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Ruttenstorfer, Chairman of the Board of Gov-
ernors, IMF; Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom; President Slobodan Milosevic
of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro); and Special Envoy Richard C.

Statement on Agriculture Legislation
October 6, 1998

I am disappointed that today’s Senate vote
on the agriculture bill failed to provide adequate
emergency aid for farmers in this country who
are suffering from the worst agricultural crisis
in a decade. While this agriculture bill provides
some help for farmers, it simply does not do
enough.

This year flood, drought, and crop disease
have wiped out entire harvests. Plummeting
prices at home and collapsing markets in Asia
have threatened the livelihoods of entire com-
munities. Many farmers will see their net in-
come this year drop by as much as 40 percent
below a 5-year average.

It is time for us to take action that will make
significant progress in alleviating the hardship
in America’s heartland. I continue to support
Senator Daschle and Harkin’s proposal to pro-
vide approximately $5 billion dollars in aid while

Holbrooke, the President’s nominee to be U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations. The President
also referred to the International Labor Organiza-
tion (ILO) and the Overseas Private Investment
Corporation (OPIC).

establishing a system of payments that allows
flexibility if commodity prices drop even further.
I call on Congress to send me a comprehensive
plan that protects farmers by strengthening the
safety net at this difficult time. In addition, I
urge Congress to support my own emergency
aid proposal for $2.3 billion that originated with
Senators Conrad and Dorgan to provide farmers
with additional insurance and indemnity pay-
ments for crop loss.

This total package of aid would make a signifi-
cant contribution to helping this Nation’s farm-
ers cope with the current agricultural crisis. I
urge Congress to be fully responsive to their
needs. If Congress insists on sending me an
agricultural bill that fails to respond fully to
the needs of America’s farmers, then I will have
no choice but to veto the bill.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Viktor Orban of
Hungary and an Exchange With Reporters

October 7, 1998

President Clinton. Let me say, first of all,
I am delighted to welcome Prime Minister
Orban and his representatives of his government
to Washington. We are very, very excited about
what is going on in Hungary, excited about his
youthful and vigorous and progressive leader-
ship.

Today we are going to talk about the date
that’s coming up that Hungary is joining
NATO—it will be an historic date—and what
we have to do between now and then. I want
to talk about the importance of the stability of
the region, about maintaining our commitments
in Bosnia, where, I might say, we would not

have been able to be successful had it not been
for the Hungarians making available the base
at Taszar for us to operate out of.

And thirdly, of course, we want to talk about
Kosovo. And let me say again that I believe
it is absolutely imperative that there be a cease-
fire, a withdrawal of troops, that the humani-
tarian groups get access to these hundreds of
thousands of people who have been displaced,
and that negotiations resume. Those are the
United Nations’ conditions. I believe NATO
must be prepared to take action if they are
not met. But it will not be necessary if Mr.
Milosevic does meet them.
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