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and data. They stressed the need to encourage
technical cooperation and scientific research in
the fields of water; agricultural standards, regu-
lations and policies; and specification and meas-
urements.

The two sides stressed the importance of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the world oil mar-

ket, and the United States reiterated its recogni-
tion of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as a secure
and reliable supplier of energy resources, espe-
cially to the United States.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner in San Jose,

California
September 25, 1998

Thank you. Thank you, John. I sort of hate
to speak after that. [Laughter] He made a better
case than I could have made for myself. I thank
you. And I want to thank Mayor Susan Hammer
for her friendship and her leadership of this
great city.

I'm delighted to be back here again—or in
the new Tech, and I do hope that because of
this event tonight, youll receive even wider pub-
licity and you’ll have throngs of children coming
here, learning all the things that they need to
see about their own future. [Applause] Thank
you very much.

I want to thank all of you for being here
tonight. Some of you are probably in danger
of overexposure. There are several people here
who were with Hillary last night in Seattle.
[Laughter] And you've already heard the better
of the two speeches, I can tell you that. [Laugh-
ter]

We've been working—I was in Chicago today,
and she was in Portland and Seattle last night,
and were going to, as you know, spend the
night with our daughter tonight. And then I'm
going on to San Diego tomorrow and then to
Texas and then back to Washington. But I can’t
thank you enough, all of you, for the many kind
things that you said, as I was going around be-
fore the dinner, about my family and what we’re
dealing with. And I just want to thank you on
a very personal basis. Even Presidents have to
be people from time to time, and you made
me feel like one tonight, and I thank you very
much.

I also want to thank you for giving me a
way to work with this community. When I came
out here with Al Gore and we were working
in 1992, I felt that it was imperative that we

establish a strong relationship with the people
and the companies of this area for what we
could do together to rebuild the American econ-
omy and then to build an American future that
is worthy of our people. And you mentioned
a few of those issues, but it’s just the last list
of issues. We've worked on a lot of things over
the last 6 years, things that I never would have
known very much about, and that most Presi-
dents probably wouldn’t, had it not been for
your input and your consistent involvement and
even sometimes your stimulating argument. And
I thank you for that.

I don’t know that that was the greatest en-
dorsement my Vice President could ever get,
what John said. [Laughter] But it’s not all bad.
I do want to say something about him. I thank
you for working with him. As you all know,
one of the reasons I asked him to become my
Vice Presidential partner is that he had a back-
ground in technology issues far superior to mine
and a consuming interest in it. And all of you
have fed it and broadened it, and I'm very grate-
ful to you.

I think that when the historians write about
this administration, they may differ on whether
our economic or social policies were right or
wrong, but one thing is absolutely beyond ques-
tion, and that is that the Vice President has
had more influence on more important issues
in more areas than any person in the history
of this country that ever held that job. And
he’s made it possible for us to do a lot of the
things that we've done, and I'm very grateful
to him.

Now, if I could just run over—you mentioned
a couple of things. We have worked out the
so-called H-1B visa issue. It will be coming
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to my desk soon. And it was done in a way
that’s really good for everybody in America, be-
cause in addition to permitting more visas of
high-skilled people to come into our country
and strengthen us, it also provides a lot more
funds to train our own people, to upgrade their
skills. So it's a good, good bill. It has the best
of both worlds.

The securities reform legislation is now in
conference, and they’re arguing only over some
legislative intent language that those of you who
are working the issue are very familiar with.
But I think we’ll be successful there. I think
we've reached a broad agreement on encryption
policy, and now you just have to make sure
you work with us on the implementation of it
so that the rules don’t contradict the policy but
instead reinforce them. And I think we can do
that.

There’s legislation to implement the world in-
tellectual property agreements to which we are
a part, and there’s some problems there, but
I think that on balance it does a lot of good.
And I hope you'll help us get it right and get
it through. The bill which keeps the Internet
from being interrupted for a period of time by
various kind of local taxes is making its way
through the Senate, and there are some extra-
neous issues that are having an impact on it,
but those of you who are working it understand
that, and I remain committed to it. And I think
we can be successful there. And I think it’s
very, very important.

One other thing I'd like to just say to you
is, a lot of you are very concerned, as you should
be, for your own markets, with the situation
in Asia. And I am working very, very hard to
help those countries regroup, to restore growth,
and to limit the reach of the contagion. I believe
we're doing about all we can do at this time,
but we need some support, and I'll say more
about that in a minute.

