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To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith the Annual Report of the
Railroad Retirement Board for Fiscal Year 1997,
pursuant to the provisions of section 7(b)(6) of

the Railroad Retirement Act and section 12(1)
of the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act.

WIiLLIAM ]. CLINTON

The White House,
September 28, 1998.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Dinner for

Senator Barbara Boxer
September 28, 1998

First of all, I want to thank Smith and Eliza-
beth. I'm going to have to start paying a portion
of the property tax on this home if I come
here many more times this year. [Laughter] It's
such a beautiful place; it’s a happy place. The
children are always around, which makes it more
happy. It also reminds us what these elections
are really all about.

The story Barbara told is true. I called her
one night to see how she was doing and ask
her about the campaign, make sure she had
a theory of the case. [Laughter] And I offered
to do something here in Washington.

Hillary was just in Washington and Oregon
States and then came into northern California,
where Barbara had a great event with Hillary’s
mom and Tony. Hillary said it was wonderful.
Then we had a good night in Los Angeles on
Saturday night.

I just got back from Chicago and making
three stops in California and two in Texas. And
I believe that we have an unusual opportunity
in this election, and one that is unprecedented.
But I want you to know why I'm glad you're
here and why I'll be brief, because I want to
go in there—you'd rather watch a movie than
hear a speech, especially if the movie is only
a minute long. [Laughter]

But I'd like to talk to you a little bit about
this. In the—normally, the party of the Presi-
dent in Congress loses, not gains, seats at mid-
term. It is more than normal; it is virtually an
unbroken record in the second term of the
President. But we have things which are dif-
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ferent now. For one thing, we have an agenda
which is dominating the national debate, and
our adversaries really don’t have one. And inso-
far as they do, I think we get the better of
the debate. A lot of people were worried about
the adversity of the present moment for me
and our family and our administration. But I
have never believed, in political life, adversity
was a big problem. I still believe the biggest
problem for us is not adversity but compla-
cency—and maybe cynicism, people saying, “I
don’t like this, so therefore, I won't participate.”
People should say, if they don’t like it, “There-
fore, I will participate.”

But all over the country, now, I get these
surveys showing our candidates and how they’re
doing. And itll say, among registered voters,
the Democrats have a healthy lead; among cer-
tain voters in a midterm election, the Democrat
is a point or two behind. What does that tell
you? Well, the kind of people that vote for
us have to go to more trouble to vote. We
have more low income working people, people
that struggle with the burdens of child care and
transportation and maybe ride to work on a bus
everyday—you know, where it's a hassle. And
when there’s a Presidential election, they show
up, because they know they’re supposed to vote
for President. And oftentimes in midterms, they
don’t show up, which puts us at a significant
disadvantage.

Therefore, I will say again, adversity is our
friend in the sense that at least everyone is
now thinking about the political debate. I'd do
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