plan
for tomorrow’s challenges as well as today’s.
That’s why I’ve ordered a thorough review of
our long-term readiness. It will generate budget
and policy proposals to preserve readiness, to
support our troops, to modernize our equipment
well into the next century.

Next week Americans at home and around
the world will give thanks for the countless
blessings we enjoy today. I’d like to offer par-
ticular thanks to those of you serving our coun-

try overseas. Thanksgiving week is also Military
Family Week. We must never forget that for
every individual stationed abroad, an entire fam-
ily is also serving our country.

On Thanksgiving I will be back in the United
States. Like thousands of Americans, I will offer
a prayer of gratitude for our troops at home
and overseas and their indispensable contribu-
tion to freedom. Even when you are far from
home, you are close to our hearts.

And especially here in Korea, let me thank
our troops. I’m honored to be here representing
the United States on a mission of peace and
prosperity, with a strong congressional delega-
tion representing many parts of our country.
We all wish you the very best. And again, we
thank you for your service to America.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:10 p.m.,
local time, on November 20 in the Hyatt Hotel
in Seoul, South Korea, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m.,
e.s.t., on November 21. (Due to the 14-hour time
difference, the radio address was broadcast after
completion of all other November 21 Presidential
activities in South Korea.) The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on November 21 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. In his remarks, the
President referred to President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq.

Statement on the 1997 Uniform Crime Report
November 22, 1998

The 1997 Uniform Crime Report released by
the FBI today shows that murder, rape, robbery,
assault, and even juvenile crime fell across the
board last year. Serious crime has now fallen
for 6 years in a row. With the murder rate
down by more than 25 percent since I took
office and now at its lowest level in three dec-
ades, Americans are safer today than they have
been in many years. Our strategy of putting
more police on the beat and getting guns off
the street is working. Americans have taken back
their neighborhoods and shown that rising crime
and deadly violence need not be tolerated. But
in far too many communities, crime remains a

serious problem, and our work is far from done.
We must continue the job of putting 100,000
more police on our streets, tougher laws on
our books, and more effective crime prevention
in our schools. With these efforts, we can keep
driving down the crime rates—and keep tipping
the scales of justice in favor of law-abiding
Americans.

NOTE: This statement was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on November 21
but was embargoed for release until 9 a.m. on
November 22.
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