AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Sept. 21

we affirm our belief in the primacy of the Uni-
versal Declaration on Human Rights, and there-
fore, that together we say terror is not a way
to tomorrow; it is only a throwback to yesterday.
And together—together—we can meet it and
overcome its threats, its injuries, and its fears
with confidence.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:13 a.m. in the
Assembly Hall at the United Nations. In his re-
marks, he referred to U.N. General Assembly
President Didier Opertti and U.N. Secretary-
General Kofi Annan.
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Mr. Secretary-General, members of the Secre-
tariat, President Opertti, fellow leaders, first let
me thank the Secretary-General for his remarks
and for his leadership and echo his remarks.

Franklin Roosevelt coined the term “United
Nations.” I think we all agree that we are more
and more united with every passing year. We
are more and more against the same things,
but even more important, we are more and
more for the same things. The United States
has been a great beneficiary of the United Na-
tions, and we honor the location of the United
Nations here and the chance to be partners
with all of you.

I would like to say just one particular word
about the Secretary-General. I believe he has
truly been the right leader for this time. In
the United States we are ending the baseball
season in our country, and here in New York
there was once a great baseball figure named
Leo Durocher whose most famous saying was

“Nice guys finish last.” Kofi Annan proves that
Leo Durocher was wrong. He has proceeded
with great kindness and decency. He has proved
to all of us that change is possible and that,
in his words, one can dare to make a difference.
He has stood for human rights and peace. He
has demonstrated both strength and courage and
humility and infinite patience.

I thank him for embodying the best of what
we all hope the world can become, for his lead-
ership, for reform, for putting a good team in
place, for lifting the morale of the people who
work here on all our behalf. And I ask all of
you to join me in a toast to the Secretary-Gen-
eral and the staff of the United Nations.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. in the
North Delegates Lounge. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to U.N. General Assembly President Didier
Opertti.
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President Clinton. Thank you very much,
John. I would like to thank you and the NYU
School of Law, the Progressive Policy Institute,
the World Policy Institute, and the New School
University—all of you—for your support of this
endeavor. And especially, we want to thank
NYU Law School for hosting this.

I'd like to thank Hillary and the people on
her staff and others who worked with you to
conceive and execute this remarkable meeting.

I want to thank all the participants here on
the previous panels. I have gotten a report about
what you've said, and I will try not to be repet-
itive. I would also like to thank Prime Minister
Blair, Prime Minister Prodi, President Stoyanov
for being here and sharing this couple of hours
with me. I want you to have the maximum
amount of time to hear from them.

If you listened to the people in the earlier
panels today, you know kind of how this so-
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