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the Coasts of the United States, with annex,
as extended (‘‘the 1992 Agreement’’). The
present Agreement, which was effected by an
exchange of notes in Tallinn on March 10 and
June 11, 1998, extends the 1992 Agreement to
June 30, 2000.

In light of the importance of our fisheries
relationship with the Republic of Estonia, I urge

that the Congress give favorable consideration
to this Agreement at an early date.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

October 14, 1998.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Lithuania-United States
Fishery Agreement
October 14, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Magnuson Fishery

Conservation and Management Act of 1976 (16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith an
Agreement between the Government of the
United States of America and the Government
of the Republic of Lithuania extending the
Agreement of November 12, 1992, Concerning
Fisheries Off the Coasts of the United States,
with annex, as extended (‘‘the 1992 Agree-
ment’’). The present Agreement, which was ef-
fected by an exchange of notes in Washington

on April 20, September 16 and September 17,
1998, extends the 1992 Agreement to December
31, 2001.

In light of the importance of our fisheries
relationship with the Republic of Lithuania, I
urge that the Congress give favorable consider-
ation to this Agreement at an early date.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 14, 1998.

Remarks Following Discussions With Israeli and Palestinian Leaders and
an Exchange With Reporters
October 15, 1998

Middle East Peace Process

The President. Good morning. I am pleased
to welcome Prime Minister Netanyahu, Chair-
man Arafat, and their delegations.

For 17 months, the Middle East peace proc-
ess has been stalled, placing in jeopardy all that
Israelis and Palestinians have achieved together
since the Oslo accords. This week’s talk at Wye
River offered the chance for the parties to break
the logjam and finally take the next essential
steps for peace in the Middle East. We must
remember as we come together again that in
the end, peace is more than a process. It is,
in the end, a destination. These two leaders
have the power to lead their people to peace.

As I said to Prime Minister Netanyahu and
Chairman Arafat only a few moments ago, I
believe there are certain realities that underlie
these negotiations. First, Israelis and Palestinians
are neighbors, and what they must do, they must
do together, or it will not be done at all. Second,
mutual respect and understanding is required
for any meaningful and enduring agreement.
Otherwise, there can be no honorable, prin-
cipled compromise.

As in any difficult problem, neither side can
expect to win 100 percent of every point. But
concessions that seem hard now will seem far
less important in the light of an accord that
moves Israelis and Palestinians closer to lasting
peace, closer to a day when the people of Israel
can have the safety and security they have been
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denied for too long, closer to the day when
Palestinian people can realize their aspirations
to be free and secure and able to shape their
own political and economic destiny.

There remain enemies of this peace, extrem-
ists on both sides who feel threatened by the
peace and will be tempted once again to kill
it with violence. We can defeat that kind of
threat by building a genuine Israeli-Palestinian
partnership that will stand the test of time.

Too much time has already been lost. The
issues on the table at Wye River are very impor-
tant, and more difficult issues lie ahead in the
implementation of any agreement the parties
may reach and in the permanent status talks
for a just and lasting peace in the region.

Secretary Albright and the Vice President and
I and our entire team will do everything we
can to make peace possible, at Wye River and
beyond. But in the end, it is up to the leaders
standing with me today, to their courage, their
vision, their determination, and a shared under-
standing that the future has to be a shared in
peace.

I hope you and my fellow Americans and
the world will wish them, and all of us, well
in these next few days.

Thank you very much.
Q. Mr. President, can a Palestinian state be

achieved by 1999?
The President. Let me say—I know there are

many questions—we have discussed this. There
is so much work to be done, and all three of
us have determined that we should not at this
moment take questions but that we should get
about the business at hand. And as we make
progress, and if we’ve got something really good
to say to you, then there’ll be plenty of time
for a lot of questions and answers. But for right
now, we think it’s time to go to work.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:16 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House, following dis-
cussions with Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu of Israel and Chairman Yasser Arafat
of the Palestinian Authority.

Remarks at the White House Conference on School Safety
October 15, 1998

The President. Thank you. Your kindness is
interfering with my determination to stay on
schedule. [Laughter] But thank you very much.
I want to thank Secretary Riley and Attorney
General Reno for their devotion and consistent
work on this matter. I thank the Vice President.
He and Hillary and I are delighted to have
all of you here at the White House today, and
the many, many people all across America who
are joining us, thanks to the technological revo-
lution.

I thank the Members of Congress who are
here. And Governor, thank you for coming, and
the mayors and the other members of the ad-
ministration, and all the distinguished citizens
who are here. Our good friend Edward James
Olmos, thank you for being here.

I saw a survey, a public opinion survey, a
few months ago that asked the American people
what they thought the most important story of
the first 6 months of 1998 was, and dwarfing
everything else was the concern our people had

for the children who were killed in their schools.
And I think that your presence here and the
number of people who are involved all across
America, the quality of the panelists and, in-
deed, the courage of many of them—the mother
of one of the children killed at Jonesboro, Ar-
kansas, in my home State, was on the morning
panel with Hillary—this is truly a moving thing.
And it’s a very important thing for our country.

You know, when I leave here—and I hope
I don’t have to leave before this panel is over,
but I think all of you know that we have been
able to put together a conference for several
days, a meeting between the Prime Minister
of Israel and the Chairman of the PLO in our
attempts to make the next big step toward peace
in the Middle East. And I got to thinking about
it on the way over here today, as I was walking
over from the Oval Office, and all the things
I’m trying to get these people to lay down and
get over and give up, so they can go on with
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