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4059, I wish to reiterate an understanding, ex-
pressed by Presidents Reagan and Bush when
they signed Military Construction Appropriations
Acts containing a similar provision, that this sec-
tion encompasses only exercises for which pro-
viding 30 days advance notice is feasible and
consistent with my constitutional authority and
duty to protect the national security.

I urge the Congress to complete action on
the remaining FY 1999 appropriations bills as

quickly as possible, and to send them to me
in acceptable form.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 20, 1998.

NOTE: H.R. 4059, approved September 20, was
assigned Public Law No. 105–237.

Statement on Fiscal Year 1999 Appropriations Legislation
September 20, 1998

Today I signed the Military Construction Ap-
propriations Act, an important step for the well-
being of our men and women in uniform and
their families.

This is an example of what we can achieve
when we work together—Congress and the
President, Republicans and Democrats—for the
public good. Unfortunately, with less than 2
weeks to go before the beginning of the new
fiscal year, Congress has yet to pass a budget.
In fact, Congress has finished work on only one
of 13 appropriations bills—bills that are nec-
essary to keep the Government running and to
advance the interests of the American people.

I am pleased that the Senate has taken steps
to support the priorities laid out in my budget.
But on key investments to improve education,
provide affordable child care, expand health care

coverage, protect our environment, and stabilize
the international economy, the House of Rep-
resentatives is moving in the wrong direction.
For example, the House is preparing to deny
funding for smaller classes, after-school pro-
grams, technology in the classroom, and summer
job programs. At the same time, some law-
makers have attached controversial and unre-
lated provisions guaranteed to mire these bills
in unnecessary delay.

The new fiscal year begins on October 1. It
is time for Congress to put progress ahead of
partisanship and focus on the urgent challenges
facing the American people.

NOTE: H.R. 4059, the Military Construction Ap-
propriations Act, 1999, approved September 20,
was assigned Public Law No. 105–237.

Remarks to the 53d Session of the United Nations General Assembly in
New York City
September 21, 1998

Thank you very much. Mr. President, Mr.
Secretary-General, the delegates of this 53d ses-
sion of the General Assembly, let me begin by
thanking you for your very kind and generous
welcome and by noting that at the opening of
this General Assembly the world has much to
celebrate.

Peace has come to Northern Ireland after 29
long years. Bosnia has just held its freest elec-
tions ever. The United Nations is actively medi-

ating crises before they explode into war all
around the world. And today, more people de-
termine their own destiny than at any previous
moment in history.

We celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights with those
rights more widely embraced than ever before.
On every continent, people are leading lives of
integrity and self-respect, and a great deal of
credit for that belongs to the United Nations.
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