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Service to recommend areas to be studied for
possible inclusion into the National Park System.

Finally, the Act establishes a park “passport,”
which includes a collectible stamp that provides
an innovative way for the public to directly sup-
port parks. My Administration will work to mini-
mize any confusion that may result between the
introduction of this new parks-only passport and
the continued use of the Golden Eagle Passport,
which provides access to all public lands.

I commend retiring Senator Dale Bumpers,
Senator Craig Thomas, and Representatives Don
Young and George Miller for their outstanding
work in forging a consensus to bring about the
passage of S. 1693.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON
The White House,
November 13, 1998.

NOTE: S. 1693, approved November 13, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105-391.

Statement on Signing the Economic Development Administration and
Appalachian Regional Development Reform Act of 1998

November 13, 1998

Today I have signed into law S. 2364, the
“Economic Development Administration and
Appalachian Regional Development Reform Act
of 1998.” This legislation reauthorizes the Eco-
nomic Development Administration (EDA) and
the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC),
which provide grant assistance to help rural and
urban distressed areas create economic oppor-
tunity and job growth in their communities.

The EDA, a reinvented agency within the De-
partment of Commerce, promotes economic de-
velopment in distressed communities—commu-
nities with unemployment above the national av-
erage, low income, or special needs created by
events such as natural disasters, military base
closures, or defense industry downsizing. Title
I of the Act reauthorizes the EDA and tightens
eligibility criteria to ensure that the EDA can
better serve the needs of distressed commu-
nities, simplifies application procedures, and
streamlines statutory authorities by eliminating
obsolete programs.

Title IT of the Act reauthorizes the ARC. Es-
tablished by the Congress in 1965, the ARC
is a Federal-State partnership providing social
and economic support for a 13-State region
stretching from southern New York to northern

Mississippi. The ARC targets its resources to
the region’s most distressed areas. Since the
mid-1960s, the region’s poverty rate has been
cut in half; the percentage of adults with a high
school education has doubled; and the infant
mortality rate has been cut by two-thirds.

This Act recognizes that future growth re-
quires improved physical infrastructure, a skilled
workforce, an emphasis on creating entrepre-
neurial communities, the deployment of new
technologies for business development, and a
concerted effort to make the Nation more com-
petitive in international markets. This legislation
also maintains the critical role of local develop-
ment districts in economic growth.

Reauthorization of the EDA and the ARC
represents an important step in my Administra-
tion’s efforts to ensure that all parts of America
participate in the economic growth that this
country has enjoyed over the past 6 years.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON
The White House,
November 13, 1998.

NOTE: S. 2364, approved November 13, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105-393.
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