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seen in Rwanda, the Middle East, Northern Ire-
land, Bosnia, Kosovo—you name it—it will be
incumbent upon the United States to be a force
for tolerance and racial reconciliation for the
foreseeable future.

So this is just simply a phase of this work
that is coming to an end, and I think you should
see it as a springboard, both in the rec-
ommendations the advisory commission will
make and in the document that I will put out
after that.

Q. So could there be a council on race?

President Clinton. I understand they may rec-
ommend that, and if they do, of course, I will
take it very seriously.

President Havel. One of my whole life per-
sonal ideals is ideal of a civic society. I must
tell you that America—and America especially
in time of President Clinton, because this is
the America I know the best—is for my work,
for my support of civic society, a big inspiration.

Thank you.

President Clinton. Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President’s 164th news conference
began at 3:13 p.m. in the Dean Acheson Audito-
rium at the State Department. During the later
portion of the news conference, President Havel
spoke in Czech, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter. In his remarks, President Clin-
ton referred to Minister of Foreign Affairs Jan
Kavan, Minister of Defense Vladimir Vetchy, and
Prime Minister Milos Zeman of the Czech Repub-
lic; Josef Tosovsky, Chairman, Czech National
Bank; President Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico; Presi-
dent Fernando Henrique Cardoso of Brazil;
Prime Minister Jean Chretien of Canada; Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac of France; Christopher R.
Hill, U.S. Ambassador to the Former Yugoslav Re-
public of Macedonia; and President Slobodan
Milosevic of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro). President Havel re-
ferred to St. Louis Cardinals first baseman Mark
McGwire and Chicago Cubs outfielder Sammy
Sosa, who broke Major League Baseball’s single-
season home run record. Reporters referred to
former White House intern Monica S. Lewinsky.
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The President. Good evening, ladies and gen-
tlemen, President Havel, Mrs. Havlova, friends
from the Czech Republic, my fellow Americans.
Welcome to the White House, Mr. President.

As a playwright, you could hardly have written
a more dramatic scenario than the one you have
in fact lived over the last 10 years. Your Presi-
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dency has reminded people around the world
that words do matter, that creativity has a place
in politics, that a nation’s strength is measured
not by its ability to control people but rather
by the opposite: its success in moving and em-
powering them.
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