Now, I mention these issues partly to make
a specific point to Silicon Valley, but partly to
make a more general point. Today I was at
Moffett Air Force Base, and we had an open
arrival. And typically, when we do this, a couple
hundred people will show up that are associated
some way or another with the base facility.
There were about 600 people there today, and
they were all different kinds of people talking
about very specific things about their lives,
things that had changed—the schools their kids
were in, the family and medical leave law, or
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other things that we had all been involved in
together.

I entered public life because I thought it
would give me an opportunity to work with peo-
ple to help them make the most of their lives.
I believe that Washington would serve America
better if we worried more about the people
that lived outside Washington than where people
stood on the totem pole inside Washington. And
I think you believe that, too. And that’s what
I ask you to think about tonight.

I'll be very brief. I want to mention to you
what I think are the central questions facing
the country in this election season which is un-
folding rapidly now, and then what I think are
some of the central questions facing this country
over the next 20 years, because I ask you to
begin thinking about it. We were talking about
it at one of the tables tonight. And this commu-
nity has got to continue to be involved in Amer-
ica to help us raise our imaginations and raise
our visions toward these long-term issues as
well.

I tell all my fellow Democrats that, contrary
to what you might think, the great enemy of
our cause in this election is not adversity; it
is, instead, complacency. Because oftentimes,
when people are doing well and things are doing
well and they have a high level of comfort and
confidence, particularly if they come through a
very wrenching time—and our country came
through a pretty wrenching time in the late
eighties and early nineties, indeed throughout
the decade of the eighties—the tendency is to
say, “We'd like to relax a little bit. We're tired.
Things are good for us now. We just want to
not think about this.” In this case, “this” is poli-
tics right now.

You live in a world that never permits that,
because it’s changing so fast. One thing I'd like
to ask you to do is to think about how you
can communicate that sense of urgency to the
rest of your fellow Americans. And that’s what
I hope to do here tonight, because even though
people may not understand it in the way you
do if you're struggling to develop a new product,
a new service, keep up with some new dis-
covery, the truth is that everyone else’s life is
more dynamic than most people realize as well.

And while I am profoundly grateful that we
have the lowest unemployment rate in 28 years
and the lowest crime rate in 25 years and the
smallest percentage of people on welfare in 29
years, and next week the first balanced budget
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and surplus in 29 years, and the highest home-
ownership in history, and we just learned yester-
day the lowest African-American poverty rate
ever recorded, the biggest increase in wages in
20 years—I'm grateful for all that—the truth
is that this is a dynamic world. And so the
right thing to do is not to rest on that but
to build on it, to ask ourselves, “Okay, what
else needs to be done?”

Now, in this election season, I think there
are the following major issues that, to me, are
very important. We had a big vote on one in
the House today. There are some who say,
“Well, were going to have a surplus for the
first time in 29 years, and it’s just a few weeks
from the election, so let’s have a tax cut.” And
even though I'm not a candidate anymore and
won’t be running for anything anymore, I under-
stand the appeal of that, but I think it's dead
wrong. For one thing, I'd just like to see the
red ink turn to black and dry before we start
spending again. [Laughter] I've been working
for this for 6 years. I'd just like to see it dry,
you know? [Laughter]

And in a more serious way, in this world
financial situation we have been a pillar of sta-
bility and strength and responsibility, and we
need to communicate that to people. And I
know it’s popular to offer a tax cut right here
before an election, but in this case it would
be wrong.

And there’s another reason it’s wrong. It's
wrong because we finally have, I believe, a bi-
partisan consensus for making modifications in
the Social Security system that will enable us
to preserve it when the baby boomers retire
and, at present rates, at least, there will only
be two people working for every one person
drawing. And I can just tell you the baby
boomers are—and a lot of you are too young
to be one—llaughterl—but, basically, the baby
boom generation is everybody between the ages
of 52 and 34. And when that group—only the
present group in school is bigger than the baby
boom generation. And when that group retires,
unless we act now in a modest, measured, dis-
ciplined way—and if we don’t do anything until
the time comes to face it, and with every year
it will become a more severe decision because
you'll be closer in time to it—we’ll have the
decision of either cutting benefits for seniors
so much that we'll erode the safety net, which
today accounts for 48 percent of the people
on Social Security being lifted out of poverty—

that is, they would be in poverty were it not
for Social Security.

