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Statement on the Death of General James L. Day

November 2, 1998

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of the
death of General James L. Day, USMC (Ret).
Last January I awarded General Day our Na-
tion’s highest military honor, the Medal of
Honor, for extraordinary heroism during the bat-
tle of Okinawa in 1945.

General Day’s service did not end at Okinawa.
He distinguished himself for courage and leader-
ship in a career of service that spanned more
than four decades. From World War II to Korea
and Vietnam, he served his country with patriot-

ism, dedication, and unsurpassed bravery. Gen-
eral Day’s lifetime of achievements embodied
the words Semper Fidelis.

We will miss this true hero, whose selfless
conduct as a Marine and citizen set a shining
example for all Americans. We are grateful for
all he did to preserve the freedom that is our
most sacred gift. Our thoughts and prayers go
to his wife, Sally, his son, Jim, and the entire
Day family.

Telephone Interview With Samuel Orozco of Radio Bilingue

November 2, 1998

1998 Elections

Mr. Orozco. Is there any message you would
like to send to our listeners in Radio Bilingue,
Mr. President?

The President. Yes, Samuel, thank you very
much. The first and most important message
is to implore every person within the sound
of my voice to vote on Tuesday, November 3d.
November 3d is no ordinary election day, for
on November 3d we will decide whether, as
a nation, we focus on progress or partisanship
for the next 2 years. We will decide the direc-
tion our country will take in the new century.
And it will be determined, this election, not
only by who votes but by who does not vote.

I have worked very, very hard to focus on
matters of importance not only to Hispanics but
to all Americans. When I came into office, we
had a troubled economy, a big budget deficit,
high crime, and deep partisanship. And over
the last 6 years, the economy has improved;
the crime rate is at a 25-year low; we had the
first surplus in 29 years, the lowest percentage
of people on welfare in 29 years, the lowest
unemployment in 28 years. But we're still fight-
ing these partisan battles.

I want very much to have the opportunity
to do what America needs. I have a plan for
100,000 teachers and smaller classes and mod-
ern schools, a plan for a Patients” Bill of Rights
that guarantees the right of people in HMO’s
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to see a specialist when they need one and
to have the other medical protections they need,
a plan to raise the minimum wage, a plan to
save Social Security for the next century. We
have to do these things and so much more.

And T think everyone within the sound of
my voice understands that I and the Democrats
have been fighting for this, that the Republicans
have opposed us on these matters. So what I
want to do is to make everyone understand that
all the good things that we have done in the
last couple of years, we have done in the face
of intense opposition.

We got a big Hispanic education action plan
passed at the end of this last Congress, because
I wouldn't agree to a budget unless we put
it in there—over $500 million to reduce the
dropout rate and increase the college-going rate
among Hispanics. We got a big initiative to re-
duce the naturalization backlog to make more
citizens more quickly. We’re moving forward in
a whole range of areas.

But there is so much we will be able to do
with a few more Democrats in Congress. And
the kind of intense support that can come to-
morrow from the Hispanic community can make
a difference in California, in Illinois in the Sen-
ate race, in House races all across the United
States, in New York in the very important race
for the Senate there, many other places. So I
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