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[Laughter] Like his students at Northwestern,
Hillary and I, and indeed, all America are grate-
ful for his brilliant and iconoclastic scholarship.

Ladies and gentlemen, Garry Wills.

[The President and the First Lady presented the
medal and congratulated Mr. Wills.]

The President. The late Dizzy Gillespie once
said of his fellow jazz trumpeter, Louis Arm-
strong, who had blazed musical and professional
trails before him, ‘‘No him, no me.’’

Today a grateful nation says to the 21 medal-
ists in this room, ‘‘No you, no we.’’ Thank you
for opening doors of hope. Thank you for open-

ing doors of artistic and intellectual possibility.
Thank you for opening them for all Americans
and lighting the way to our common future.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:18 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Patricia Engel, wife of Representa-
tive Eliot L. Engel; Ann (Tunky) Riley, wife of
Secretary of Education Richard W. Riley; and
actor/playwright Sam Shepard. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of the First Lady.

Statement Announcing a Presidential Mission to Central America To Assist
in the Aftermath of Hurricane Mitch
November 5, 1998

The United States has close and longstanding
ties with the people and governments of Central
America, and many Americans have close family
and cultural ties to these countries. In light of
the devastation caused by Hurricane Mitch, I
have asked Tipper Gore to lead a Presidential
mission to Honduras and Nicaragua. Mrs. Gore
will travel to the region November 10–11, 1998,
to demonstrate our commitment to assist the
people of Central America as they recover from
this catastrophe.

Mrs. Gore will deliver supplies and participate
in disaster relief efforts. She will be joined by
U.S. Agency for International Development Ad-
ministrator Brian Atwood and Members of Con-
gress on the mission. I believe that this trip
will expand awareness throughout the U.S. and
the world of the devastation faced by the people
of Central America in order to encourage a
global relief effort.

Statement on Iraq’s Noncompliance With United Nations Resolutions
November 5, 1998

Iraq’s latest attempt to block the vital work
of the international weapons inspectors is totally
unacceptable. That is not just my belief or
America’s belief; it is the demand of the inter-
national community. A short while ago, the
United Nations Security Council unanimously
adopted a resolution condemning Iraq’s intran-
sigence and insisting it immediately resume full
cooperation with the weapons inspectors—no ifs,
no ands, no buts about it.

It is long past time for Iraq to meet its obliga-
tions to the world. After the Gulf war, the inter-
national community demanded and Iraq agreed

to declare and destroy all of its chemical, bio-
logical, and nuclear weapons capability and the
missiles to deliver them, and to meet other U.N.
Security Council resolutions. We imposed these
conditions to ensure that Iraq would no longer
threaten the region or the world. We kept sanc-
tions in place—exempting food, medicine, and
other humanitarian supplies—to make sure that
Iraq made good on its commitments.

Now, the better part of a decade later, Iraq
continues to shirk its clear obligations. Iraq has
no one to blame but itself—and the people of
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Iraq have no one to blame but Saddam Hus-
sein—for the position Iraq finds itself in today.
Iraq could have ended its isolation long ago

by simply complying with the will of the world.
The burden is on Iraq to get back in compliance
and meet its obligations—immediately.

Remarks at the Arts and Humanities Awards Dinner
November 5, 1998

Ladies and gentlemen, good evening. The
good news is this is the only speech you have
to listen to tonight. And I want to, first of all,
welcome all of you back to the White House.
To all of our honorees and their families and
friends who are here today, let me say, for Hil-
lary and me this is a day we look forward to
every year, but today was an especially wonder-
ful day. And as each of our honorees came
through the line tonight, they all commented
on how they felt that they were in quite good
company today, being honored, and I agree with
that.

As I see so often when it comes to maintain-
ing stability in the global economy or working
for peace in Bosnia or Kosovo or Northern Ire-
land or the Middle East, perhaps more than
any other time in our over 220-year history,
the entire world now looks to the United States
to exert responsible leadership in technological
innovation, preventing war, promoting peace,
promoting prosperity and freedom and democ-
racy.

I think it is worth asking ourselves tonight,
when the historians and novelists, the poets and
painters look back on America in the last years
of the 20th century, on the verge of a new
millennium, what will they say of that kind of
work and that kind of leadership? For clearly

the world does look to us for cultural leadership.
The influence of our books, our movies, our
music, our plays have never stopped at our bor-
ders. But now, thanks to technology, they reach
more rapidly into even the remotest corners of
the world. For example, in Bhutan, a Himalayan
country so isolated just 5,000 people actually
visit it every year, you can still find some of
this year’s most popular Hollywood blockbusters,
for better or worse. [Laughter]

Hillary’s book, ‘‘It Takes a Village,’’ has been
translated into a myriad of languages, not just
French or Spanish or German but Bulgarian,
even Kazakh. More than ever before, the world
is listening to what America has to say. As our
leading artists and intellectuals, you will have
to answer. It is a tremendous opportunity and
an enormous responsibility.

So tonight I challenge you to rise to this task
and to relish it and, through your art, your
music, your ideas, to make this time not simply
a golden age for the United States but a time
of greater understanding, enlightenment, and,
yes, enjoyment for the entire world.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Iraq’s Compliance With
United Nations Security Council Resolutions
November 5, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with the Authorization for Use of
Military Force Against Iraq Resolution (Public
Law 102–1) and as part of my effort to keep
the Congress fully informed, I am reporting on

the status of efforts to obtain Iraq’s compliance
with the resolutions adopted by the United Na-
tions Security Council (UNSC). This report cov-
ers the period from September 3 to the present.
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