Or, in the alternative, we’ll decide we can’t
bear that, and we’ll raise taxes dramatically to
maintain the old system, in which case we will
undermine the standard of living of our children
and grandchildren, which would be equally
wrong. And that’s not necessary. But in order
to avoid it, we have to make an election-year
decision and tell the American people the truth,
that we ought to do something for the next
30 years and not for the next 30 days, and
save Social Security before we entertain a tax
cut out of this surplus. I think it is very impor-
tant.

The second issue: If we want to continue
to lead the world economy, we at least have
to pay our way. For 8 months now, I've been
trying to get the Congress to approve our con-
tribution to the International Monetary Fund.
Now, it's not perfect, and the IMF is having
to make adjustments, too, to recognize the new
realities of the global economy. But it is the
most important instrument for helping countries,
first of all, reform as they should, and then
if they do, get back on their feet; and, secondly,
for helping us limit the contagion that is now
gripping so many Asian economies from bleed-
ing over into Latin America, for example, our
fastest growing market as a country, and into
countries that have done a good job in managing
their own economies. I think it is absolutely
imperative.

And it’s pretty hard to make an issue this,
normally, esoteric, an issue in an election year.
But I'm telling you, if we dont exercise our
responsibility to try to stabilize the global econ-
omy, as Alan Greenspan said the other day, we
cannot forever be an island of prosperity in a
sea of dislocation. We have got to do this, and
I feel very strongly about it.

The third thing that I think is very important
is that the education agenda be continually
pushed forward. Eight months ago I put before
the Congress an education program based on
the best research about what is working in our
schools. Among other things in the balanced
budget, not spending the surplus, it would pro-
vide funds for another 100,000 teachers to be
hired to take average class size down to 18 in
the early grades. It would provide a tax incentive
program to rebuild, remodel, or build 5,000
schools at a time when it’s a big problem. It
has the funds to continue our part of hooking
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up all the classrooms to the Internet by the
year 2000. It has funds for another, over a sev-
eral year period, 3,000 charter schools—and
thank you, Reed Hastings, for all the work
youve done here in California. California is
leading the way, thank you very much.

And a lot of other things that are very, very
important, including paying the college expenses
of 35,000 young people who can then pay their
college expenses off by going into inner-city
areas and other areas of teacher shortage and
teaching for a few years to pay their expenses
off. It contains the best examples of the most
reform-oriented, big-city school system in the
country, which I visited again today, I think
for the sixth time, in Chicago, where they have
ended social promotion. And underperforming
students in what used to be thought of as the
worst big-city school system in the country—
I went to a school district today where 100
percent of the kids live in Cabrini-Green, one
of the most economically challenged housing
projects in America. They have doubled their
reading scores and tripled their math scores in
4 years.

And there is no social promotion, but they
don’t just throw the kids out. Every child that
doesn’t perform has to go to summer school.
And they have after-school tutoring programs,
so that now the summer school program in Chi-
cago is the sixth biggest school district in Amer-
ica—the summer school. Over 40,000 children
get 3 square meals a day there. But learning
is beginning to occur because they have stand-
ards and accountability, but support. They don’t
treat children who don’t perform as failures;
they treat them as people who need more sup-
port and more help. And I think that’s impor-
tant.

So we need to save Social Security. We need
to fund the IMF. We need to pass the education
program. Two other things I want to mention.
I have worked very hard for the last 6 years,
along with the Vice President, to persuade the
American people that we can improve the envi-
ronment and grow the economy. And compared
to 6 years ago, the air is cleaner; the water
is cleaner; the food is safer; lots of toxic waste
dumps have been cleaned up. But there are
still people who just don’t believe it. And we're
having a huge environmental fight up there, and
protecting these environmental initiatives is very
important.
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Finally, I strongly believe that Congress ought
to pass a uniform Patients” Bill of Rights for
the country. And there may even be some dis-
agreement about that in this audience, but I'd
just like to tell you what my experience is here.
There are 160 million Americans in managed
care plans. Forty-three big managed care com-
panies are supporting this legislation. Why? Be-
cause they provide these protections, and they
know that they’re being punished in the market-
place for doing what they believe is right.

