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Statement on the Death of General James L. Day
November 2, 1998

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of the
death of General James L. Day, USMC (Ret).
Last January I awarded General Day our Na-
tion’s highest military honor, the Medal of
Honor, for extraordinary heroism during the bat-
tle of Okinawa in 1945.

General Day’s service did not end at Okinawa.
He distinguished himself for courage and leader-
ship in a career of service that spanned more
than four decades. From World War II to Korea
and Vietnam, he served his country with patriot-

ism, dedication, and unsurpassed bravery. Gen-
eral Day’s lifetime of achievements embodied
the words Semper Fidelis.

We will miss this true hero, whose selfless
conduct as a Marine and citizen set a shining
example for all Americans. We are grateful for
all he did to preserve the freedom that is our
most sacred gift. Our thoughts and prayers go
to his wife, Sally, his son, Jim, and the entire
Day family.

Telephone Interview With Samuel Orozco of Radio Bilingue
November 2, 1998

1998 Elections

Mr. Orozco. Is there any message you would
like to send to our listeners in Radio Bilingue,
Mr. President?

The President. Yes, Samuel, thank you very
much. The first and most important message
is to implore every person within the sound
of my voice to vote on Tuesday, November 3d.
November 3d is no ordinary election day, for
on November 3d we will decide whether, as
a nation, we focus on progress or partisanship
for the next 2 years. We will decide the direc-
tion our country will take in the new century.
And it will be determined, this election, not
only by who votes but by who does not vote.

I have worked very, very hard to focus on
matters of importance not only to Hispanics but
to all Americans. When I came into office, we
had a troubled economy, a big budget deficit,
high crime, and deep partisanship. And over
the last 6 years, the economy has improved;
the crime rate is at a 25-year low; we had the
first surplus in 29 years, the lowest percentage
of people on welfare in 29 years, the lowest
unemployment in 28 years. But we’re still fight-
ing these partisan battles.

I want very much to have the opportunity
to do what America needs. I have a plan for
100,000 teachers and smaller classes and mod-
ern schools, a plan for a Patients’ Bill of Rights
that guarantees the right of people in HMO’s

to see a specialist when they need one and
to have the other medical protections they need,
a plan to raise the minimum wage, a plan to
save Social Security for the next century. We
have to do these things and so much more.

And I think everyone within the sound of
my voice understands that I and the Democrats
have been fighting for this, that the Republicans
have opposed us on these matters. So what I
want to do is to make everyone understand that
all the good things that we have done in the
last couple of years, we have done in the face
of intense opposition.

We got a big Hispanic education action plan
passed at the end of this last Congress, because
I wouldn’t agree to a budget unless we put
it in there—over $500 million to reduce the
dropout rate and increase the college-going rate
among Hispanics. We got a big initiative to re-
duce the naturalization backlog to make more
citizens more quickly. We’re moving forward in
a whole range of areas.

But there is so much we will be able to do
with a few more Democrats in Congress. And
the kind of intense support that can come to-
morrow from the Hispanic community can make
a difference in California, in Illinois in the Sen-
ate race, in House races all across the United
States, in New York in the very important race
for the Senate there, many other places. So I
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believe that this election may well be riding
on whether Hispanic-Americans vote.

Bilingual Education
Mr. Orozco. One issue very dear to Latino

communities in our country, Mr. President, is
bilingual education. Proposition 227, approved
here in California, seeks to eliminate bilingual
education. You have said that being able to
speak more than one language is a gift that
we all need. What role do you envision for the
Spanish language in the U.S. in the next cen-
tury, and how determined are you to stand by
bilingual education?

The President. Well, as you know, I opposed
Proposition 227 because I thought it was artifi-
cial. I do think all children, schoolchildren,
whose native language is Spanish should become
fluent in English and should be able to read,
speak, and learn in English. But I believe that
during that process, it’s important to have effec-
tive bilingual programs.

I also believe that more and more children
whose first language is not Spanish should learn
to speak Spanish. I believe that more and more
of our school districts, and perhaps even our
States, should adopt a requirement that stu-
dents, in order to get out of high school, should
have 4 years of language and should dem-
onstrate some proficiency in it. In a global econ-
omy, that would help us a lot. So I would like
to see the bilingual education matter taken out
of politics and put back into education.

The truth is that a lot of our children would
not have to spend so long in bilingual programs
if we had more well-trained bilingual education
teachers who could teach the children the sub-
jects they’re learning and help them to learn
English more quickly. And I think we ought
to focus on the problem instead of turning it
into a political football.

Immigration and Mexico-U.S. Border
Mr. Orozco. A final question, Mr. President.

You have said that immigration is not only good
for America, it is America. You have also enthu-
siastically supported the North American Free
Trade Agreement, an agreement which is sup-
posed to erase borders and bring friends to-
gether. However, the Mexico-U.S. border is be-
coming a costly, dangerous, and fortified wall.
What are you doing to create a friendlier border
with Mexico?

