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$1 million, then went to $40 million, then went
to $200 million, has the potential to have a
bigger impact on more children’s lives, more
families, and more communities’ futures than
virtually anything else we’re doing around
here—because it empowers people, like the peo-
ple who work with Rose Bolz’ daughter, to do
more of that daily.

Now, again, are we there yet? When it comes
to the end of the speech, the answer is ‘‘nearly.’’
[Laughter] But back to the subject—are we
there yet?

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. A hundred and eighty-three

new after-school grants, that’s the good news.
The rest of the news is, for every community
that received a grant today, there were seven
more which applied. Actually, that’s also good
news if you think about it. Everybody gets this
now. But because they get it, we have to try
harder. Like child care, the need for after-school
programs simply outstrips our investment.

So when children ask from the back of the
car, ‘‘Are we there yet?’’ it’s always hard to
give them a satisfactory answer. And how many
of us as parents have explained how far we’ve
come and that we’ve come further than we’ve

still got to go—all the answers that satisfy adults
and never make it with kids. [Laughter]

On these issues, we should be as impatient
as our children in the back seat of the car.
We should be proud of what has been done.
We should lift up the teachers, the community
leaders, the parents, the child care workers who
have done the right thing. But we should re-
member the impatience of our children. In the
new economy, we can no longer think of high-
quality child care and after-school programs as
luxury items. In every period of economic and
social change, what once was a luxury item be-
comes quickly standard equipment.

So are we there yet? No. But we’ll get there
together. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:54 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks
he referred to Rose Bolz, single working mother
from Tucson, AZ, who introduced the President;
Kent McGuire, Assistant Secretary, and Marshall
S. Smith, Deputy Secretary, Department of Edu-
cation; Mayor Ernest D. Davis of Mount Vernon,
NY; Mayor Joseph P. Ganim of Bridgeport, CT;
and Mayor Bret Schundler of Jersey City, NJ. A
portion of these remarks could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.

Statement on the Retirement of Lewis Merletti as Director of the United
States Secret Service
November 12, 1998

Lewis Merletti has done an outstanding job
as Director of the United States Secret Service,
and I am accepting his retirement with the
deepest regret. I have great admiration for Lew
and for what he has accomplished in service
to our country.

From Lew’s service in the United States Army
with the Special Forces to his Secret Service
assignments in Philadelphia, New York, and
Washington, DC, and finally as Director, he has
distinguished himself at every level.

I would like to thank Lew’s wife, Patty, and
their sons, Mike, Matt, and Chris, for accepting
the pressures and difficulties that arise from
being a part of the Secret Service family. Like
many Secret Service families, they endured a
number of moves from one city to another.

Their move to Cleveland and the Cleveland
Browns organization will be one more challenge
in Lew’s accomplished career, one that he will
undoubtedly meet with enthusiasm and great
success. I also hope it will give Lew and Patty
more time to spend with their children in the
coming years.

On behalf of Hillary, Chelsea, the Vice Presi-
dent and his family, the former Presidents and
their families—indeed, on behalf of everyone
who has felt the reassurance of being in the
care of Lew Merletti and the Secret Service
agents he led—I want to thank this distin-
guished Director for his remarkable devotion to
duty and country. I will miss him very much.
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The U.S. Secret Service is a critical law en-
forcement agency. It provides a secure environ-
ment for the President, the Vice President, and
their families, former Presidents and visiting

heads of state while also playing a vital role
in protecting our Nation from terrorism, coun-
terfeiting, and other financial crimes.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National
Emergency Regarding Weapons of Mass Destruction
November 12, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On November 14, 1994, in light of the dan-

gers of the proliferation of nuclear, biological
and chemical weapons (‘‘weapons of mass de-
struction’’—WMD) and of the means of deliv-
ering such weapons, I issued Executive Order
12938, and declared a national emergency under
the International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.). Under section
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1622(d)), the national emergency termi-
nates on the anniversary date of its declaration,
unless I publish in the Federal Register and
transmit to the Congress a notice of its continu-
ation.

The proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion and their means of delivery continues to
pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to the
national security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States. Indeed, on July 28, 1998,
I issued Executive Order 13094 to strengthen
Executive Order 12938 by, inter alia, broad-
ening the types of proliferation activity that is
subject to potential penalties. I am, therefore,
advising the Congress that the national emer-
gency declared on November 14, 1994, must
continue in effect beyond November 14, 1998.
Accordingly, I have extended the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 12938, as
amended, and have sent the attached notice of
extension to the Federal Register for publication.

On July 28, 1998, I amended section 4 of
Executive Order 12938 so that the United States
Government could more effectively respond to
the worldwide threat of weapons of mass de-
struction proliferation activities. The amendment
to section 4 strengthens Executive Order 12938
in several significant ways. The amendment
broadens the type of proliferation activity that
subjects entities to potential penalties under the
Executive order. The original Executive order

provided for penalties for contributions to the
efforts of any foreign country, project or entity
to use, acquire, design, produce, or stockpile
chemical or biological weapons; the amended
Executive order also covers contributions to for-
eign programs for nuclear weapons and for mis-
siles capable of delivering weapons of mass de-
struction. Moreover, the amendment expands
the original Executive order to include attempts
to contribute to foreign proliferation activities,
as well as actual contributions, and broadens
the range of potential penalties to expressly in-
clude the prohibition of United States Govern-
ment assistance to foreign persons, as well as
the prohibition of United States Government
procurement and imports into the United States.

The following report, which covers activities
on or before October 31, 1998, is made pursu-
ant to section 204 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1703)
and section 401(c) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1641(c)), regarding activities
taken and money spent pursuant to the emer-
gency declaration. Additional information on nu-
clear, missile, and/or chemical and biological
weapons (CBW) proliferation concerns and non-
proliferation efforts is contained in the most re-
cent annual Report on the Proliferation of Mis-
siles and Essential Components of Nuclear, Bio-
logical and Chemical Weapons, provided to the
Congress pursuant to section 1097 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Years
1992 and 1993 (Public Law 102–190), also
known as the ‘‘Nonproliferation Report,’’ and
the most recent annual report provided to the
Congress pursuant to section 308 of the Chem-
ical and Biological Weapons Control and War-
fare Elimination Act of 1991 (Public Law 102–
182), also known as the ‘‘CBW Report.’’
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