Now, a lot of you are employers, and you're
concerned about controlling costs, but let me
just tell you some of the things that are actually
happening in America today. In big cities, if
somebody walks outside a hotel and gets hit
by a car, depending on what the coverage of
the plan is, they might drive past three hospitals
to get to an emergency room covered by the
plan, instead of going to the nearest emergency
room. There are places where, even if your doc-
tor recommends you see a specialist and says,
“I'm sorry. I can’t do this,” they still can’t get
to see a specialist until they go through three
or four layers of approval.

Many times all these horror stories you hear
about people being denied care are not quite
accurate. Actually, almost always, or more than
half the time, the managed care company does
approve the procedure, but the delays are so
great that it’s too late to do the right thing.

Another big problem for small businesses is,
when the employer changes providers, very
often immediately all the employees are affected
by it. Now, that sounds reasonable. Except if
you're pregnant, and you're 6 months pregnant,
you shouldn’t have to give up your obstetrician
for months 7, 8, and 9. If youre in the middle
of a chemotherapy treatment, you shouldn’t have
to give it up in the middle of the treatment.
That's what this bill does. And it also protects
the privacy of medical records, which I think
is very, very important.

So I think this Patients” Bill of Rights is the
right thing to do for the country, and I hope
it will pass. Those are the big issues, to me,
that we ought to be fighting for.

Now, in the election, the voters will have a
clear choice. Do they want this kind of progress,
or do they want partisanship? Do they want
this to focus on people, or do they want this
to focus on politics? And you can help us.

Now, if you look at the long run—let me
just mention something very briefly, just a few
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things that I wish you'd begin to think about.
How are we going to change Social Security
and Medicare so that we legitimately care for
the elderly without bankrupting their children
and grandchildren? What are we going to do?
We'll be making those decisions—I hope and
pray—in the first 6 months of next year. How
are we going to do this? The Medicare Commis-
sion will complete its report, and we will com-
plete our year-long work on Social Security in
December.

The second question: What else do we need
to do in education, to really provide world-class
education, K through 12, in America? Everybody
knows we've got the best system of higher edu-
cation in the world; how are we going to give
every child, without regard to their cir-
cumstances in life, that opportunity?

Third question: How can we convince people
that the problem of climate change is real and
the biggest long-term environmental challenge—
closely related, especially in California, to the
problem of ocean degradation, which is fast be-
coming a global problem? And how can you
here, who know it to be true, convince people
that there is no longer an iron link between
old-fashioned, industrial-era energy usage and
economic growth? Because, make no mistake
about it, that, in the end, is what is holding
back our advances in the environment. Most
people who are in decisionmaking capacities
honestly believe you can’t grow an economy un-
less you use energy in the way we've been using
it for the last 50 years, and unless you use
more of the same kind. You can help; you can
make a huge difference there.

Fourthly, what are we going to do over the
long run—and it has to be done fairly soon—
to modify the world financial system and the
world trading system so it works for ordinary
people and it limits these huge boom/bust cycles
without interrupting the free flow of capital?
I am very worried that in country after country
after country, if you have year after year after
year of falling living standards, that people will
fall out of love with free markets and free gov-
ernments. It’s only been the last 3 or 4 or 5
years that, for the first time in all human history,
more people are living under governments that
they chose themselves than dictatorships of one
kind or another. This is a precious gift, this
gift of freedom, but we have to prove that it
will work for ordinary people. And the United
States has to take the lead in that.

And all of you have a huge stake in it—
a huge stake in it. Everything you want to do
with the Internet rests on the premise that peo-
ple will get freer and freer and freer, and that
it is a very good thing. And you know I believe
that. So we have got to deal with that.

And finally, I just ask you to help me—I
got the last report of the President’s Initiative
on Race last week, and I've got this on my
mind, too. If you think about what I do in
foreign policy as your representative—we’re
worried about Kosovo today. What is Kosovo?
It’s an ethnic conflict between Serbs and Alba-
nian Muslims. What is going on in the Middle
East? It's an ethnic and religious conflict. I'm
going to do a lot of work on that next week.
What is the conflict—that we're celebrating, 1
hope, the final end of—in Northern Ireland?
It’s a religious conflict.

You may have been reading—a few years ago
we had this horrible war in Rwanda, where over
three-quarters of a million people were killed
in a tribal conflict. And now in the Congo there
are five different countries intervening in their
conflict there, and part of it is the settling of
old scores among tribal conflicts.