The President. Well, we’re trying to work with
the Mexican Government more on economic
and environmental projects and on building up
the economy on both sides of the border so
there will be less danger of drug trafficking and
more possibilities for commerce that benefit
both sides. The Mexican Government has begun
to work with us more closely to deal with
narcotrafficking, because it’s a big problem in
Mexico as well as the U.S.

But we can’t just have a negative approach.
We also have to finance more economic projects
and more environmental projects along the bor-
der and make sure the border operates more
smoothly. And that’s what I have worked hard
to do.

I think that if we can keep this global finan-
cial crisis from reaching Mexico and the rest
of Latin America, that we will see over the
next 5 years a marked improvement in our rela-
tionships with Mexico, a marked improvement
in the Mexican economy, a smaller problem with
illegal immigration, and more joint action on
drug trafficking. And that is my goal.

1998 Elections
Mr. Orozco. Mr. President, tomorrow is elec-

tion day. Many Latinos will vote for the first
time, and they make good voters. But many
hesitate because they don’t believe in polı́ticos.
They don’t believe in the promises of the politi-
cians. What message would you have as a final
message for Latino voters?

The President. Well, first of all, I think you
can look at the promises I have made to the
American people, including Latinos, over the
last 6 years, and you can look at how many
jobs have been created, how much welfare has
gone down, how much unemployment has gone
down, how much crime has gone down. You
can look at my record on immigration. You can
look at my record on appointing Hispanics to
key positions in my administration. You can look
at my record in fighting AIDS in the Hispanic
community and my record in trying to fight
for this education initiative to improve the edu-
cational prospects of young Latinos. And you
can look at my record in fighting for a fair
census that counts all Americans. So I’m not
just a politician making promises. I have a
record. I have done what I said I would do,
and it has been good for the Latino community
in America.
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And if you look ahead, basically if you want
smaller classes, more teachers, and modern
schools, and you want the National Government
to help, then you only have one choice, because
the Democrats and I are for it; the Republicans
are opposed to our initiative. If you want a
raise in the minimum wage, we’re for it, and
they’re opposed to it. If you want to protect
patients that are in managed care plans and
give them the right they need to see specialists
and to keep treatment going, we’re for it, and
they’re opposed to it. If you want to see the
surplus we have protected to save Social Secu-
rity for the elderly, long term, and to protect
the integrity of Medicare, then you should sup-
port us. If you want more done on child care
to support working families with young children,
we have an initiative; they’re opposed to it.

So I would say, based on our record and
the clear differences between parties, it is very
much worth going out to vote. And if you don’t
vote, the consequences of not voting are that
in the next 2 years the Congress will spend
their time and money the same they have in

the last year, which is basically fighting inside-
Washington political games, trying to gain polit-
ical advantage through investigations and other
things, instead of doing the people’s business.

So I would say there’s a clear case for voting
and a clear case for voting for the Democrats
for Congress and Senate tomorrow. And I hope
that everyone within the sound of my voice will
do so.

Willie Velazquez spent his life at the South-
west Voter Education Project saying ‘‘Su voto
es su voz.’’ And it’s really true, and more true
now than ever before.

Mr. Orozco. Mr. President, on behalf of Radio
Bilingue, thank you very much.

The President. Thank you very much, Samuel.
Goodbye.

NOTE: The interview began at approximately 7
p.m. The President spoke by telephone from the
Residence at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Interview With Tavis Smiley of Black Entertainment Television
November 2, 1998

Mr. Smiley. Mr. President, it’s nice to see
you. Thanks again for sitting down, talking to
us.

The President. Glad to be here.

1998 Elections
Mr. Smiley. Glad to have you. I have had

the pleasure, as you know, to sit down with
you one-on-one a few times in the past, and
so I know that asking you to make a prediction
is like wasting my time. So I’m not going to
ask you to predict anything about tomorrow’s
elections, but let me ask you, on a scale of
1 to 10, if I can, 10 being confident, 1 being
apprehensive, how do you feel about tomorrow
on this election eve?

The President. I feel both confident and ap-
prehensive. And I’ll tell you why. If you look
at it, first of all, in the House of Representatives,
there are probably 36 elections that could go
either way. And in my opinion, it will depend
overwhelmingly on the turnout. Then there are
in the Senate seven, perhaps eight, elections

that could go either way, depending on the turn-
out. Then in the Governorships, there are a
huge number of Governorships—there are 36
up, but there are probably 10 of them still very
much in play. So I think that it is really impos-
sible to know.

It’s clear to me that our message has reso-
nated with the American people, though we
have been at an enormous, enormous financial
disadvantage, the largest in my lifetime. The
Republican committees—the Senate committee,
the House committee, and the national com-
mittee raised over $100 million more than their
Democratic counterparts in these last 2 years.
And there’s been a breathtaking amount of
money spent against some of our congressional
candidates. So I just don’t know. I feel good
about it, but it depends upon who votes.

Mr. Smiley. You mentioned just a moment
ago that this may be the election where the
imbalance has been greatest with regard to
fundraising in your lifetime, Republican and
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