Now, here in Silicon Valley, you see people
from all over the world, from all different racial
and ethnic groups and religious and cultural
backgrounds, finding a way to work together
to make common cause. And over the long run
it may be our ability to prove that we can pre-
serve and advance the American system and give
deeper meaning to the Constitution of the
United States as we grow more diverse, than
anything else, that will permit us to be a power-
ful force for good in the 21st century.

And so I say to you, I hope you'll keep work-
ing on that, and I hope you'll keep lifting that
up, because I see deep in the heart of people
all over the world this almost compulsive drive
to define themselves in negative terms, in the
fact that their life has meaning because they
are not the “other,” whatever the “other” is.
And just the way you do things here is a con-
stant, daily rebuke to that. And that’s what
America has to do. We have to prove that we
are bringing out the best in each other if we
hope to be a positive force in bringing out the
best in people throughout the world.

Finally, let me just say, 1 believe that the
best days of this country are still ahead of us.
And I believe that we have been given a pre-
cious gift, but an enormous responsibility. The
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real question before us is, now that we have
all this prosperity, now that we have all this
confidence, now that we have this dominant po-
sition in the world, what are we going to make
of this moment? Are we going to relax? Are
we going to feed on each other? Are we going
to care for each other and build a better tomor-
row? I think I know what your answer is, and

The President’s Radio Address
September 26, 1998

Good morning. As everyone knows, cancer
can be the cruelest of fates—it strikes nearly
every family. It struck mine; I lost my mother
to cancer.

Losses like these are the reasons why tens
of thousands of Americans are coming together
today on the National Mall in Washington, DC,
with one common purpose: to focus our entire
Nation’s attention on cancer. Gathering today
are patients and survivors, families and friends,
doctors, and Americans from all walks of life.
The Vice President, who’s been a real leader
in our administration’s struggle against cancer,
will join their ranks and will speak about the
specific steps we're taking to win the fight.

This morning I want to talk to you about
our overall vision of cancer care and research
as we approach the 21st century. This is a time
of striking progress, stunning breakthroughs.
With unyielding speed, scientists are mapping
the very blueprint of human life, and expecta-
tions of the human genome project are being
exceeded by the day. We are closing in on the
genetic causes of breast cancer, colon cancer,
and prostate cancer. New tools for screening
and diagnosis are returning to many patients
the promise of a long and healthy life. It’s no
wonder scientists say we are turning the corner
in the fight against cancer.

For 6 years now, our administration has made
a top priority of conquering this terrible disease.
We've helped cancer patients to keep health
coverage when they changed jobs. We've accel-
erated the approval of cancer drugs while main-
taining safe standards. We've increased funding
for cancer research and, as part of our balanced
budget, strengthened Medicare to make the
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I want you to help me make that America’s
answer.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:55 p.m. at the
Tech Museum of Innovation. In his remarks, he
referred to dinner host John Doerr; Mayor Susan
Hammer of San Jose; and Reed Hastings, chief
executive officer, Technology Network.

screening, prevention, and detection of cancer
more available and more affordable.

Still, we know that we must never stop
searching for the best means of prevention, the
most accurate diagnostic tools, the most effective
and humane treatments, and someday soon, a
cure. To that end, there are several steps we
must take.

First, to build on our remarkable progress,
I proposed an unprecedented, multiyear in-
crease in funding for cancer research. As studies
proceed, we must remember that patients, as
much as scientists, have a critical perspective
to add to any research program. That’s why I'm
announcing that all Federal cancer research pro-
grams will, by next year, fully integrate patients
and advocates into the process of setting re-
search priorities.

Next, as we continue to unravel the genetic
secrets of cancer, we must apply that knowledge
to the detection of the disease. I am therefore
issuing a challenge to the scientific community
to develop, by the year 2000, new diagnostic
techniques for every major kind of cancer so
we catch it at its earliest and often most treat-
able stage.

Also, we should give more patients access to
cutting-edge clinical trials so they and research-
ers can get faster results. That's why I'm direct-
ing the National Cancer Institute to speed de-
velopment of national clinical trials systems—
a simple, accessible resource for health care pro-
viders and patients across our Nation. I'm also
urging Congress to pass my proposal to cover
the cost of those trials for Medicare beneficiaries
who need them most.
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